
Explanatory Comment

It has come to the attention of the Supreme Court that certain litigants are abusing 

the legal system by repeatedly filing new litigation raising the same claims against the same 

defendant even though the claims have been previously adjudicated either through 

settlement or through court proceedings.  New Rule 233.1 provides relief to a defendant 

who has been subjected to this type of repetitive litigation.  While attorneys are subject to 

the rules of disciplinary procedure, no analogous rule exists to curb this type of abuse when 

done by a pro se party.

Upon the filing of an action by a pro se plaintiff, a defendant may file a motion to 

dismiss a pending action provided that (1) the pro se plaintiff is alleging the same or related 

claims against the same or related defendants, and (2) the claims have already been 

resolved pursuant to a settlement agreement or a court proceeding.  The new rule also 

gives the trial court discretion to bar the pro se litigant from filing further litigation against 

the same or related defendants raising the same or related claims without leave of court.
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