
Magisterial District Reestablishment 2012

Judicial District Summary Sheet

Judicial District #: 53

County Name: Lawrence

Caseload and Magisterial District Elimination Analysis

The difference between the average annual caseload of Judicial District # 53 and its class of county: %-16

Summary of Proposed Actions

Reestablish53-1-01

Realign53-3-01

Reestablish53-3-02

Eliminate53-3-03

Realign53-3-04

Night/Central/Alternate Court Operations

This judicial district utilizes the following diversionary courts to assist in balancing workload:

Public Comment

YesCentral Court: Night Court: No

Proposal Posted for Public Comment: No Comments Received: No
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Magisterial District Reestablishment 2012
LawrenceCounty Name:

Judicial District #: 53

Existing and Proposed Magisterial Districts

NEW CASTLE WD 01 PCT 01; NEW CASTLE WD 01 PCT 
02; NEW CASTLE WD 02 PCT 01; NEW CASTLE WD 02 
PCT 02; NEW CASTLE WD 02 PCT 03; NEW CASTLE WD 
02 PCT 04; NEW CASTLE WD 02 PCT 05; NEW CASTLE 
WD 03 PCT 01; NEW CASTLE WD 03 PCT 02; NEW 
CASTLE WD 04 PCT 01; NEW CASTLE WD 04 PCT 02; 
NEW CASTLE WD 04 PCT 03; NEW CASTLE WD 05 PCT 
01; NEW CASTLE WD 05 PCT 02; NEW CASTLE WD 07 
Voting District; NEW CASTLE WD 08 Voting District

NEW CASTLE WD 01 PCT 01; NEW CASTLE WD 01 PCT 
02; NEW CASTLE WD 02 PCT 01; NEW CASTLE WD 02 
PCT 02; NEW CASTLE WD 02 PCT 03; NEW CASTLE WD 
02 PCT 04; NEW CASTLE WD 02 PCT 05; NEW CASTLE 
WD 03 PCT 01; NEW CASTLE WD 03 PCT 02; NEW 
CASTLE WD 04 PCT 01; NEW CASTLE WD 04 PCT 02; 
NEW CASTLE WD 04 PCT 03; NEW CASTLE WD 05 PCT 
01; NEW CASTLE WD 05 PCT 02; NEW CASTLE WD 07 
Voting District; NEW CASTLE WD 08 Voting District

Police Departments: New Castle Police Dept.

Major Highways: State Route 18, State Route 422, State Route 224

Magisterial District #: 53-1-01

Proposed Action: Reestablish

Proposed Geography:

Melissa A. Amodie 

Lawrence County Government Center 430 Court Street 

Term Expires: 1-5-14

Birthdate: 12-10-67

Mandatory Retirement: 2037

New Castle,  PA 16101

Magisterial District Judge & Office Information:

3,420

-4.00

-20.00

31,681

0.00% Difference in Workload 
(magisterial district/judicial district):

Average Annual Caseload:

% Difference in Caseload 
(magisterial district/judicial district):

% Difference in Caseload 
(magisterial district/class of county):

Average Annual Workload:

Workload outside of a +/- 15% range requires realignment or 
support to maintain current configuration.

This district is located in the city and has more criminal and landlord tenant filings.  

Existing Geography:

Office within district: Yes

Residence within district: Yes
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Existing and Proposed Magisterial Districts

ELLPORT Voting District; ELLWOOD CITY WD 01 PCT 
09; ELLWOOD CITY WD 02 PCT 01; ELLWOOD CITY WD 
03 PCT 09; ELLWOOD CITY WD 04 PCT 01; ELLWOOD 
CITY WD 04 PCT 02; ELLWOOD CITY WD 05 PCT 01; 
ELLWOOD CITY WD 05 PCT 02; ENON VALLEY Voting 
District; LITTLE BEAVER TWP Voting District; NEW 
BEAVER Voting District; PERRY TWP VTD 01; PERRY 
TWP VTD 02; SLIPPERY ROCK TWP VTD 01; SLIPPERY 
ROCK TWP VTD 02; SLIPPERY ROCK TWP VTD 03; 
WAMPUM Voting District; WAYNE TWP VTD 01; 
WAYNE TWP VTD 02; WAYNE TWP VTD 03; WAYNE 
TWP VTD 04

