


2)  Petitioner Corey Hepler is an adult individual and a duly qualified
Republican elector in the 107th Legislative District who resides at 125 Beech Drive,
Kulpmont, PA 17834.

3)  Respondent is the candidate, Penclope J. Murphy, an adult individual
residing at 205 Johns Estate Road, Coal Township, PA 17866.

4)  This Petition is brought pursuant to the Pennsylvania Election Code, at
25 P.S. § 2937.

5)  This Court has original jurisdiction of this matter pursuant to 42 Pa.
C.S. § 764.

6) On or about March 28, 2022, the Candidate filed a Nomination Petition
and related documents to file as a candidate for the Republican nomination for
Representative in the General Assembly from the 107th Legislative District in the
Republican Primary of May 17, 2022 (Attached hereto as Exhibit A).

7)  The number of valid signatures of registered and enrolled members of
the Republican Party for Representative in the General Assembly from the 107th
Legislative District 1s 300. 25 P.S. § 2872.1(14).

L. INSUFFICIENT NUMBER OF VALID SIGNATURES
8)  Candidate filed 14 petition pages purported to contain 313 signatures.
9)  The Department of State invalidated two incomplete entries, leaving

Candidate with 311 signatures.



10) Petitioners hereby challenge 44 individual signatures contained on
Candidate’s Nomination Petition. The signatures challenged and the reasons
therefore are detailed in Exhibit B attached hereto and incorporated herein by
reference.

11) Due to the number of invalid signatures contained in Candidate’s
Nomination Petition, Candidate’s Nomination Petition does not contain enough
valid signatures for Candidate to appecar on the May 17, 2022 ballot as a candidate
for the Republican nomination for Representative in the General Assembly from the
107th Legislative District.

II. FALSE STATEMENT OF CIRCULATOR/ IMPERMISSIBLE
CIRCULATOR- GLOBAL CHALLENGE TO PAGE 8

12)  Petitioners aver that the “Statement of Circulator” contained on Page 8
of the Nomination Petition is materially false, and as such, the signatures on that
page should be stricken in their entirety.

13) Pursuant to Section 909(a) of the Election Code, only registered and
enrolled members of the same political party as the candidate may circulate that
candidate’s nomination petition. 25 P.S. § 2869; see also In re Nomination Petitions
of Smith, 182 A.3d 12 (Pa. Commw. Ct. 2018) (upholding constitutionality of same-
party requirement of circulators contained in 25 P.S. § 2869).

14) Circulators of a Nomination Pectition must sign a “Statement of

Circulator”, which includes declaring that the information in the Statement is true



and correct subject to the criminal penalties of 18 Pa. C.S. § 4904. The text of the
Statement of Circulator, inter alia, includes the circulator’s statement that the
circulator is “duly registered and enrolled as a member of the political party
designated in this nomination petition . . .”

15) Upon information and belief, Circulator Jenny Berry is not enrolled as
a member of the Republican Party.

16) Accordingly, the Statement of Circulator signed by Jenny Berry on
Page 8 of Candidate’s Nomination Petition 1s materially false, in that Jenny Berry
cannot truthfully attest that she is a member of the political party designated in the
nomination petition, and therefore Page 8 of the Nomination Petition is in violation
of 25 P.S. § 2869.

17)  As such, the 13 signatures obtained by Jenny Berry on Page 8 of the
Nomination Petition “must be stricken pursuant to the plain language of Section
909(a).” In re Nomination Petitions of Smith, 182 A.3d 12, 23 (Pa. Commw. Ct.
2018) (emphasis added).

18) Between the individual signature challenges and the global challenge
to Page 8, Candidate does not have 300 valid signatures from registered and enrolled
members of the Republican Party for Representative in the General Assembly from

the 107th Legislative District.



