
Magisterial District Reestablishment 2012

Judicial District Summary Sheet

Judicial District #: 27

County Name: Washington

Caseload and Magisterial District Elimination Analysis

Note: If the difference is >/= 10% no proposed eliminations or justification is required.

The difference between the average annual caseload of Judicial District # 27 and its class of county: 15%

Summary of Proposed Actions

Realign27-1-01

Reestablish27-1-02

Reestablish27-1-03

Reestablish27-2-01

Reestablish27-3-01

Reestablish27-3-02

Reestablish27-3-03

Realign27-3-05

Reestablish27-3-06

Reestablish27-3-07

Reestablish27-3-10

Central Court accepts certain felony charges and does not impact the criminal filings and resulting workload for 
the magisterial districts.

Night/Central/Alternate Court Operations

This judicial district utilizes the following diversionary courts to assist in balancing workload:

Public Comment

YesCentral Court: Night Court: No

Proposal Posted for Public Comment: Yes Comments Received: Yes

Solicitor for Council of Borough of East Washington opposes realignment of borough because of the impact 
on time and travel expenses for police officers and the code enforcement officer who will have to travel an 
additional 18 miles round trip for court hearings.

Harry Stiffler, President of the Washington County Bar Assoication conducted a straw poll of bar membership 
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Judicial District Summary Sheet

Judicial District #: 27

County Name: Washington

Statistics used for point of comparison remove Cumberland County, which was re-designated as a third class 
county based on population.  Statistics comparing to class of county will not be similar to those provided by the 
AOPC.

Business boom with opening of Meadows Casino.

Caseload anticipated to grow due to Marcellus Shale activity.   

County utilizes four specialty courts - two of them (Mental Health Diversionary Court and Veterans Court) 
directly involve the MDJ offices.

regarding plan - 86% approved plan.

William P.  Pelkey, member of the Centerville Borough Council,  expressed upset in the county's submitted 
proposal to not eliminate any magisterial districts and provided rebuttals to the county's supporting factors for 
its plan including the impact of Marcellus Shale, class of county rank, hearing record for MDJ Kanalis, 
construction of a Walmart and the impact of a university on caseload.
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Magisterial District Reestablishment 2012
WashingtonCounty Name:

Judicial District #: 27

Existing and Proposed Magisterial Districts

NORTH FRANKLIN TWP VTD 01; NORTH FRANKLIN TWP 
VTD 02; NORTH FRANKLIN TWP VTD 03; WASHINGTON 
WD 02 PCT 01; WASHINGTON WD 03 PCT 01; 
WASHINGTON WD 04; WASHINGTON WD 05 PCT 01; 
WASHINGTON WD 05 PCT 02; WASHINGTON WD 06 
PCT 01; WASHINGTON WD 06 PCT 03; WASHINGTON 
WD 07 PCT 01; WASHINGTON WD 07 PCT 02; 
WASHINGTON WD 07 PCT 03; WASHINGTON WD 07 
PCT 04; WASHINGTON WD 08 PCT 01

EAST WASHINGTON VTD 01; EAST WASHINGTON VTD 
02; NORTH FRANKLIN TWP VTD 01; NORTH FRANKLIN 
TWP VTD 02; NORTH FRANKLIN TWP VTD 03; 
WASHINGTON WD 02 PCT 01; WASHINGTON WD 03 
PCT 01; WASHINGTON WD 04; WASHINGTON WD 05 
PCT 01; WASHINGTON WD 05 PCT 02; WASHINGTON 
WD 06 PCT 01; WASHINGTON WD 06 PCT 03; 
WASHINGTON WD 07 PCT 01; WASHINGTON WD 07 
PCT 02; WASHINGTON WD 07 PCT 03; WASHINGTON 
WD 07 PCT 04; WASHINGTON WD 08 PCT 01

Magisterial District #: 27-1-01

Proposed Action: Realign

Proposed Geography:

Robert W. Redlinger 

75 East Maiden Street  

Term Expires: 1-3-16

Birthdate: 06-23-54

Mandatory Retirement: 2024

Washington,  PA 15301

Magisterial District Judge & Office Information:

9,085

95.00

124.00

73,116

103.00% Difference in Workload 
(magisterial district/judicial district):

Average Annual Caseload:

% Difference in Caseload 
(magisterial district/judicial district):

% Difference in Caseload 
(magisterial district/class of county):

Average Annual Workload:

Workload outside of a +/- 15% range requires realignment or 
support to maintain current configuration.

This district is located in and serves the City of Washington which is protected by one police 
department.  Any realignment of the City of Washington would be problematic for police and the 
citizens they serve.  This district also serves North Franklin Township which is where the MDJ 
resides.  East Washington Borough will be realigned and become part of Magisterial District 27-3-05.

Existing Geography:

Office within district: Yes

Residence within district: Yes
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Existing and Proposed Magisterial Districts

Police Departments: Washington City Police, North Franklin Township, East Washington Police

Major Highways: I-70, I-79, US Rte. 10, US Rte. 40, PA Rte. 18, PA Rte. 136, PA Rte. 844
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Existing and Proposed Magisterial Districts

CARROLL TWP VTD 01; CARROLL TWP VTD 02; 
CARROLL TWP VTD 03; CARROLL TWP VTD 04; 
CARROLL TWP VTD 05; DONORA VTD 01; DONORA 
VTD 02; DONORA VTD 04; DONORA VTD 05; DONORA 
VTD 06; DONORA VTD 07; DONORA VTD 09; 
MONONGAHELA WD 01; MONONGAHELA WD 02 PCT 
01; MONONGAHELA WD 02 PCT 03; MONONGAHELA 
WD 03 PCT 01; MONONGAHELA WD 03 PCT 02; NEW 
EAGLE VTD 01; NEW EAGLE VTD 02; DONORA VTD 03; 
DONORA VTD 08

CARROLL TWP VTD 01; CARROLL TWP VTD 02; CARROLL 
TWP VTD 03; CARROLL TWP VTD 04; CARROLL TWP VTD 
05; DONORA VTD 01; DONORA VTD 02; DONORA VTD 
04; DONORA VTD 05; DONORA VTD 06; DONORA VTD 
07; DONORA VTD 09; MONONGAHELA WD 01; 
MONONGAHELA WD 02 PCT 01; MONONGAHELA WD 
02 PCT 03; MONONGAHELA WD 03 PCT 01; 
MONONGAHELA WD 03 PCT 02; NEW EAGLE VTD 01; 
NEW EAGLE VTD 02; DONORA VTD 03; DONORA VTD 08

Victory Hill, Eldora, Hazelkirk, Dunkirk, Black DiamondVictory Hill, Eldora, Hazelkirk, Dunkirk, Black Diamond

Police Departments: Carroll Township, Donora, Monongahela

Major Highways: PA Rte. 88, PA Rte. 136, PA Rte. 837, PA Rte. 481, PA Rte. 43

Magisterial District #: 27-1-02

Proposed Action: Reestablish

Proposed Geography:

Mark A. Wilson 

604-B Park Avenue  

Term Expires: 12-31-17

Birthdate: 5-4-57

Mandatory Retirement: 2027

Monongahela,  PA 15063

Magisterial District Judge & Office Information:

4,686

1.00

15.00

44,098

22.00% Difference in Workload 
(magisterial district/judicial district):

Average Annual Caseload:

% Difference in Caseload 
(magisterial district/judicial district):

% Difference in Caseload 
(magisterial district/class of county):

Average Annual Workload:

Workload outside of a +/- 15% range requires realignment or 
support to maintain current configuration.

