
Magisterial District Reestablishment 2012

Judicial District Summary Sheet

Judicial District #: 28

County Name: Venango

Caseload and Magisterial District Elimination Analysis

The difference between the average annual caseload of Judicial District # 28 and its class of county: %-18

Summary of Proposed Actions

Realign28-3-01

Realign28-3-02

Reestablish28-3-03

Eliminate28-3-04

Criminal cases are heard weekly on Wednesday with two judges presiding - one presides over preliminary hearings 
and one accepts guilty pleas, waivers and imposes sentences.  One factor is establishing central court was the 
disparity in filings between two courts; followed by standardization of processes, convenience and timeliness.

Population has decreased, and population centers have shifted within the county.  Venango is in the heart of Utica 
Shale and on the fringe of Marcellus.

Night/Central/Alternate Court Operations

This judicial district utilizes the following diversionary courts to assist in balancing workload:

Public Comment

YesCentral Court: Night Court: No

Proposal Posted for Public Comment: Yes Comments Received: No

General Comments Note:  Central court responsibilities are shared and statistics/analysis  were revised to 
equalize criminal filings among all districts.
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Magisterial District Reestablishment 2012
VenangoCounty Name:

Judicial District #: 28

Existing and Proposed Magisterial Districts

ALLEGHENY TWP Voting District; CHERRYTREE TWP 
Voting District; COOPERSTOWN Voting District; 
CORNPLANTER TWP DIST 01; CORNPLANTER TWP DIST 
02; JACKSON TWP Voting District; OAKLAND TWP Voting 
District; OIL CITY DIST 01; OIL CITY DIST 02; OIL CITY DIST 
03; OIL CITY DIST 04; OIL CITY DIST 05; OIL CITY DIST 06; 
OIL CITY DIST 07; OIL CREEK TWP Voting District; 
PLEASANTVILLE Voting District; PLUM TWP Voting 
District; ROUSEVILLE Voting District

ALLEGHENY TWP Voting District; CHERRYTREE TWP 
Voting District; COOPERSTOWN Voting District; 
CORNPLANTER TWP DIST 01; CORNPLANTER TWP DIST 
02; JACKSON TWP Voting District; OAKLAND TWP Voting 
District; OIL CREEK TWP Voting District; PLEASANTVILLE 
Voting District; PLUM TWP Voting District; ROUSEVILLE 
Voting District; SUGAR CREEK VTD 01; SUGAR CREEK 
VTD 02; SUGAR CREEK VTD 03; SUGAR CREEK VTD 05; 
SUGAR CREEK VTD 04

Police Departments: Sugarcreek Borough Police Department

Major Highways: Routes 62, 8, 417, 227, 322, 36

Magisterial District #: 28-3-01

Proposed Action: Realign

Proposed Geography:

Andrew F. Fish 

140 West State Street P.O. Box 186 

Term Expires: 1-5-14

Birthdate: 4-15-76

Mandatory Retirement: 2046

Pleasantville,  PA 16341

Magisterial District Judge & Office Information:

2,314

-11.00

-28.00

22,315

-8.00% Difference in Workload 
(magisterial district/judicial district):

Average Annual Caseload:

% Difference in Caseload 
(magisterial district/judicial district):

% Difference in Caseload 
(magisterial district/class of county):

Average Annual Workload:

Workload outside of a +/- 15% range requires realignment or support to 
maintain current configuration.

1. Population increased since last census.
2. This district was realigned in 1994 at which time the district wanted to find a more central location for the court and 
was not able to; instead an adjunct facility was established where the judge presides and accepts filings once a week.  
The adjunct facility is located in Sugarcreek Borough, which is proposed to move.  This district will now include the City 
of Oil City - and a new search for a location will occur.
3. This realignment will make workload more equitable (within -1% of the average).

