SHELTER CARE ORDER 

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF       COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

JUVENILE DIVISION
DOCKET NO:  _____________________
FID:

 
 _____________________

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

In the Interest Of: 

____________________, a Minor

Date of Birth ______________
PERSONS APPEARING AT THIS HEARING:

	( Child

____________________
	( Legal Counsel for Child

_______________________
	( Child’s GAL

_________________________
	( CASA

____________________

	( Mother

____________________
	( Mother’s attorney

_______________________
	( Agency Worker

_________________________
	( Agency’s attorney

____________________

	( Father

____________________
	( Father’s attorney

_______________________
	( Legal Guardian/Custodian 

_________________________
	( Legal Guardian/Custodian’s attorney ___________________

	( Other _____________________________________
	



AND NOW, this ____ day of ____________, ______, after a shelter care hearing on ________________  pursuant to 42 Pa.C.S. §6332, this Court makes the following findings:
1. FINDINGS

· (a) DEPENDENCY PETITION
· (i) FILED - A dependency petition has been filed alleging the Child to be a dependent child.

· (ii) NOT FILED - A dependency petition will be filed alleging the Child to be a dependent child.
· (iii) DEPENDENT CHILD – The Child has been previously adjudicated dependent. 
· (b) PARTY TO PROCEEDINGS – The shelter care application was submitted by
· (i) County Children and Youth Services Agency  (“Agency”)
· (ii) A party other than the Agency, who the Court recognizes as a party to the proceedings. Specify: __________________. 

· (ii) A party other than the Agency, who the Court does not recognize as a party to the proceedings. Specify: __________________. 

· (c) EVIDENCE
· (i) Sufficient evidence was presented to prove that continuation or return of the Child to the home of ___________, Relationship: ________________ is not in the best interest of the Child.  
· (ii) Insufficient evidence was presented to prove that continuation or return of the Child to his or her home is not in the Child’s best interests.   
· (d) REASONABLE EFFORTS TO PREVENT REMOVAL FROM HOME
The Court hereby finds that to allow this Child to remain in the home would be contrary to the Child’s welfare, and that 

· (i) Reasonable efforts were made by the Agency to prevent or eliminate the need for removal of this Child from the home.
· (ii) Preventive services were not offered due to the necessity for emergency placement. The lack of services was reasonable under the circumstances. This level of effort was reasonable due to the emergency nature of the situation, safety considerations, and circumstances of the family. 

· (iii) Reasonable efforts are underway to make it possible for the Child to return home, the Court having previously determined pursuant to 42 Pa.C.S.A. § 6332 that reasonable efforts were not made to prevent the initial removal of this Child from the home. 

· (iv) NO reasonable efforts were made by the Agency to prevent or eliminate the need for removal of this Child from the home.
· (e) SPECIAL NEEDS - The following special needs of the Child are necessary to address while the Child is in shelter care:
_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
· (f) EDUCATIONAL FINDINGS:

_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________________________

2. ORDER - Based upon the above findings, IT IS ORDERED THAT:

· (a) LEGAL CUSTODY – Legal Custody of the Child shall   remain with     return to 
 transfer to:
· (i)  
Mother and Father ______________________

· (ii) 
Mother ______________________

· (iii) 
Father  ______________________

· (iv) 
County Agency ___________________________________________(“Agency”)

· (v)
Other  ______________________ Relationship: __________________.

· (b) 
PHYSICAL CUSTODY – Physical Custody of the Child shall    remain with    return to  
transfer to: 

· (i)  
Mother and Father 

· (ii) 
Mother

· (iii) 
Father 

· (v) 
County Agency ___________________________________________(“Agency”)

· (iv)
Other ______________________ Relationship: __________________.

· (c) 
PLACEMENT 

· (i) 
CONTINUES – Placement of the Child remains in ____________________.

· (ii)
MODIFICATION OF PLACEMENT - The Child is to be placed, by the agency, in __________________.

· (iii)
The Child’s placement is the least restrictive placement that meets the needs of the child and there is no less restrictive alternative available, in that ____________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________________________.

· (f)
PROTECTIVE SUPERVSION – The Child shall be under the protective supervision of the Agency.

· (g) 
CONDITIONS – The custody and/or placement of the child is subject to the following conditions:


_________________________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________________________

· (h)  VISITATION – The additional condition(s) of visitation is set forth as _______________________________


_________________________________________________________________________________________

· (I)
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED THAT: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
3. EDUCATION/HEALTH/EVALUATIONS

· (a) STABILITY AND APPROPRIATENESS - The following is necessary to ensure the stability and appropriateness of the child’s education:_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

· (b) EDUCATIONAL DECISION MAKER - An educational decision maker shall be appointed pursuant to Rule 1147.  Specify, if available: ___________________________________________________________________.

· (c) HEALTH CARE AND DISABILITY - If parental consent cannot be obtained, the following evaluations and treatment is authorized: ______________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
· (d) Specify any evaluations, tests, counseling, or treatments that are necessary:

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
Such disposition having been determined to be best suited to the protection and physical, mental and moral welfare of the Child.

Next Scheduled Court Event: ________________________ Date: _________________________.















RECOMMENDED:















_____________________ ______















Master






Date
The Recommended Order is not final until confirmed by the Court below.  If objections are raised to the recommendations of the Master, a party may request a hearing before the court within three (3) days of the receipt of the recommendation.
ORDER
AND NOW, this  _____ day of ____________, 20 ____,  this Court finds the Master's recommendation is in the best interest of the Child and is hereby adopted as an Order of Court.















BY THE COURT:
















_____________________ 
















Judge 
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