This district is located in and serves the City of Monongahela which is protected by one police 
department.  Any realignment of the City of Monongahela would be problematic for police and the 
citizens they serve.    The MDJ resides in the City of Monongahela.  

Existing Geography:

Office within district: Yes

Residence within district: Yes
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Existing and Proposed Magisterial Districts

ALLENPORT Voting District; CHARLEROI VTD 01; 
CHARLEROI VTD 02; CHARLEROI VTD 03; CHARLEROI 
VTD 04; CHARLEROI VTD 05; CHARLEROI VTD 06; 
DUNLEVY Voting District; ELCO Voting District; 
FALLOWFIELD TWP VTD 01; FALLOWFIELD TWP VTD 
02; FALLOWFIELD TWP VTD 03; FALLOWFIELD TWP 
VTD 04; NORTH CHARLEROI VTD 01; NORTH 
CHARLEROI VTD 02; ROSCOE Voting District; SPEERS 
Voting District; STOCKDALE Voting District; TWILIGHT 
Voting District

ALLENPORT Voting District; CHARLEROI VTD 01; 
CHARLEROI VTD 02; CHARLEROI VTD 03; CHARLEROI 
VTD 04; CHARLEROI VTD 05; CHARLEROI VTD 06; 
DUNLEVY Voting District; ELCO Voting District; 
FALLOWFIELD TWP VTD 01; FALLOWFIELD TWP VTD 02; 
FALLOWFIELD TWP VTD 03; FALLOWFIELD TWP VTD 04; 
NORTH CHARLEROI VTD 01; NORTH CHARLEROI VTD 02; 
ROSCOE Voting District; SPEERS Voting District; 
STOCKDALE Voting District; TWILIGHT Voting District

Police Departments: Charleroi, North Charleroi, RESA

Major Highways: I-70, PA Rte. 88, PA Rte. 136, PA Rte. 481, PA Rte. 917

Magisterial District #: 27-1-03

Proposed Action: Reestablish

Proposed Geography:

Larry W. Hopkins 

416 Fallowfield Avenue  

Term Expires: 1-5-14

Birthdate: 4-19-50

Mandatory Retirement: 2020

Charleroi,  PA 15022

Magisterial District Judge & Office Information:

4,985

7.00

23.00

37,988

5.00% Difference in Workload 
(magisterial district/judicial district):

Average Annual Caseload:

% Difference in Caseload 
(magisterial district/judicial district):

% Difference in Caseload 
(magisterial district/class of county):

Average Annual Workload:

Workload outside of a +/- 15% range requires realignment or 
support to maintain current configuration.

Existing Geography:

Office within district: Yes

Residence within district: Yes
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Existing and Proposed Magisterial Districts

CANONSBURG WD 01 PCT 03; CANONSBURG WD 01 
PCT 04; CANONSBURG WD 03 PCT 04; CANONSBURG 
WD 02 PCT 01; CANONSBURG WD 02 PCT 02; 
CANONSBURG WD 03 PCT 01; CANONSBURG WD 03 
PCT 03; CANTON TWP VTD 01; CANTON TWP VTD 02; 
CANTON TWP VTD 03; CANTON TWP VTD 04; CANTON 
TWP VTD 05; CHARTIERS TWP VTD 01; CHARTIERS 
TWP VTD 02; CHARTIERS TWP VTD 03; CHARTIERS 
TWP VTD 04; CHARTIERS TWP VTD 05; CHARTIERS 
TWP VTD 06; CHARTIERS TWP VTD 07; HOUSTON 
Voting District; CANONSBURG WD 03 PCT 02; 
CANONSBURG WD 02 PC 03

CANONSBURG WD 01 PCT 03; CANONSBURG WD 01 
PCT 04; CANONSBURG WD 03 PCT 04; CANONSBURG 
WD 02 PCT 01; CANONSBURG WD 02 PCT 02; 
CANONSBURG WD 03 PCT 01; CANONSBURG WD 03 
PCT 03; CANTON TWP VTD 01; CANTON TWP VTD 02; 
CANTON TWP VTD 03; CANTON TWP VTD 04; CANTON 
TWP VTD 05; CHARTIERS TWP VTD 01; CHARTIERS TWP 
VTD 02; CHARTIERS TWP VTD 03; CHARTIERS TWP VTD 
04; CHARTIERS TWP VTD 05; CHARTIERS TWP VTD 06; 
CHARTIERS TWP VTD 07; HOUSTON Voting District; 
CANONSBURG WD 03 PCT 02; CANONSBURG WD 02 PC 
03

MeadowlandsNot Listed:  Meadowlands

Police Departments: Canonsburg, Chartiers Township, Houston

Major Highways: I-79, PA Rte. 18, PA Rte. 519, PA Rte. 980

Magisterial District #: 27-2-01

Proposed Action: Reestablish

Proposed Geography:

David W. Mark 

45 East Water Street  

Term Expires: 1-5-14

Birthdate: 10-23-59

Mandatory Retirement: 2029

Canonsburg,  PA 15317

Magisterial District Judge & Office Information:

4,238

-9.00

4.00

38,199

6.00% Difference in Workload 
(magisterial district/judicial district):

Average Annual Caseload:

% Difference in Caseload 
(magisterial district/judicial district):

% Difference in Caseload 
(magisterial district/class of county):

Average Annual Workload:

Workload outside of a +/- 15% range requires realignment or 
support to maintain current configuration.