Existing Geography:

Office within district: Yes

Residence within district: Yes
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Existing and Proposed Magisterial Districts

BARKEYVILLE Voting District; CLINTON TWP Voting 
District; CLINTONVILLE Voting District; CRANBERRY TWP 
DIST 01; CRANBERRY TWP DIST 02; CRANBERRY TWP 
DIST 03; CRANBERRY TWP DIST 04; EMLENTON Voting 
District; IRWIN TWP Voting District; PINEGROVE TWP 
Voting District; RICHLAND TWP Voting District; 
PRESIDENT TWP Voting District; ROCKLAND TWP DIST 01; 
ROCKLAND TWP DIST 02; SCRUBGRASS TWP Voting 
District; SUGAR CREEK VTD 01; SUGAR CREEK VTD 02; 
SUGAR CREEK VTD 03; SUGAR CREEK VTD 05; SUGAR 
CREEK VTD 04

CRANBERRY TWP DIST 01; CRANBERRY TWP DIST 02; 
CRANBERRY TWP DIST 03; CRANBERRY TWP DIST 04; 
OIL CITY DIST 01; OIL CITY DIST 02; OIL CITY DIST 03; OIL 
CITY DIST 04; OIL CITY DIST 05; OIL CITY DIST 06; OIL 
CITY DIST 07; PINEGROVE TWP Voting District; 
PRESIDENT TWP Voting District

Police Departments: Oil City Police Department

Major Highways: Routes 8, 62, 322, 257, 157

Magisterial District #: 28-3-02

Proposed Action: Realign

Proposed Geography:

Douglas I. Dinberg 

3156 State Route 257 P.O. Box 553 

Term Expires: 12-31-17

Birthdate: 5-19-44

Mandatory Retirement: 2014

Seneca,  PA 16346

Magisterial District Judge & Office Information:

3,301

26.00

3.00

32,336

33.00% Difference in Workload 
(magisterial district/judicial district):

Average Annual Caseload:

% Difference in Caseload 
(magisterial district/judicial district):

% Difference in Caseload 
(magisterial district/class of county):

Average Annual Workload:

Workload outside of a +/- 15% range requires realignment or support to 
maintain current configuration.

The realignment removing City of Oil City from this district will create a more equitable distribution of population and 
workload.

Existing Geography:

Office within district: Yes

Residence within district: Yes
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Existing and Proposed Magisterial Districts

CANAL TWP Voting District; FRANKLIN DIST 02 ED 01; 
FRANKLIN DIST 02 ED 02; FRANKLIN DIST 03; 
FRENCHCREEK TWP Voting District; MINERAL TWP Voting 
District; POLK Voting District; SANDYCREEK TWP Voting 
District; UTICA Voting District; VICTORY TWP Voting 
District

CANAL TWP Voting District; FRANKLIN DIST 02 ED 01; 
FRANKLIN DIST 02 ED 02; FRANKLIN DIST 03; 
FRENCHCREEK TWP Voting District; MINERAL TWP 
Voting District; POLK Voting District; SANDYCREEK TWP 
Voting District; UTICA Voting District; VICTORY TWP 
Voting District

Police Departments: Franklin Police Department, Polk Borough Police Department

Major Highways: Routes 8, 322, 965, 62

Magisterial District #: 28-3-03

Proposed Action: Reestablish

Proposed Geography:

Michael D. Snyder 

217 Thirteenth Street  

Term Expires: 1-3-16

Birthdate: 08-05-47

Mandatory Retirement: 2017

Franklin,  PA 16323

Magisterial District Judge & Office Information:

2,876

10.00

-10.00

25,136

3.00% Difference in Workload 
(magisterial district/judicial district):

Average Annual Caseload:

% Difference in Caseload 
(magisterial district/judicial district):

% Difference in Caseload 
(magisterial district/class of county):

Average Annual Workload:

Workload outside of a +/- 15% range requires realignment or support to 
maintain current configuration.

Existing Geography:

Office within district: Yes

Residence within district: Yes
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Existing and Proposed Magisterial Districts

BARKEYVILLE Voting District; CLINTON TWP Voting 
District; CLINTONVILLE Voting District; EMLENTON 
Voting District; IRWIN TWP Voting District; RICHLAND 
TWP Voting District; ROCKLAND TWP DIST 01; 
ROCKLAND TWP DIST 02; SCRUBGRASS TWP Voting 
District

Police Departments: Emlenton Police Department

Major Highways:

Magisterial District #: 28-3-04

Proposed Action: Eliminate

Proposed Geography:

Patrick E. Lowrey 

511 Hill Street, Suite 206 P.O. Box 456 

Term Expires: 12-31-17

Birthdate: 3-17-70

Mandatory Retirement: 2040

Emlenton,  PA 16373

Magisterial District Judge & Office Information:

1,959

-25.00

-39.00

17,604

-28.00% Difference in Workload 
(magisterial district/judicial district):

Average Annual Caseload:

% Difference in Caseload 
(magisterial district/judicial district):

% Difference in Caseload 
(magisterial district/class of county):

Average Annual Workload:

Workload outside of a +/- 15% range requires realignment or support to 
maintain current configuration.

