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I. Rule 1018.1 is amended to read as follows: 

 

Rule 1018.1.  Notice to Defend.  Form  

(a) Every complaint filed by a plaintiff and every complaint filed by a defendant 

against an additional defendant shall begin with a notice to defend in substantially the form 

set forth in subdivision (b).  No other notice to plead to a complaint shall be required. 

(b) 

[CAPTION] 

NOTICE 

You have been sued in court.  If you wish to defend against the claims set forth in 

the following pages, you must take action within twenty (20) days after this complaint and 

notice are served, by entering a written appearance personally or by attorney and filing in 

writing with the court your defenses or objections to the claims set forth against you.  You 

are warned that if you fail to do so the case may proceed without you and a judgment may 

be entered against you by the court without further notice for any money claimed in the 

complaint or for any other claim or relief requested by the plaintiff.  You may lose money or 

property or other rights important to you. 

YOU SHOULD TAKE THIS PAPER TO YOUR LAWYER AT ONCE.  IF YOU DO 

NOT HAVE A LAWYER [OR CANNOT AFFORD ONE], GO TO OR TELEPHONE THE 

OFFICE SET FORTH BELOW [TO FIND OUT WHERE YOU CAN GET LEGAL HELP]. 

THIS OFFICE CAN PROVIDE YOU WITH INFORMATION ABOUT HIRING A LAWYER. 

IF YOU CANNOT AFFORD TO HIRE A LAWYER, THIS OFFICE MAY BE ABLE TO 

PROVIDE YOU WITH INFORMATION ABOUT AGENCIES THAT MAY OFFER LEGAL 

SERVICES TO ELIGIBLE PERSONS AT A REDUCED FEE OR NO FEE.  
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_____________________________ 
(Name) 

_____________________________ 
(Address) 

_____________________________ 
(Telephone Number) 

 
NOTE: The above notice does not change 
any of the rules relating to the pleading of 
objections and defenses.  
 

This rule applies to all complaints 
including those where service is by publication. 
For the mandatory content of the publication in 
such cases see Rule [1009(f)] 430(b).  
 

When a defendant is [a nonresident] 
served outside the United States, [Rules 
2081(a), 2131.2(a), 2157.2(a) and 2182(a) 
provide] Rule 1026(b) provides a sixty-day 
period for pleading.  

(c) Each court shall by local rule designate the officer, organization, agency or 

person to be named in the notice from whom [legal help] information can be obtained. 

(d) A court may by local rule require the notice to be repeated in one or more 

designated languages other than English.   
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II. Conforming amendments are made to Rules 237.4, 237.5, 430 and 4009.33 as follows: 

 
a. Rule 237.4 is amended to read: 
 
Rule 237.4. Form of Notice of Praecipe to Enter Judgment of Non Pros  
 

The notice required by Rule 237.1(a)(2) shall be substantially in the following form: 
 

(CAPTION) 
 
To: ____________  (Plaintiff) 
      (NOTE: Serve on unrepresented 
      plaintiff or on plaintiff's attorney) 
 
Date of Notice: __________ 
 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
 

YOU ARE IN DEFAULT BECAUSE YOU HAVE FAILED TO FILE A 

COMPLAINT IN THIS CASE.  UNLESS YOU ACT WITHIN TEN DAYS 

FROM THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A JUDGMENT MAY BE ENTERED 

AGAINST YOU WITHOUT A HEARING AND YOU MAY LOSE YOUR 

RIGHT TO SUE THE DEFENDANT AND THEREBY LOSE PROPERTY OR 

OTHER IMPORTANT RIGHTS.  [YOU SHOULD TAKE THIS NOTICE TO A 

LAWYER AT ONCE.  IF YOU DO NOT HAVE A LAWYER OR CANNOT 

AFFORD ONE, GO TO OR TELEPHONE THE FOLLOWING OFFICE TO 

FIND OUT WHERE YOU CAN GET LEGAL HELP:] 

YOU SHOULD TAKE THIS PAPER TO YOUR LAWYER AT ONCE.  