Existing Geography:

Office within district: Yes

Residence within district: Yes
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Existing and Proposed Magisterial Districts

FINLEYVILLE Voting District; NOTTINGHAM TWP Voting 
District; PETERS TWP VTD A 1; PETERS TWP VTD A 2; 
PETERS TWP VTD A 3; PETERS TWP VTD B 1; PETERS 
TWP VTD B 2; PETERS TWP VTD B 3; PETERS TWP VTD 
C 1; PETERS TWP VTD C 2; PETERS TWP VTD C 3; 
PETERS TWP VTD D 1; PETERS TWP VTD D 2; PETERS 
TWP VTD D 3; UNION TWP VTD 01; UNION TWP VTD 
02; UNION TWP VTD 03; UNION TWP VTD 04; UNION 
TWP VTD 05; UNION TWP VTD 06; UNION TWP VTD 07

FINLEYVILLE Voting District; NOTTINGHAM TWP Voting 
District; PETERS TWP VTD A 1; PETERS TWP VTD A 2; 
PETERS TWP VTD A 3; PETERS TWP VTD B 1; PETERS 
TWP VTD B 2; PETERS TWP VTD B 3; PETERS TWP VTD C 
1; PETERS TWP VTD C 2; PETERS TWP VTD C 3; PETERS 
TWP VTD D 1; PETERS TWP VTD D 2; PETERS TWP VTD D 
3; UNION TWP VTD 01; UNION TWP VTD 02; UNION 
TWP VTD 03; UNION TWP VTD 04; UNION TWP VTD 05; 
UNION TWP VTD 06; UNION TWP VTD 07

Police Departments: Peters Township, Monongahela

Major Highways: US Rte. 19, PA Rte. 88, PA Rte. 136, PA Rte. 9, PA Rte. 837

Magisterial District #: 27-3-01

Proposed Action: Reestablish

Proposed Geography:

James C. Ellis 

Suite 100 453 Valleybrook Road 

Term Expires: 12-31-17

Birthdate: 11-10-54

Mandatory Retirement: 2024

McMurray,  PA 15317

Magisterial District Judge & Office Information:

4,417

-5.00

9.00

27,890

-23.00% Difference in Workload 
(magisterial district/judicial district):

Average Annual Caseload:

% Difference in Caseload 
(magisterial district/judicial district):

% Difference in Caseload 
(magisterial district/class of county):

Average Annual Workload:

Workload outside of a +/- 15% range requires realignment or 
support to maintain current configuration.

This is a growing area both in population and business development.  The workload has been rising 
in this district every year since 2008. 

Existing Geography:

Office within district: Yes

Residence within district: Yes
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Existing and Proposed Magisterial Districts

BEALLSVILLE Voting District; BENTLEYVILLE VTD 01; 
BENTLEYVILLE VTD 02; COKEBURG Voting District; 
DEEMSTON Voting District; ELLSWORTH Voting 
District; MARIANNA Voting District; NORTH 
BETHLEHEM TWP VTD 01; NORTH BETHLEHEM TWP 
VTD 02; SOMERSET TWP VTD 01; SOMERSET TWP VTD 
02; WEST BETHLEHEM TWP Voting District; WEST PIKE 
RUN TWP VTD 01; WEST PIKE RUN TWP VTD 02

BEALLSVILLE Voting District; BENTLEYVILLE VTD 01; 
BENTLEYVILLE VTD 02; COKEBURG Voting District; 
DEEMSTON Voting District; ELLSWORTH Voting District; 
MARIANNA Voting District; NORTH BETHLEHEM TWP 
VTD 01; NORTH BETHLEHEM TWP VTD 02; SOMERSET 
TWP VTD 01; SOMERSET TWP VTD 02; WEST 
BETHLEHEM TWP Voting District; WEST PIKE RUN TWP 
VTD 01; WEST PIKE RUN TWP VTD 02

Police Departments: Beallsville, Southwest Regional, W. Pike Township

Major Highways: I-70, US Rte. 40, PA Rte. 136, PA 519, PA 917

Magisterial District #: 27-3-02

Proposed Action: Reestablish

Proposed Geography:

Curtis L. Thompson 

One Beech Street P.O. Box 685 

Term Expires: 1-3-16

Birthdate: 11-24-56

Mandatory Retirement: 2026

Ellsworth,  PA 15331

Magisterial District Judge & Office Information:

2,627

-44.00

-35.00

20,771

-42.00% Difference in Workload 
(magisterial district/judicial district):

Average Annual Caseload:

% Difference in Caseload 
(magisterial district/judicial district):

% Difference in Caseload 
(magisterial district/class of county):

Average Annual Workload:

Workload outside of a +/- 15% range requires realignment or 
support to maintain current configuration.

Marcellus Shale drilling activity and a new shopping will increase traffic and retail theft filings.  
Workload has been steadily increasing over last two years.

Existing Geography:

Office within district: Yes

Residence within district: Yes
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Existing and Proposed Magisterial Districts

CALIFORNIA VTD 01; CALIFORNIA VTD 02; CALIFORNIA 
VTD 03; CALIFORNIA VTD 04; CENTERVILLE VTD 01; 
CENTERVILLE VTD 02; CENTERVILLE VTD 03; 
CENTERVILLE VTD 04; CENTERVILLE VTD 05; 
CENTERVILLE VTD 06; COAL CENTER Voting District; 
EAST BETHLEHEM TWP WD 01; EAST BETHLEHEM TWP 
WD 02; EAST BETHLEHEM TWP WD 03; EAST 
BETHLEHEM TWP WD 04; LONG BRANCH Voting 
District; WEST BROWNSVILLE VTD 01; WEST 
BROWNSVILLE VTD 02; CALIFORNIA VTD 05

CALIFORNIA VTD 01; CALIFORNIA VTD 02; CALIFORNIA 
VTD 03; CALIFORNIA VTD 04; CENTERVILLE VTD 01; 
CENTERVILLE VTD 02; CENTERVILLE VTD 03; 
CENTERVILLE VTD 04; CENTERVILLE VTD 05; 
CENTERVILLE VTD 06; COAL CENTER Voting District; 
EAST BETHLEHEM TWP WD 01; EAST BETHLEHEM TWP 
WD 02; EAST BETHLEHEM TWP WD 03; EAST 
BETHLEHEM TWP WD 04; LONG BRANCH Voting District; 
WEST BROWNSVILLE VTD 01; WEST BROWNSVILLE VTD 
02; CALIFORNIA VTD 05

Richeyville, FredericktownNot Listed:  Richeyville, Fredericktown

Police Departments: Southwest Regional, California, California University, Centerville, East Bethlehem, 
West Brownsville

Major Highways: PA Rte. 88, PA Rte. 481, PA Rte. 43

Magisterial District #: 27-3-03

Proposed Action: Reestablish

Proposed Geography:

Joshua P. Kanalis 

685 National Pike West  

Term Expires: 1-5-14

Birthdate: 6-9-74

Mandatory Retirement: 2044

Brownsville,  PA 15417

Magisterial District Judge & Office Information:

3,266

-30.00

-20.00

25,831

-28.00% Difference in Workload 
(magisterial district/judicial district):

Average Annual Caseload:

% Difference in Caseload 
(magisterial district/judicial district):

% Difference in Caseload 
(magisterial district/class of county):

Average Annual Workload:

Workload outside of a +/- 15% range requires realignment or 
support to maintain current configuration.

There will be a Walmart opening in this district in 2012 which will increase traffic and retail theft 
filings.  The completion of Toll Road 43 will also bring an increase in traffic filings.  California 
University of Pennsylvania is located in this district and it is expanding and enrollment is increasing.  
The workload has been increasing in the last few years.