ELLPORT Voting District; ELLWOOD CITY WD 01 PCT 09; 
ELLWOOD CITY WD 02 PCT 01; ELLWOOD CITY WD 03 
PCT 09; ELLWOOD CITY WD 04 PCT 01; ELLWOOD CITY 
WD 04 PCT 02; ELLWOOD CITY WD 05 PCT 01; 
ELLWOOD CITY WD 05 PCT 02; ENON VALLEY Voting 
District; LITTLE BEAVER TWP Voting District; NEW 
BEAVER Voting District; PERRY TWP VTD 01; PERRY TWP 
VTD 02; WAMPUM Voting District; WAYNE TWP VTD 
01; WAYNE TWP VTD 02; WAYNE TWP VTD 03; WAYNE 
TWP VTD 04

Police Departments: Ellwood City Police Dept., Wayne Twp. Police Dept., New Beaver Police Dept., Little 
Beaver Police Dept., Enon Valley Police Dept., Perry Twp. Police Dept.

Major Highways: State Route 18, State Route 65, State Route 288, PA Turnpike

Magisterial District #: 53-3-01

Proposed Action: Realign

Proposed Geography:

Jerry G. Cartwright , Jr.

607 Lawrence Avenue  

Term Expires: 12-31-17

Birthdate: 8-14-53

Mandatory Retirement: 2023

Ellwood City,  PA 16117

Magisterial District Judge & Office Information:

3,558

-0.53

-16.00

31,229

-1.42% Difference in Workload 
(magisterial district/judicial district):

Average Annual Caseload:

% Difference in Caseload 
(magisterial district/judicial district):

% Difference in Caseload 
(magisterial district/class of county):

Average Annual Workload:

Workload outside of a +/- 15% range requires realignment or 
support to maintain current configuration.

Existing Geography:

Office within district: Yes

Residence within district: Yes
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Existing and Proposed Magisterial Districts

BESSEMER Voting District; MAHONING TWP VTD 01; 
MAHONING TWP VTD 02; MAHONING TWP VTD 03; 
NEW CASTLE WD 06 PCT 01; NEW CASTLE WD 06 PCT 
02; NORTH BEAVER TWP VTD 01; NORTH BEAVER TWP 
VTD 02; NORTH BEAVER TWP VTD 03; NORTH BEAVER 
TWP VTD 04; NORTH BEAVER TWP VTD 05; SNPJ 
Voting District; TAYLOR TWP Voting District; UNION 
TWP VTD 01; UNION TWP VTD 02; UNION TWP VTD 
03; UNION TWP VTD 04

BESSEMER Voting District; MAHONING TWP VTD 01; 
MAHONING TWP VTD 02; MAHONING TWP VTD 03; 
NEW CASTLE WD 06 PCT 01; NEW CASTLE WD 06 PCT 
02; NORTH BEAVER TWP VTD 01; NORTH BEAVER TWP 
VTD 02; NORTH BEAVER TWP VTD 03; NORTH BEAVER 
TWP VTD 04; NORTH BEAVER TWP VTD 05; SNPJ Voting 
District; TAYLOR TWP Voting District; UNION TWP VTD 
01; UNION TWP VTD 02; UNION TWP VTD 03; UNION 
TWP VTD 04

Police Departments: Union Township Police Dept., North Beaver Township Police Dept., Mahoning Twp. 
Police Dept., Bessemer Police Dept., New Castle Police Dept.

Major Highways: State Route 376, State Route 108, State Route 224, State Route 422, State Route 551, 
State Route 317

Magisterial District #: 53-3-02

Proposed Action: Reestablish

Proposed Geography:

Jennifer L. Nicholson 

605 Mt. Jackson Road  

Term Expires: 1-3-16

Birthdate: 01-14-73

Mandatory Retirement: 2043

New Castle,  PA 16102

Magisterial District Judge & Office Information:

4,474

25.00

5.00

36,061

13.00% Difference in Workload 
(magisterial district/judicial district):

Average Annual Caseload:

% Difference in Caseload 
(magisterial district/judicial district):

% Difference in Caseload 
(magisterial district/class of county):

Average Annual Workload:

Workload outside of a +/- 15% range requires realignment or 
support to maintain current configuration.

