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2003 Membership: 
 
Civil Instructions Committee 
Honorable James E. Beasley, Chair 
Perry S. Bechtle, Esq. 
Honorable John C. Dowling 
James Lewis Griffith, Esq. 
Lee C. Swartz, Esq., Reporter 
 
Civil Instructions Advisory Panel 
Honorable James E. Beasley, Chair 
Barbara R. Axelrod, Esq. 
Honorable Mark I. Bernstein 
Honorable John C. Dowling 
John R. Lenahan, Esq. 
William J. O’Brien, Esq. 
Clifford A. Rieders, Esq. 
Honorable Jeannine Turgeon 
Lee C. Swartz, Esq., Editor 
 
Criminal Instructions Subcommittee 
Honorable James R. Cavanaugh, Co-chair 
Honorable William H. Lamb, Co-chair 
Honorable John N. Sawyer 
 
Criminal Instructions Advisory Panel 
Professor Bruce A. Antkowiak, Editor 
Honorable Kevin A. Hess 
Honorable J. Wesley Oler, Jr. 
 
 
Staff: 
 
Roger B. Meilton, Esq., Assistant Reporter and Secretary 
David Hominik, Esq., Pennsylvania Bar Institute Contact 
 
 
Legal Authorization: 
 
Pa. Constitution Article V, § 10(c) 
 
 
About the Committee 
 
The committee’s mission is to assist the administration of justice in 
court proceedings by developing pattern jury instructions for use by 
both the bench and the bar. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Committee 
 
 for 
 
 Proposed 
 
 Standard 
 
 Jury 
 
 Instructions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 c/o Pa. Bar Institute 
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COMMITTEE FOR PROPOSED STANDARD JURY INSTRUCTIONS 
 
 
 
Committee Activities 
 
 
Civil Instructions 
 
 In 2001 and 2002, a working advisory 
committee reviewed every existing civil jury 
instruction.  Substantial changes were made to 
many instructions; citations were updated; and, 
where appropriate, new instructions written.  A 
new edition of the Civil Jury Instructions, 
expanded to two volumes and including a 
companion CD-ROM, was published in March 
2003. 
 
 The subcommittee has set the goal of 
publishing a new supplement every twelve to 
18 months.  It hopes to have the next supple-
ment available to publish in mid-2004. 
 
 

Criminal Instructions 
 
 The goal of the criminal instructions 
subcommittee is to publish a new edition of the 
Criminal Jury Instructions in 2004.  With that in 
mind, members spent 2003 reviewing instruc-
tions and submitting drafts.  After preparation of 
final drafts and incorporation of appropriate 
comments, the subcommittee hopes to have its 
first new edition in approximately 25 years 
published in the summer of 2004. 
 
 As with the civil instructions subcom-
mittee, the criminal instructions subcommittee is 
committed to updating the instructions on a 
regular basis.  
 