Existing Geography:

Office within district: Yes

Residence within district: Yes
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Existing and Proposed Magisterial Districts

EAST WASHINGTON VTD 01; EAST WASHINGTON VTD 
02; NORTH STRABANE TWP VTD 01; NORTH STRABANE 
TWP VTD 02; NORTH STRABANE TWP VTD 03; NORTH 
STRABANE TWP VTD 04; NORTH STRABANE TWP VTD 
05; NORTH STRABANE TWP VTD 06; SOUTH STRABANE 
TWP VTD 01; SOUTH STRABANE TWP VTD 02; SOUTH 
STRABANE TWP VTD 03; SOUTH STRABANE TWP VTD 
04; SOUTH STRABANE TWP VTD 05

NORTH STRABANE TWP VTD 01; NORTH STRABANE TWP 
VTD 02; NORTH STRABANE TWP VTD 03; NORTH 
STRABANE TWP VTD 04; NORTH STRABANE TWP VTD 
05; NORTH STRABANE TWP VTD 06; SOUTH STRABANE 
TWP VTD 01; SOUTH STRABANE TWP VTD 02; SOUTH 
STRABANE TWP VTD 03; SOUTH STRABANE TWP VTD 
04; SOUTH STRABANE TWP VTD 05

StrabaneNot Listed:  Strabane

Police Departments: North Strabane, South Strabane

Major Highways: I-70, I-79, US 19, US 40, PA Rte. 136, PA Rte. 519, PA Rte. 980

Magisterial District #: 27-3-05

Proposed Action: Realign

Proposed Geography:

Jay H. Weller 

1929-A Route 519 South  

Term Expires: 12-31-17

Birthdate: 4-28-54

Mandatory Retirement: 2024

Canonsburg,  PA 15317

Magisterial District Judge & Office Information:

6,248

34.00

54.00

40,959

14.00% Difference in Workload 
(magisterial district/judicial district):

Average Annual Caseload:

% Difference in Caseload 
(magisterial district/judicial district):

% Difference in Caseload 
(magisterial district/class of county):

Average Annual Workload:

Workload outside of a +/- 15% range requires realignment or 
support to maintain current configuration.

Existing Geography:

Office within district: Yes

Residence within district: Yes
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Existing and Proposed Magisterial Districts

CECIL TWP VTD 01; CECIL TWP VTD 02; CECIL TWP VTD 
03; CECIL TWP VTD 04; CECIL TWP VTD 05; CECIL TWP 
VTD 06; MC DONALD Voting District; MT. PLEASANT 
TWP VTD 01; MT. PLEASANT TWP VTD 02; MT. 
PLEASANT TWP VTD 03; MT. PLEASANT TWP VTD 04; 
ROBINSON TWP VTD 01; ROBINSON TWP VTD 02; 
ROBINSON TWP VTD 03

CECIL TWP VTD 01; CECIL TWP VTD 02; CECIL TWP VTD 
03; CECIL TWP VTD 04; CECIL TWP VTD 05; CECIL TWP 
VTD 06; MC DONALD Voting District; MT. PLEASANT 
TWP VTD 01; MT. PLEASANT TWP VTD 02; MT. 
PLEASANT TWP VTD 03; MT. PLEASANT TWP VTD 04; 
ROBINSON TWP VTD 01; ROBINSON TWP VTD 02; 
ROBINSON TWP VTD 03

HickoryNot Listed:  Hickory

Police Departments: Cecil, McDonald, Mt. Pleasant

Major Highways: I-70, I-79, US Rte. 19, US Rte. 40, PA Rte. 136, PA Rte. 519, PA Rte. 980, PA Rte. 50

Magisterial District #: 27-3-06

Proposed Action: Reestablish

Proposed Geography:

Valarie S. Costanzo 

3655 Millers Run Road, Suite 101  

Term Expires: 12-31-17

Birthdate: 12-15-69

Mandatory Retirement: 2039

Cecil,  PA 15321

Magisterial District Judge & Office Information:

4,321

-7.00

6.00

27,999

-22.00% Difference in Workload 
(magisterial district/judicial district):

Average Annual Caseload:

% Difference in Caseload 
(magisterial district/judicial district):

% Difference in Caseload 
(magisterial district/class of county):

Average Annual Workload:

Workload outside of a +/- 15% range requires realignment or 
support to maintain current configuration.

This is a growing area both in population and business development.  The workload in this district 
has doubled since 2005.

Existing Geography:

Office within district: Yes

Residence within district: Yes
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Existing and Proposed Magisterial Districts

BURGETTSTOWN Voting District; CROSS CREEK TWP 
VTD 01; CROSS CREEK TWP VTD 02; CROSS CREEK TWP 
VTD 03; HANOVER TWP VTD 01; HANOVER TWP VTD 
02; JEFFERSON TWP Voting District; MIDWAY Voting 
District; SMITH TWP VTD 01; SMITH TWP VTD 02; 
SMITH TWP VTD 03; SMITH TWP VTD 04; SMITH TWP 
VTD 05; SMITH TWP VTD 06; SMITH TWP VTD 07; 
CROSS CREEK TWP VTD 04

BURGETTSTOWN Voting District; CROSS CREEK TWP VTD 
01; CROSS CREEK TWP VTD 02; CROSS CREEK TWP VTD 
03; HANOVER TWP VTD 01; HANOVER TWP VTD 02; 
JEFFERSON TWP Voting District; MIDWAY Voting 
District; SMITH TWP VTD 01; SMITH TWP VTD 02; 
SMITH TWP VTD 03; SMITH TWP VTD 04; SMITH TWP 
VTD 05; SMITH TWP VTD 06; SMITH TWP VTD 07; 
CROSS CREEK TWP VTD 04

Police Departments: Jefferson, Smith, McDonald

Major Highways: US Rte. 22, PA Rte. 18

Magisterial District #: 27-3-07

Proposed Action: Reestablish

Proposed Geography:

Gary H. Havelka 

Suite 3 2038 Smith Township State Road 

Term Expires: 12-31-17

Birthdate: 5-3-60

Mandatory Retirement: 2030

Burgettstown,  PA 15021

Magisterial District Judge & Office Information:

3,983

-14.00

-2.00

36,568

1.00% Difference in Workload 
(magisterial district/judicial district):

Average Annual Caseload:

% Difference in Caseload 
(magisterial district/judicial district):

% Difference in Caseload 
(magisterial district/class of county):

Average Annual Workload:

Workload outside of a +/- 15% range requires realignment or 
support to maintain current configuration.

