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Rule 227.1.  Post-Trial Relief  

 (a) ***  

(b) Except as otherwise provided by Pa.R.E. 103(a), post-trial [Post-trial] relief may 

not be granted unless the grounds therefor,   

 (1) if then available, were raised in pre-trial proceedings or by motion, 

objection, point for charge, request for findings of fact or conclusions of law, offer of 

proof or other appropriate method at trial; and   

NOTE:  If no objection is made, error which 
could have been corrected in pre-trial proceedings 
or during trial by timely objection may not 
constitute a ground for post-trial relief. 

 Pa.R.E. 103(a) provides that the specific 
ground for an overruled objection, or the 
substance of excluded evidence, need not be 
stated at or prior to trial, or without having made 
an offer of proof, if the ground of the objection, or 
the substance of the evidence sought to be 
introduced, was apparent from the context. 

 (2) are specified in the motion.  The motion shall state how the grounds 

were asserted in pre-trial proceedings or at trial.  Grounds not specified are deemed 

waived unless leave is granted upon cause shown to specify additional grounds. 

***  
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Explanatory Comment 

 Prior to the present amendment, Rule of Civil Procedure 227.1(b) was inconsistent with 

Pennsylvania Rule of Evidence 103(a).  Civil Rule 227.1(b) required without exception that 

grounds for post-trial relief be raised in pre-trial proceedings or at trial.  Evidence Rule 103(a), 

however, did not require that the specific ground for an erroneous evidentiary ruling be raised 

prior to or at trial if the ground was apparent from the context.   The present amendment to 

Civil Rule 227.1 carves out an exception for matters within the scope of Evidence Rule 103(a), 

thereby eliminating the inconsistency between the two rules. 
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