IF YOU DO NOT HAVE A LAWYER, GO TO OR TELEPHONE THE OFFICE 

SET FORTH BELOW.  THIS OFFICE CAN PROVIDE YOU WITH 

INFORMATION ABOUT HIRING A LAWYER. 
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IF YOU CANNOT AFFORD TO HIRE A LAWYER, THIS OFFICE MAY 

BE ABLE TO PROVIDE YOU WITH INFORMATION ABOUT AGENCIES 

THAT MAY OFFER LEGAL SERVICES TO ELIGIBLE PERSONS AT A 

REDUCED FEE OR NO FEE.  
 

_____________________________ 
(Name) 

_____________________________ 
(Address) 

_____________________________ 
(Telephone Number) 

 
________________________________ 
(Signature of Defendant or Attorney) 

 
________________________________ 
(Address) 

 
NOTE: The office shall be that designated 
by the court under Rule 1018.1(c). 

 
 
 
 
b. Rule 237.5 is amended to read: 
 
 
Rule 237.5. Form of Notice of Praecipe to Enter Judgment by Default  
 

The notice required by Rule 237.1(a)(2) shall be substantially in the following form: 
 



 -5-

(CAPTION) 
 
To: _______________ (Defendant) 
 
Date of Notice: _______________ 
 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

   YOU ARE IN DEFAULT BECAUSE YOU HAVE FAILED TO ENTER 

A WRITTEN APPEARANCE PERSONALLY OR BY ATTORNEY AND FILE 

IN WRITING WITH THE COURT YOUR DEFENSES OR OBJECTIONS TO 

THE CLAIMS SET FORTH AGAINST YOU.  UNLESS YOU ACT WITHIN 

TEN DAYS FROM THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A JUDGMENT MAY BE 

ENTERED AGAINST YOU WITHOUT A HEARING AND YOU MAY LOSE 

YOUR PROPERTY OR OTHER IMPORTANT RIGHTS.  [YOU SHOULD 

TAKE THIS NOTICE TO A LAWYER AT ONCE.  IF YOU DO NOT HAVE A 

LAWYER OR CANNOT AFFORD ONE, GO TO OR TELEPHONE THE 

FOLLOWING OFFICE TO FIND OUT WHERE YOU CAN GET LEGAL 

HELP:] 

YOU SHOULD TAKE THIS PAPER TO YOUR LAWYER AT ONCE.  

IF YOU DO NOT HAVE A LAWYER, GO TO OR TELEPHONE THE OFFICE 

SET FORTH BELOW.  THIS OFFICE CAN PROVIDE YOU WITH 

INFORMATION ABOUT HIRING A LAWYER. 

IF YOU CANNOT AFFORD TO HIRE A LAWYER, THIS OFFICE MAY 

BE ABLE TO PROVIDE YOU WITH INFORMATION ABOUT AGENCIES 

THAT MAY OFFER LEGAL SERVICES TO ELIGIBLE PERSONS AT A 

REDUCED FEE OR NO FEE.  
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_____________________________ 
(Name) 

_____________________________ 
(Address) 

_____________________________ 
(Telephone Number) 

 
________________________________ 
(Signature of Plaintiff or Attorney) 

 
________________________________ 
(Address) 

 
NOTE: The office shall be that designated 
by the court under Rule 1018.1(c). 

 
 
 
c. Rule 430 is amended to read: 
 
Rule 430. Service Pursuant to Special Order of Court. Publication  
 

(a) *** 

(b)(1) If service of process by publication has been authorized by rule of civil 

procedure or order of court, the publication shall be by advertising a notice of the action 

once in the legal publication, if any, designated by the court for the publication of legal 

notices and in one newspaper of general circulation within the county. The publication shall 

contain the caption of the action and the names of the parties, state the nature of the action 

and conclude with a notice substantially in the following form: 
 

NOTICE 

   If you wish to defend, you must enter a written appearance 

personally or by attorney and file your defenses or objections in writing with 

the court.  You are warned that if you fail to do so the case may proceed 

without you and a judgment may be entered against you without further 
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notice for the relief requested by the plaintiff.  You may lose money or 

property or other rights important to you. 

[YOU SHOULD TAKE THIS NOTICE TO YOUR LAWYER AT ONCE. 