Existing Geography:

Office within district: Yes

Residence within district: Yes
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Existing and Proposed Magisterial Districts

HICKORY TWP VTD 01; HICKORY TWP VTD 02; PLAIN 
GROVE TWP Voting District; SCOTT TWP Voting District; 
SHENANGO TWP VTD 01; SHENANGO TWP VTD 02; 
SHENANGO TWP VTD 03; SHENANGO TWP VTD 04; 
SHENANGO TWP VTD 05; SLIPPERY ROCK TWP VTD 01; 
SLIPPERY ROCK TWP VTD 02; SLIPPERY ROCK TWP VTD 
03; SOUTH NEW CASTLE Voting District; WASHINGTON 
TWP Voting District

Police Departments: Shenango Township Police Dept., Hickory Township Police Dept., South New Castle 
Borough Police Dept.

Major Highways: State Route 422, State Route 376, State Route 79, State Route 18

Magisterial District #: 53-3-03

Proposed Action: Eliminate

Proposed Geography:

David B. Rishel 

2797 New Butler Road  

Term Expires: 12-31-17

Birthdate: 4-26-48

Mandatory Retirement: 2018

New Castle,  PA 16101

Magisterial District Judge & Office Information:

3,538

-1.00

-17.00

26,736

-15.00% Difference in Workload 
(magisterial district/judicial district):

Average Annual Caseload:

% Difference in Caseload 
(magisterial district/judicial district):

% Difference in Caseload 
(magisterial district/class of county):

Average Annual Workload:

Workload outside of a +/- 15% range requires realignment or 
support to maintain current configuration.

This district is proposed for elimination on retirement of current MDJ at the end of his term.  It will be 
combined with two contiguous districts which also have lower worklaod.

Existing Geography:

Office within district: Yes

Residence within district: Yes
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Existing and Proposed Magisterial Districts

HICKORY TWP VTD 01; HICKORY TWP VTD 02; 
NESHANNOCK TWP VTD 01; NESHANNOCK TWP VTD 
02; NESHANNOCK TWP VTD 03; NESHANNOCK TWP 
VTD 04; NESHANNOCK TWP VTD 05; NESHANNOCK 
TWP VTD 06; NESHANNOCK TWP VTD 07; NEW 
WILMINGTON Voting District; PLAIN GROVE TWP 
Voting District; PULASKI TWP VTD 01; PULASKI TWP 
VTD 02; PULASKI TWP VTD 03; SCOTT TWP Voting 
District; SHENANGO TWP VTD 01; SHENANGO TWP 
VTD 02; SHENANGO TWP VTD 03; SHENANGO TWP 
VTD 04; SHENANGO TWP VTD 05; WASHINGTON TWP 
Voting District; WILMINGTON TWP VTD 01; 
WILMINGTON TWP VTD 02

NESHANNOCK TWP VTD 01; NESHANNOCK TWP VTD 02; 
NESHANNOCK TWP VTD 03; NESHANNOCK TWP VTD 04; 
NESHANNOCK TWP VTD 05; NESHANNOCK TWP VTD 06; 
NESHANNOCK TWP VTD 07; NEW WILMINGTON Voting 
District; PULASKI TWP VTD 01; PULASKI TWP VTD 02; 
PULASKI TWP VTD 03; VOLANT Voting District; 
WASHINGTON TWP Voting District; WILMINGTON TWP 
VTD 01; WILMINGTON TWP VTD 02

Police Departments: PA State Police, Neshannock Police Dept., Pul;aski Police Dept., New Wilmington 
Police Dept.

Major Highways: State Route 376, State Route 18, State Route 422

Magisterial District #: 53-3-04

Proposed Action: Realign

Proposed Geography:

Scott  McGrath 

3455 Wilmington Road  

Term Expires: 1-5-14

Birthdate: 4-4-51

Mandatory Retirement: 2021

New Castle,  PA 16105

Magisterial District Judge & Office Information:

2,907

-19.00

-32.00

19,762

-38.00% Difference in Workload 
(magisterial district/judicial district):

Average Annual Caseload:

% Difference in Caseload 
(magisterial district/judicial district):

% Difference in Caseload 
(magisterial district/class of county):

Average Annual Workload:

Workload outside of a +/- 15% range requires realignment or 
support to maintain current configuration.