Existing Geography:

Office within district: Yes

Residence within district: Yes
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Existing and Proposed Magisterial Districts

AMWELL TWP VTD 01; AMWELL TWP VTD 02; BLAINE 
TWP Voting District; BUFFALO TWP Voting District; 
CLAYSVILLE Voting District; DONEGAL TWP VTD 01; 
DONEGAL TWP VTD 02; EAST FINLEY TWP VTD 01; 
EAST FINLEY TWP VTD 02; GREEN HILLS Voting District; 
HOPEWELL TWP Voting District; INDEPENDENCE TWP 
VTD 01; INDEPENDENCE TWP VTD 02; MORRIS TWP 
Voting District; SOUTH FRANKLIN TWP VTD 01; SOUTH 
FRANKLIN TWP VTD 02; WEST ALEXANDER Voting 
District; WEST FINLEY TWP VTD 01; WEST FINLEY TWP 
VTD 02; WEST MIDDLETOWN Voting District

AMWELL TWP VTD 01; AMWELL TWP VTD 02; BLAINE 
TWP Voting District; BUFFALO TWP Voting District; 
CLAYSVILLE Voting District; DONEGAL TWP VTD 01; 
DONEGAL TWP VTD 02; EAST FINLEY TWP VTD 01; EAST 
FINLEY TWP VTD 02; GREEN HILLS Voting District; 
HOPEWELL TWP Voting District; INDEPENDENCE TWP 
VTD 01; INDEPENDENCE TWP VTD 02; MORRIS TWP 
Voting District; SOUTH FRANKLIN TWP VTD 01; SOUTH 
FRANKLIN TWP VTD 02; WEST ALEXANDER Voting 
District; WEST FINLEY TWP VTD 01; WEST FINLEY TWP 
VTD 02; WEST MIDDLETOWN Voting District

Police Departments: Donegal

Major Highways: I-70, I-79, US Rte. 19, US Rte. 40

Magisterial District #: 27-3-10

Proposed Action: Reestablish

Proposed Geography:

Ethan T. Ward 

Suite C 200 Buffalo Center Lane 

Term Expires: 1-3-16

Birthdate: 03-19-71

Mandatory Retirement: 2041

Washington,  PA 15301

Magisterial District Judge & Office Information:

3,346

-28.00

-18.00

23,274

-35.00% Difference in Workload 
(magisterial district/judicial district):

Average Annual Caseload:

% Difference in Caseload 
(magisterial district/judicial district):

% Difference in Caseload 
(magisterial district/class of county):

Average Annual Workload:

Workload outside of a +/- 15% range requires realignment or 
support to maintain current configuration.

Marcellus Shale drilling and related filings (including traffic) is increasing in this district.  There was a 
significant filing increase in 2010 and there were 154 well permits issued.  There were 250 well 
permits issued in 2011 and another significant filing increase.  Most of the additional traffic filings 
were Motor Carrier violations which require a more considerable amount of bench time as 
compared to a traffic violation.

Existing Geography:

Office within district: Yes

Residence within district: Yes

Monday, August 06, 2012 Page 12 of 12



Magisterial District Reestablishment 2012

Magisterial District Caseload/Workload Analysis

Judicial District and Class of County Comparison Statistics

Washington /  27

Notes on Analysis:

CASELOAD: The statistics provided are used to compare the average annual 
caseload of each magisterial district to the class of county average as one 
measure to assess whether any changes should be proposed.  Reported values 
are provided by the judicial district; the comparison values are provided by the 
MDJS. 

WORKLOAD: Where the average annual workload of a magisterial district is 
greater/less than 15% of the judicial district's workload average, the judicial 
district should realign - OR - explain why this difference does not impact 
workload equity within the judicial district.  A value that is green indicates it is 
within range; red requires justification if realignment or elimination are not 
proposed.

2012 
Filings

2012 
Class

2011 
Filings

2011 
Class

4,65544,6554

Judicial District Average Caseload

4 404 176 2,697 250 97 58 4,407

2011 
Class

CR PC TR CV LT MD Total 

724

NT

2011 Class of County Caseload Averages

TotalMDLTCVTRPC NTCR2012 
Class

2012 Class of County Caseload Averages

4,32066922622,635141 7333924

4

362

811

230

2,898

218

105

31

4,655

4

362

811

230

2,898

218

105

31

4,655

Class

CR

NT

PC

TR

CV

LT

MD

AVG

2011 2012Washington

Judicial District Caseload Averages

4

13,287

8,713

2,467

6,608

2,456

1,513

1,021

30,655

36,065

41,475

4

13,287

8,713

2,467

6,608

2,456

1,513

1,021

30,655

36,065

41,475

2011 2012

Class

CR

NT

PC

TR

CV

LT

MD

Average 
Workload

-15 % 
Workload

+ 15% 
Workload

Washingto
n

Judicial District Workload Averages
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Magisterial District Caseload/Workload Analysis

WORKLOAD

CASELOAD

Magisterial District Average: Judicial District Average: 103

Average Total Annual Workload: 73,116

Magisterial District Average: Class of County Average: 124

Magisterial District Average: Judicial District Average: 95

Average Total Annual Caseload: 9,085

106.16%

95.18%

2011

110.29%

95.18%

2012

102.73%

2011

102.73%

2012

Reported AOPC

Reported AOPC

Realign27-1-01

WORKLOAD

CASELOAD

Magisterial District Average: Judicial District Average: 22

Average Total Annual Workload: 44,098

Magisterial District Average: Class of County Average: 15

Magisterial District Average: Judicial District Average: 1

Average Total Annual Caseload: 4,686

6.34%

0.67%

2011

8.47%

0.67%

2012

22.27%

2011

22.27%

2012

Reported AOPC

Reported AOPC

Reestablish27-1-02

Page 28/6/2012



Magisterial District Caseload/Workload Analysis

WORKLOAD

CASELOAD

Magisterial District Average: Judicial District Average: 5

Average Total Annual Workload: 37,988

Magisterial District Average: Class of County Average: 23

Magisterial District Average: Judicial District Average: 7

Average Total Annual Caseload: 4,985

13.12%

7.10%

2011

15.39%

7.10%

2012

5.33%

2011

5.33%

2012

Reported AOPC

Reported AOPC

Reestablish27-1-03

WORKLOAD

CASELOAD

Magisterial District Average: Judicial District Average: 6

Average Total Annual Workload: 38,199

Magisterial District Average: Class of County Average: 4

Magisterial District Average: Judicial District Average: -9

Average Total Annual Caseload: 4,238

-3.83%

-8.95%

2011

-1.90%

-8.95%

2012

5.92%

2011

5.92%

2012

Reported AOPC

Reported AOPC

Reestablish27-2-01

WORKLOAD

CASELOAD

Magisterial District Average: Judicial District Average: -23

Average Total Annual Workload: 27,890

Magisterial District Average: Class of County Average: 9

Magisterial District Average: Judicial District Average: -5

Average Total Annual Caseload: 4,417

0.23%

-5.11%

2011

2.24%

-5.11%

2012

-22.67%

2011

-22.67%

2012

Reported AOPC

Reported AOPC

Reestablish27-3-01
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Magisterial District Caseload/Workload Analysis

