N THE

SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANI A

IN RE: Pronul gati on of - No. 285
New Rul e of Civil Procedure : Cvil Procedural Rul es Docket
220.1 Governing Voir Dire : No. 5
ORDER
PER CURI AM

AND NOWN this 14th day of August, 1997, new Pennsyl vani a Rul e
of Gvil Procedure 220.1 governing Voir Dire is pronulgated to read
as attached hereto.

This Oder supersedes the Order No. 202, Cvil Procedural
Rul es Docket No. 5, dated Septenber 15, 1993 whi ch promul gated Rul e
220.1 governing juror informati on questionnaire and which was sub-
sequent |y suspended until further Order of the Supreme Court by the
Order No. 205, Gvil Procedural Rules Docket No. 5, dated Decenber
17, 1993.

This Order shall be effective January 1, 1998 and shall be
processed in accordance with Rule of Judicial Admnistration

103(b) .



Rul e 220. 1. Voir Dire
(a) Voir dire shall be conducted to provide the opportunity
to obtain at a mnimum a full description of the follow ng
information, where rel evant, concerning the prospective jurors and
t heir househol ds:
(1) Nane;
(2) Date and place of birth;
(3) Residential neighborhood and zip code (not street
addr ess);
(4) WMarital status;
(5) Nature and extent of education;
(6) Nunber and ages of children;
(7) Nanme, age and relationship of menbers of
prospective juror's househol d; ( 8)
Cccupation
a n d
enpl oynent
hi story of
t h e

prospectiv

e juror,
t h e
juror's

spouse and

children



a n d

menbers of

t h e
juror's
househol d;

(9) | nvol venmrent as a party or a witness in a civil

| awsuit or a crimnal case;

(10) Relationship, friendship or association with a | aw
enforcenent officer, a |awer or any person affiliated with
the courts of any judicial district;

(11) Relationship of the prospective juror or any nenber
of the prospective juror's imediate famly to the insurance
i ndustry, including enployee, clainms adjustor, investigator,
agent, or stockholder in an insurance conpany;

(12) Modtor vehicle operation and |icensure;

(13) Physical or nental condition affecting ability to
serve on a jury;

(14) Reasons the prospective juror believes he or
she cannot or should not serve as a juror;

(15) Relationship, friendship or association wth the
parties, the attorneys and prospective wtnesses of the
particul ar case to be heard;

(16) Such other pertinent information as may be
appropriate to the particular case to achieve a conpetent,

fair and inpartial jury.



(b) The court may provide for voir dire to include the use of
a witten questionnaire. However, the use of a witten question-
naire wi thout the opportunity for oral exam nation by the court or
counsel is not a sufficient voir dire.

NOTE: The parties or their attorneys
may conduct the exam nation of the pro-
spective jurors unless the court itself
conducts the exam nation or otherw se
directs that the exam nati on be conduct ed
by a court enployee. Any dispute shal
be resol ved by the court.

A witten questionnaire may be used
to facilitate and expedite the voir dire
exam nation by providing the trial judge
and attorneys wth basic background
informati on about the jurors, thereby
elimnating the need for many commonly
asked questi ons.

(c) The court may permt all or part of the exam nation of a

juror out of the presence of other jurors.



EXPLANATORY COMVENT

New Rule 220.1 governing voir dire, the exam nation of
prospective jurors, furthers the goal of establishing a uniform
civil practice throughout the Commonwealth with respect to the
i nformati on which the parties may obtain concerning prospective
jurors.

The rul e specifies the information which the parties should be
able to obtain through voir dire but does not require a particular
manner of voir dire. Subdivision (a) is devoted to listing the
information to which the parties are entitl ed.

The rule does not dictate the nechanics of voir dire, but
| eaves the nmethod of voir dire to the local courts of common pl eas.
Subdi vi sion (b) does give sone guidance, however. Voir dire nmay
i nclude the use of a witten questionnaire, but no form of ques-
tionnaire is nmandated or suggest ed. The note observes that a
written questionnaire may "facilitate and expedite" voir dire by
provi di ng basic background information. The rule provides that
"the use of a witten questionnaire wi thout the opportunity for
oral examnation is not a sufficient voir dire." The parties are
entitled to both hear prospective jurors and observe their
demeanor .

The rul e recogni zes that service upon a jury nmay be a new and
di squi eting experience to citizens called as prospective jurors.
| nformati on nmay be sought which a prospective juror feels uncom
fortable revealing in open court. Thus, subdivision (c) provides
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that the "court may permt all or part of the exam nation of a
juror out of the presence of other jurors.”

BY THE Cl VI L PROCEDURAL
RULES COW TTEE

EDWN L. KLETT
CHAI RVAN