This district will be realigned and will receive workload from the added municipalities.

Existing Geography:

Office within district: Yes

Residence within district: Yes
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Magisterial District Reestablishment 2012

Magisterial District Caseload/Workload Analysis

Judicial District and Class of County Comparison Statistics

Lawrence /  53

Notes on Analysis:

CASELOAD: The statistics provided are used to compare the average annual 
caseload of each magisterial district to the class of county average as one 
measure to assess whether any changes should be proposed.  Reported values 
are provided by the judicial district; the comparison values are provided by the 
MDJS. 

WORKLOAD: Where the average annual workload of a magisterial district is 
greater/less than 15% of the judicial district's workload average, the judicial 
district should realign - OR - explain why this difference does not impact 
workload equity within the judicial district.  A value that is green indicates it is 
within range; red requires justification if realignment or elimination are not 
proposed.

2012 
Filings

2012 
Class

2011 
Filings

2011 
Class

3,57753,5775

Judicial District Average Caseload

5 409 144 2,559 289 101 85 4,275

2011 
Class

CR PC TR CV LT MD Total 

688

NT

2011 Class of County Caseload Averages

TotalMDLTCVTRPC NTCR2012 
Class

2012 Class of County Caseload Averages

4,092821022792,412144 6564165

5

405

544

72

2,195

221

103

37

3,577

5

405

544

72

2,195

221

103

37

3,577

Class

CR

NT

PC

TR

CV

LT

MD

AVG

2011 2012Lawrence

Judicial District Caseload Averages

5

14,867

5,844

768

5,005

2,493

1,492

1,212

26,929

31,681

36,433

5

14,867

5,844

768

5,005

2,493

1,492

1,212

26,929

31,681

36,433

2011 2012

Class

CR

NT

PC

TR

CV

LT

MD

Average 
Workload

-15 % 
Workload

+ 15% 
Workload

Lawrence

Judicial District Workload Averages
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Magisterial District Caseload/Workload Analysis

WORKLOAD

CASELOAD

Magisterial District Average: Judicial District Average: 0

Average Total Annual Workload: 31,681

Magisterial District Average: Class of County Average: -20

Magisterial District Average: Judicial District Average: -4

Average Total Annual Caseload: 3,420

-19.99%

-4.38%

2011

-16.42%

-4.38%

2012

0.00%

2011

0.00%

2012

Reported AOPC

Reported AOPC

Reestablish53-1-01

WORKLOAD

CASELOAD

Magisterial District Average: Judicial District Average: -1.42

Average Total Annual Workload: 31,229

Magisterial District Average: Class of County Average: -16

Magisterial District Average: Judicial District Average: -0.53

Average Total Annual Caseload: 3,558

-16.76%

-0.53%

2011

-13.05%

-0.53%

2012

-1.43%

2011

-1.43%

2012

Reported AOPC

Reported AOPC

Realign53-3-01
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Magisterial District Caseload/Workload Analysis

WORKLOAD

CASELOAD

Magisterial District Average: Judicial District Average: 13

Average Total Annual Workload: 36,061

Magisterial District Average: Class of County Average: 5

Magisterial District Average: Judicial District Average: 25

Average Total Annual Caseload: 4,474

4.66%

25.08%

2011

9.34%

25.08%

2012

13.83%

2011

13.83%

2012

Reported AOPC

Reported AOPC

Reestablish53-3-02

WORKLOAD

CASELOAD

Magisterial District Average: Judicial District Average: -15

Average Total Annual Workload: 26,736

Magisterial District Average: Class of County Average: -17

Magisterial District Average: Judicial District Average: -1

Average Total Annual Caseload: 3,538

-17.23%

-1.09%

2011

-13.53%

-1.09%

2012

-15.61%

2011

-15.61%

2012

Reported AOPC

Reported AOPC

Eliminate53-3-03

WORKLOAD

CASELOAD

Magisterial District Average: Judicial District Average: -38

Average Total Annual Workload: 19,762

Magisterial District Average: Class of County Average: -32

Magisterial District Average: Judicial District Average: -19

Average Total Annual Caseload: 2,907

-31.99%

-18.73%

2011

-28.96%

-18.73%

2012

-37.62%

2011

-37.62%

2012

Reported AOPC

Reported AOPC

Realign53-3-04
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