WORKLOAD

CASELOAD

Magisterial District Average: Judicial District Average: -42

Average Total Annual Workload: 20,771

Magisterial District Average: Class of County Average: -35

Magisterial District Average: Judicial District Average: -44

Average Total Annual Caseload: 2,627

-40.39%

-43.56%

2011

-39.19%

-43.56%

2012

-42.41%

2011

-42.41%

2012

Reported AOPC

Reported AOPC

Reestablish27-3-02

WORKLOAD

CASELOAD

Magisterial District Average: Judicial District Average: -28

Average Total Annual Workload: 25,831

Magisterial District Average: Class of County Average: -20

Magisterial District Average: Judicial District Average: -30

Average Total Annual Caseload: 3,266

-25.89%

-29.83%

2011

-24.40%

-29.83%

2012

-28.38%

2011

-28.38%

2012

Reported AOPC

Reported AOPC

Reestablish27-3-03

WORKLOAD

CASELOAD

Magisterial District Average: Judicial District Average: 14

Average Total Annual Workload: 40,959

Magisterial District Average: Class of County Average: 54

Magisterial District Average: Judicial District Average: 34

Average Total Annual Caseload: 6,248

41.78%

34.23%

2011

44.63%

34.23%

2012

13.57%

2011

13.57%

2012

Reported AOPC

Reported AOPC

Realign27-3-05
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Magisterial District Caseload/Workload Analysis

WORKLOAD

CASELOAD

Magisterial District Average: Judicial District Average: -22

Average Total Annual Workload: 27,999

Magisterial District Average: Class of County Average: 6

Magisterial District Average: Judicial District Average: -7

Average Total Annual Caseload: 4,321

-1.95%

-7.17%

2011

0.02%

-7.17%

2012

-22.36%

2011

-22.36%

2012

Reported AOPC

Reported AOPC

Reestablish27-3-06

WORKLOAD

CASELOAD

Magisterial District Average: Judicial District Average: 1

Average Total Annual Workload: 36,568

Magisterial District Average: Class of County Average: -2

Magisterial District Average: Judicial District Average: -14

Average Total Annual Caseload: 3,983

-9.62%

-14.43%

2011

-7.80%

-14.43%

2012

1.40%

2011

1.40%

2012

Reported AOPC

Reported AOPC

Reestablish27-3-07

WORKLOAD

CASELOAD

Magisterial District Average: Judicial District Average: -35

Average Total Annual Workload: 23,274

Magisterial District Average: Class of County Average: -18

Magisterial District Average: Judicial District Average: -28

Average Total Annual Caseload: 3,346

-24.07%

-28.11%

2011

-22.55%

-28.11%

2012

-35.47%

2011

-35.47%

2012

Reported AOPC

Reported AOPC

Reestablish27-3-10
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JUDGE'S CHAMBERS 

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF WASHINGTON COUNTY 

TWENTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA 

WASHINGTON, PA 15301 

724-228-6830 

DEBBIE O'DELL SENECA 

PRESIDENT JUDGE 

March 30,2012 

Joseph Mittleman, Director 
Judicial Programs, AOPC 
1515 Market Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19101 

In Re: 27
th

 Judicial District MDJ Realignment 

Dear Mr. Mittleman: 

Please find enclosed the 27
th

 Judicial District formal plan to realign our Magisterial 
District Judge offices. A close review of case filings and workload revealed that Washington 
County is second among all fourth class counties in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. We 
would like to point out that if the workload and caseload for the year 2011 had been included 
in the formula, Washington County would be higher because case filings increased in 
criminal and civil. 

There are several factors that contributed to our proposed plan. First, Washington 

County is one of the few counties in Pennsylvania that has grown in population since the 2000 

census. Second, there has been a business boom with the opening of the Meadows Casino 

and the expansion of our Southpointe development. In fact, Southpointe II is currently under 

construction and already completely sold out. Third, the impact of Marcellus Shale has been 

enormous, not only at the MDJ level but in the Court of Common Pleas of Washington 

County. Criminal cases are at an all-time high, civil cases directly involved with Marcellus 

Shale are up, and non-traffic violations at the MDJ level have exploded. Fourth, our county 

currently has four Specialty Courts and two of them, being Mental Health Diversionary Court 

and Veterans Court, directly involve our MDJ offices. Finally, there is a housing shortage in 

the Washington area. 

Per your requirements, the plan was made available for public view and comment on 

our website, www.washingtoncourts.us. and placed in the Washington County Law Library, 

Prothonotary's office and the Clerk of Courts office. Yesterday was the 30-day deadline for 

public comment and we received none. However, the East Washington Borough solicitor sent 

correspondence in opposition to realigning their borough from 

 

http://www.washingtoncourts.us/


Joseph Mittleman, Director Page 2 March 30,2012 

27-1-01 (MDJ Redlinger) to 27-3-05 (MDJ Weller) because their police will be forced to 
travel farther. That letter is attached to the plan. 

Attorney Harry Stiffler, President of the Washington County Bar Association, 
offered to conduct a straw poll of the Bar membership relative to this proposed plan. Of 
those members responding, 86 percent voted "Yes" in support of the 27

th
 Judicial District 

Court's plan to maintain all 11 current MDJs. 

Thank you for extending our deadline to today. If Chief Justice Castille or your 
office requires anything further fholffo me, please do not hesitate to call. 

 

DOSxnb 
Enclosure 

 

 

SiAcetely yours, 

bbie O'Dell-Seneca, President Judge 



JUDICIAL DISTRICT SUMMARY WORKSHEET 

Judicial District Summary Worksheet 2011-12 Page 1 of 2 

rev. 11-21-11 

PLEASE SUBMIT ONE COPY OF THE JUDICIAL DISTRICT SUMMARY WORKSHEET. 
To enter data, press TAB to move between fields. 

I. JUDICIAL DISTRICT NUMBER:  27 

A. What is the class of county? 4 

B. What is the percentage difference in the 
average annual caseload between this judicial 
district and the applicable class of county? 

15*% 

II. PROPOSED ACTIONS:  

A. List existing magisterial districts:  
27-1-01; 27-1-02; 27-1-03; 27-2-01; 27-3-01; 27-3-02; 27-3-03; 27-3-05; 27-3-06; 
27-3-07; 27-3-10 

B. Does this judicial district have an annual 
average caseload that is ten percent above the 
average caseload for the applicable class of 
county?    

  YES   

1. If the answer to II. B. above is NO, are 
eliminations proposed?  

Choose Yes or No  

a) List magisterial districts proposed for elimination. 
      

b) If no eliminations are proposed based on II. B. above, what are the factors 
for this decision? 
      

2. If the answer to II. B. above is YES, are 
eliminations proposed?  

  NO   

a) List magisterial districts proposed for elimination. 
      