Proposed elimination of this district upon mandatory retirement of judge presiding in 28-3-02 at the end of 2014; where 
the recently elected judge of 28-3-04 will move to the current office in 28-3-02 which will receive all of this district's 
municipalities.

Existing Geography:

Office within district: Yes

Residence within district: Yes
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Magisterial District Reestablishment 2012

Magisterial District Caseload/Workload Analysis

Judicial District and Class of County Comparison Statistics

Venango /  28

Notes on Analysis:

CASELOAD: The statistics provided are used to compare the average annual 
caseload of each magisterial district to the class of county average as one 
measure to assess whether any changes should be proposed.  Reported values 
are provided by the judicial district; the comparison values are provided by the 
MDJS. 

WORKLOAD: Where the average annual workload of a magisterial district is 
greater/less than 15% of the judicial district's workload average, the judicial 
district should realign - OR - explain why this difference does not impact 
workload equity within the judicial district.  A value that is green indicates it is 
within range; red requires justification if realignment or elimination are not 
proposed.

2012 
Filings

2012 
Class

2011 
Filings

2011 
Class

2,61262,6126

Judicial District Average Caseload

6 251 126 2,087 231 43 41 3,263

2011 
Class

CR PC TR CV LT MD Total 

485

NT

2011 Class of County Caseload Averages

TotalMDLTCVTRPC NTCR2012 
Class

2012 Class of County Caseload Averages

3,20439422282,019155 4772446
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2011 2012Venango

Judicial District Caseload Averages

6

9,504

5,406

1,391

3,320

1,718

515

2,483

20,687

24,338

27,989

6

9,504

5,406

1,391

3,320

1,718

515
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27,979

2011 2012
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NT
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Average 
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-15 % 
Workload

+ 15% 
Workload

Venango

Judicial District Workload Averages
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Magisterial District Caseload/Workload Analysis

WORKLOAD

CASELOAD

Magisterial District Average: Judicial District Average: -8

Average Total Annual Workload: 22,315

Magisterial District Average: Class of County Average: -28

Magisterial District Average: Judicial District Average: -11

Average Total Annual Caseload: 2,314

-29.09%

-11.40%

2011

-27.78%

-11.40%

2012

-8.31%

2011

-8.28%

2012

Reported AOPC

Reported AOPC

Realign28-3-01

WORKLOAD

CASELOAD

Magisterial District Average: Judicial District Average: 33

Average Total Annual Workload: 32,336

Magisterial District Average: Class of County Average: 3

Magisterial District Average: Judicial District Average: 26

Average Total Annual Caseload: 3,301

1.15%

26.38%

2011

3.02%

26.38%

2012

32.86%

2011

32.91%

2012

Reported AOPC

Reported AOPC

Realign28-3-02
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Magisterial District Caseload/Workload Analysis

WORKLOAD

CASELOAD

Magisterial District Average: Judicial District Average: 3

Average Total Annual Workload: 25,136

Magisterial District Average: Class of County Average: -10

Magisterial District Average: Judicial District Average: 10

Average Total Annual Caseload: 2,876

-11.87%

10.11%

2011

-10.24%

10.11%

2012

3.28%

2011

3.31%

2012

Reported AOPC

Reported AOPC

Reestablish28-3-03

WORKLOAD

CASELOAD

Magisterial District Average: Judicial District Average: -28

Average Total Annual Workload: 17,604

Magisterial District Average: Class of County Average: -39

Magisterial District Average: Judicial District Average: -25

Average Total Annual Caseload: 1,959

-39.97%

-25.00%

2011

-38.86%

-25.00%

2012

-27.67%

2011

-27.64%

2012

Reported AOPC

Reported AOPC

Eliminate28-3-04
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