WHEREFORE, Pctitioners respectfully request that this Court grant their
Petition to Set Aside Nomination Petition and enter an Order:

(1) To set aside the Nomination Petition of Penelope J. Murphy as a candidate
for nomination of the Republican Party for the office of Representative in the
General Assembly from the 107th Legislative District to be voted on in the
May 17, 2022 Primary Election for failure to satisfy the requirement of the
Election Code, 25 P.S. § 2601 et seq., as aforesaid;

(2) Removing Candidate’s name from the Republican Primary ballot for the May
17,2022 Primary Election;

(3) Directing the Candidate to pay for the cost of the proceeding including
witness fees; and

(4) Providing for such other relief and sanctions against the Candidate as the

Court may deem appropriate.

Dated: April 4, 2022

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Zachary M. Wallen

Zachary M. Wallen

Pa. ID No. 309176
CHALMERS & ADAMS LLC
301 South Hills Village Drive
No. LL200-420

Pittsburgh, PA 15241

(412) 200-0842

(412) 235-5001 (facsimile)




zwallen(@chalmersadams.com

Counsel for Petitioners
John Quinn and Corey Hepler









CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE

[ hereby certify that this filing complies with the provisions of the Public
Access Policy of the Unified Judicial System of Pennsylvania: Case Records of the
Appellate and Trial Courts that require filing confidential information and
documents differently than non-confidential information and documents.

/s/ Zachary M. Wallen
Counsel for Petitioners
John Quinn and Corey Hepler

Dated: April 4, 2022



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that on this 4th day of April, 2022, a true and correct copy of
the foregoing Petition to Set Aside Nomination Petition was filed clectronically via
PACFile. Notice of this filing will be provided by the Court posting said Petition on
the Pennsylvania Unified Judicial System website pursuant to this Court’s Order
dated March 25, 2022. See In re Nomination Petitions for Pennsylvania General
Assembly and State Party Committees—General Primary Election 2022, 126 MD 3,
Order (filed March 25, 2022).

I further certify that on April 4, 2022 that a true and correct copy of said
Petition was served via hand delivery upon:

Leigh M. Chapman
Acting Secretary of the Commonwealth
210 N. Office Building
Harrisburg, PA 17120

I further certify that on April 4, 2022 that a true and correct copy of said
Petition was served Federal Express Overnight Mail,! postage prepaid to:

Penelope J. Murphy
205 Johns Estate Road
Coal Township, PA 17866

/s/ Zachary M. Wallen
Zachary M. Wallen

Counsel for Petitioners
John Quinn and Corey Hepler

! The March 25,2022 Order also provided that Objectors “shall provide notice to the Candidate of
the filing of the objection petition by email at the email address provided by Candidate on the
Candidate’s Affidavit filed with the Department of State.” Id. Respondent Penelope J. Murphy did
not include her email address on her Candidate’s Affidavit (see Exhibit C attached hereto).
Instead, Objectors will send the Petition to Ms. Murphy via FedEx at the address listed on her
Candidate’s Affidavit to satisfy the notice requirement and intend to file an Application for Relief
with the Court concerning this issue.



IN THE COMMONWEALTH COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA

No.

IN RE: NOMINATION PETITION OF PENELOPE J. MURPHY
FOR THE REPUBLICAN NOMINATION FOR REPRESENTATIVE IN
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FROM THE 107TH LEGISLATIVE
DISTRICT IN THE REPUBLICAN PRIMARY OF MAY 17, 2022

PETITION OF JOHN QUINN AND COREY HEPLER

[PROPOSED] ORDER

Now, this  day of April, 2022, upon consideration of the Petition to Set
Aside Nomination Petition and any answer thereto, it is hereby ORDERED that the
Petition is GRANTED.

It is further ORDERED that:

(1) The Nomination Petition of Penclope J. Murphy as a candidate for
nomination of the Republican Party for the office of Representative in the
General Assembly from the 107th Legislative District to be voted on in the
May 17, 2022 Primary Election be set aside for failure to satisfy the
requirement of the Election Code, 25 P.S. § 2601 et segq.

(2) Respondent Penelope Murphy’s name shall be removed from the Republican

Primary ballot for the May 17, 2022 Primary Election; and



(3) Respondent shall pay for the cost of the proceeding in this Court, including

witness fees, in the amount of $

SO ORDERED BY THE COURT:




EXHIBIT A























































































EXHIBIT B












EXHIBIT C
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