C. Are any magisterial districts proposed for 
reestablishment?  

  YES   

1. List magisterial districts proposed for reestablishment. 
 27-1-02; 27-1-03; 27-2-01; 27-3-01; 27-3-02; 27-3-03; 27-3-06;  27-3-07; 27-3-10 

D. Are any magisterial districts proposed for 
realignment?  

  YES   

1. List magisterial districts proposed for realignment. 
27-1-01; 27-3-05 



JUDICIAL DISTRICT SUMMARY WORKSHEET 

Judicial District Summary Worksheet 2011-12 Page 2 of 2 

rev. 11-21-11 

III. NIGHT AND CENTRAL COURT OPERATIONS 

A. Is there a night court operating within the 
judicial district? 

  NO   

B. Is there a central court operating within the 
judicial district? 

  YES   

C. Note comments regarding how night, central or other similar court programs 
impact operations within the judicial district.  
The Central Court system in Washington County only accepts certain felony 
charges (homicide, rape, involuntary deviate sexual intercourse, perjury, 
arson, armed robbery, and all cases in which homicide by vehicle is charged).  
Our Central Court system does not impact the criminal filings/workload 
figures within the Washington County magisterial districts. 

IV. PUBLIC COMMENT 

A. A request for public comment was posted: 
B. Comments were received: 
C. Comments are attached: 

  YES   

  YES   

  YES   

V. ADDITIONAL REMARKS CONCERNING PROPOSAL:  
*Cumberland County, on June 10, 2011, was de facto a 3rd class county and has been 
renamed per the Governor.  Thus Cumberland County's statistics were not included in 
our plan.  See attached. 

VI. DATE SUBMITTED TO AOPC:  03/30/2012 

VII. PRESIDENT JUDGE NAME:  Debbie O'Dell Seneca 

 

 

Signature  



MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT REESTABLISHMENT WORKSHEET 

Magisterial District Reestablishment Worksheet 2011-12 Page 1 of 2 

rev. 11-21-11 

PLEASE SUBMIT ONE COPY OF THIS WORKSHEET FOR EACH MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT. 
To enter data, press TAB to move between fields. 

I. MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT COURT NUMBER (#####):  27101 

II. BREAKDOWN OF MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT - CASELOAD  

A. Average Total Caseload: 9,085 

B. Difference (%) between this magisterial district’s 
average total caseload and your judicial district’s 
average total caseload: 

95% 

C. Difference (%) between this magisterial district’s 
average total caseload and applicable class of 
county’s average total caseload: 

124% 

III. BREAKDOWN OF MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT - WORKLOAD 

A. Average Total Workload: 73116 

B. Difference (%) between this magisterial district’s 
average total workload and the judicial district’s 
average total workload: 

103% 

C. Does this magisterial district have an average 
total workload that is fifteen percent greater 
than or less than any other magisterial district 
within your judicial district:  

  YES   

D. If YES, how does this difference impact workload equity within your judicial 
district?  
This district is located in and serves the City of Washington which is protected 
by one police department.  Any realignment of the City of Washington would be 
problematic for police and the citizens they serve.  This district also serves 
North Franklin Township which is where the MDJ resides.  East Washington 
Borough will be realigned and become part of Magisterial District 27-3-05.  

 

IV. PROPOSED CHANGE: 

A. Please indicate any proposed change in this 
magisterial district. Check all that apply. 

  Reestablish 
  Realign 
  Eliminate 

B. What is the proposed effective date (m/d/yyyy): 01/01/2013 



MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT REESTABLISHMENT WORKSHEET 

Magisterial District Reestablishment Worksheet 2011-12 Page 2 of 2 

rev. 11-21-11 

V. MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT INFORMATION: 

A. Magisterial District Judge Name: Robert Redlinger 

B. Term Expiration (m/d/yyyy):  1/13/2016 

C. Mandatory Retirement Date (m/d/yyyy): 6/23/2024 

D. Office Location (Street, City and Zip code): 
75 E. Maiden Street 
Washington 15301 

E. Is the office within the boundaries of the 
magisterial district:  

  YES   

F. Is the residence of the magisterial district judge 
within the boundaries of the magisterial district:  

  YES   

G. List any police departments located within this magisterial district: 
Washington City Police, North Franklin Township, East Washington Police  

H. List any major highways within this magisterial district:  
I-70, I-79, US RT 10, US RT 10, US RT 40, PA RT 18, PA RT 136, PA RT 844 

VI. LIST EXISTING MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT MUNICIPALITIES: 
City Of Washington, East Washington Borough, North Franklin Township  

 

VII. LIST PROPOSED MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT MUNICIPALITIES: 
City Of Washington, North Franklin Township 

 

VIII. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: 
      

 

PLEASE SAVE A COPY OF THIS WORKSHEET PRIOR TO ENTERING DATA FOR THE NEXT MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT. 



MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT REESTABLISHMENT WORKSHEET 

Magisterial District Reestablishment Worksheet 2011-12 Page 1 of 2 

rev. 11-21-11 

PLEASE SUBMIT ONE COPY OF THIS WORKSHEET FOR EACH MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT. 
To enter data, press TAB to move between fields. 

I. MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT COURT NUMBER (#####):  27102 

II. BREAKDOWN OF MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT - CASELOAD  

A. Average Total Caseload: 4686 

B. Difference (%) between this magisterial district’s 
average total caseload and your judicial district’s 
average total caseload: 

1% 

C. Difference (%) between this magisterial district’s 
average total caseload and applicable class of 
county’s average total caseload: 

15% 

III. BREAKDOWN OF MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT - WORKLOAD 

A. Average Total Workload: 44098 

B. Difference (%) between this magisterial district’s 
average total workload and the judicial district’s 
average total workload: 

22% 

C. Does this magisterial district have an average 
total workload that is fifteen percent greater 
than or less than any other magisterial district 
within your judicial district:  

  YES   

D. If YES, how does this difference impact workload equity within your judicial 
district?  
This district is located in and serves the City of Monongahela which is protected 
by one police department.  Any realignment of the City of Monongahela would 
be problematic for police and the citizens they serve.    The MDJ resides in the 
City of Monongahela.  This district also serves Donora Borough where the 
Marcellus Shale drilling is increasing. 