IF YOU DO NOT HAVE A LAWYER OR CANNOT AFFORD ONE, GO TO 

OR TELEPHONE THE OFFICE SET FORTH BELOW TO FIND OUT 

WHERE YOU CAN GET LEGAL HELP.] 

YOU SHOULD TAKE THIS NOTICE TO YOUR LAWYER AT ONCE.  

IF YOU DO NOT HAVE A LAWYER, GO TO OR TELEPHONE THE OFFICE 

SET FORTH BELOW.  THIS OFFICE CAN PROVIDE YOU WITH 

INFORMATION ABOUT HIRING A LAWYER. 

IF YOU CANNOT AFFORD TO HIRE A LAWYER, THIS OFFICE MAY 

BE ABLE TO PROVIDE YOU WITH INFORMATION ABOUT AGENCIES 

THAT MAY OFFER LEGAL SERVICES TO ELIGIBLE PERSONS AT A 

REDUCED FEE OR NO FEE.  
 

_____________________________ 
(Name) 

_____________________________ 
(Address) 

_____________________________ 
(Telephone Number) 

 
NOTE: The office shall be that designated 
by the court under Rule 1018.1(c). 

 

(2) *** 
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d. Rule 4009.33 is amended to read: 
 
Rule 4009.33. Motion for Entry Upon Property of a Person Not a Party  
 

*** 

(c) The notice required by subdivision (a) shall be substantially in the following 

form: 
 

(CAPTION) 
 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
 
   *** 
 

   YOU MAY WISH TO TAKE THIS NOTICE TO A LAWYER WHO CAN ADVISE 

YOU.  IF YOU DO NOT HAVE A LAWYER AND WISH TO OBTAIN ONE, CONTACT [THE 

FOLLOWING OFFICE TO FIND OUT WHERE YOU CAN GET LEGAL HELP:] THE 

OFFICE SET FORTH BELOW.  THIS OFFICE CAN PROVIDE YOU WITH INFORMATION 

ABOUT HIRING A LAWYER  

_____________________________ 
(Name) 

_____________________________ 
(Address) 

_____________________________ 
(Telephone Number) 

 
NOTE: The office shall be that designated 
by the court under Rule 1018.1(c). 
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III. Conforming amendments are made to the following rules of civil procedure as 

set forth below: 

Rule 2964. Notice of Judgment and Execution Required by Rule 2958.1 
Form 

Rule 2965. Notice of Judgment and Execution Required by Rule 2958.2 
Form 

Rule 2966. Notice of Judgment and Execution Required by Rule 2958.3 
Form 

Rule 2974.2. Notice of Judgment and Execution Required by Rule 2973.1 
Form 

Rule 2974.3. Notice of Judgment and Execution Required by Rule 2973.3 
Form 

Rule 3146. Judgment Against Garnishee Upon Default or Admission in 
Answer to Interrogatories 

  Rule 3252. Writ of Execution.  Money Judgments 
  Rule 3282. Petition.  Averments.  Notice to Defend 
  Rule 3288.   Petition.  Averments.  Notice to Defend 
 

 The following paragraph is deleted from the form of notice prescribed by each of the 

foregoing rules: 

[YOU SHOULD TAKE THIS PAPER TO YOUR LAWYER AT ONCE.  

IF YOU DO NOT HAVE A LAWYER OR CANNOT AFFORD ONE, GO TO 

OR TELEPHONE THE OFFICE SET FORTH BELOW TO FIND OUT 

WHERE YOU CAN GET LEGAL HELP.]  

The following two paragraphs are substituted in place of the deleted paragraph: 

YOU SHOULD TAKE THIS PAPER TO YOUR LAWYER AT ONCE.  

IF YOU DO NOT HAVE A LAWYER, GO TO OR TELEPHONE THE OFFICE 

SET FORTH BELOW.  THIS OFFICE CAN PROVIDE YOU WITH 

INFORMATION ABOUT HIRING A LAWYER. 
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IF YOU CANNOT AFFORD TO HIRE A LAWYER, THIS OFFICE MAY 

BE ABLE TO PROVIDE YOU WITH INFORMATION ABOUT AGENCIES 

THAT MAY OFFER LEGAL SERVICES TO ELIGIBLE PERSONS AT A 

REDUCED FEE OR NO FEE.  
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