 

IV. PROPOSED CHANGE: 

A. Please indicate any proposed change in this 
magisterial district. Check all that apply. 

  Reestablish 
  Realign 
  Eliminate 

B. What is the proposed effective date (m/d/yyyy): 01/01/2013 



MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT REESTABLISHMENT WORKSHEET 

Magisterial District Reestablishment Worksheet 2011-12 Page 2 of 2 

rev. 11-21-11 

V. MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT INFORMATION: 

A. Magisterial District Judge Name: Mark Wilson 

B. Term Expiration (m/d/yyyy):  01-01-2012 

C. Mandatory Retirement Date (m/d/yyyy): 05-04-2027 

D. Office Location (Street, City and Zip code): 
604b Park Avenue 
Monongahela 15063 

E. Is the office within the boundaries of the 
magisterial district:  

  YES   

F. Is the residence of the magisterial district judge 
within the boundaries of the magisterial district:  

  YES   

G. List any police departments located within this magisterial district: 
Carroll Township, Donora, Monongahela 

H. List any major highways within this magisterial district:  
PA RT 88, PA RT 136, PA RT 837, PA RT 481, PA RT 43 

VI. LIST EXISTING MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT MUNICIPALITIES: 
City Of Monongahela, Donora Borough, New Eagle Borough, Carroll Township, 
Victory Hill, Eldora, Hazelkirk, Dunkirk, Black Diamond 

 

VII. LIST PROPOSED MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT MUNICIPALITIES: 
      

 

VIII. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: 
      

 

PLEASE SAVE A COPY OF THIS WORKSHEET PRIOR TO ENTERING DATA FOR THE NEXT MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT. 



MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT REESTABLISHMENT WORKSHEET 

Magisterial District Reestablishment Worksheet 2011-12 Page 1 of 2 

rev. 11-21-11 

PLEASE SUBMIT ONE COPY OF THIS WORKSHEET FOR EACH MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT. 
To enter data, press TAB to move between fields. 

I. MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT COURT NUMBER (#####):  27103 

II. BREAKDOWN OF MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT - CASELOAD  

A. Average Total Caseload: 4985 

B. Difference (%) between this magisterial district’s 
average total caseload and your judicial district’s 
average total caseload: 

7% 

C. Difference (%) between this magisterial district’s 
average total caseload and applicable class of 
county’s average total caseload: 

23% 

III. BREAKDOWN OF MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT - WORKLOAD 

A. Average Total Workload: 37988 

B. Difference (%) between this magisterial district’s 
average total workload and the judicial district’s 
average total workload: 

5% 

C. Does this magisterial district have an average 
total workload that is fifteen percent greater 
than or less than any other magisterial district 
within your judicial district:  

  NO   

D. If YES, how does this difference impact workload equity within your judicial 
district?  
      

 

IV. PROPOSED CHANGE: 

A. Please indicate any proposed change in this 
magisterial district. Check all that apply. 

  Reestablish 
  Realign 
  Eliminate 

B. What is the proposed effective date (m/d/yyyy): 01/01/2013 

V. MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT INFORMATION: 

A. Magisterial District Judge Name: Larry Hopkins 

B. Term Expiration (m/d/yyyy):  01-15-2014 



MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT REESTABLISHMENT WORKSHEET 

Magisterial District Reestablishment Worksheet 2011-12 Page 2 of 2 

rev. 11-21-11 

C. Mandatory Retirement Date (m/d/yyyy): 4-19-2020 

D. Office Location (Street, City and Zip code): 
416 Fallowfield Avenue 
Charleroi 15022 

E. Is the office within the boundaries of the 
magisterial district:  

  YES   

F. Is the residence of the magisterial district judge 
within the boundaries of the magisterial district:  

  YES   

G. List any police departments located within this magisterial district: 
Charleroi, N. Charleroi, RESA 

H. List any major highways within this magisterial district:  
I 70, PA RT 88, PA RT 136, PA RT 481, PA RT 917 

VI. LIST EXISTING MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT MUNICIPALITIES: 
Charleroi Borough, N. Charleroi Borough, Allenport Borough, Speers Borough, 
Dunlevy Borough, Roscoe Borough, Fallowfield Township 

 

VII. LIST PROPOSED MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT MUNICIPALITIES: 
      

 

VIII. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: 
      

 

PLEASE SAVE A COPY OF THIS WORKSHEET PRIOR TO ENTERING DATA FOR THE NEXT MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT. 



MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT REESTABLISHMENT WORKSHEET 

Magisterial District Reestablishment Worksheet 2011-12 Page 1 of 2 

rev. 11-21-11 

PLEASE SUBMIT ONE COPY OF THIS WORKSHEET FOR EACH MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT. 
To enter data, press TAB to move between fields. 

I. MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT COURT NUMBER (#####):  27201 

II. BREAKDOWN OF MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT - CASELOAD  

A. Average Total Caseload: 4238 

B. Difference (%) between this magisterial district’s 
average total caseload and your judicial district’s 
average total caseload: 

-9% 

C. Difference (%) between this magisterial district’s 
average total caseload and applicable class of 
county’s average total caseload: 

4% 

III. BREAKDOWN OF MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT - WORKLOAD 

A. Average Total Workload: 38199 

B. Difference (%) between this magisterial district’s 
average total workload and the judicial district’s 
average total workload: 

6% 

C. Does this magisterial district have an average 
total workload that is fifteen percent greater 
than or less than any other magisterial district 
within your judicial district:  

  NO   

D. If YES, how does this difference impact workload equity within your judicial 
district?  
      

 

IV. PROPOSED CHANGE: 

A. Please indicate any proposed change in this 
magisterial district. Check all that apply. 

  Reestablish 
  Realign 
  Eliminate 

B. What is the proposed effective date (m/d/yyyy): 01/01/2013 

V. MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT INFORMATION: 

A. Magisterial District Judge Name: David Mark 

B. Term Expiration (m/d/yyyy):  01-15-2014 



MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT REESTABLISHMENT WORKSHEET 

Magisterial District Reestablishment Worksheet 2011-12 Page 2 of 2 

rev. 11-21-11 

C. Mandatory Retirement Date (m/d/yyyy): 10-23-2029 

D. Office Location (Street, City and Zip code): 
45 E. Water Street 
Canonsburg 15317 

E. Is the office within the boundaries of the 
magisterial district:  

  YES   

F. Is the residence of the magisterial district judge 
within the boundaries of the magisterial district:  

  YES   

G. List any police departments located within this magisterial district: 
Canonsburg, Chartiers Township, Houston 

H. List any major highways within this magisterial district:  
I 79, PA RT 18, PA RT 519, PA RT 980 

VI. LIST EXISTING MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT MUNICIPALITIES: 
Canonsburg Borough, Canton Township, Houston Borough, Chartiers Township, 
Meadowlands 

 

VII. LIST PROPOSED MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT MUNICIPALITIES: 
      

 

VIII. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: 
      

 

PLEASE SAVE A COPY OF THIS WORKSHEET PRIOR TO ENTERING DATA FOR THE NEXT MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT. 



MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT REESTABLISHMENT WORKSHEET 
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PLEASE SUBMIT ONE COPY OF THIS WORKSHEET FOR EACH MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT. 
To enter data, press TAB to move between fields. 

I. MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT COURT NUMBER (#####):  27301 

II. BREAKDOWN OF MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT - CASELOAD  

A. Average Total Caseload: 4417 

B. Difference (%) between this magisterial district’s 
average total caseload and your judicial district’s 
average total caseload: 

-5% 

C. Difference (%) between this magisterial district’s 
average total caseload and applicable class of 
county’s average total caseload: 

9% 

III. BREAKDOWN OF MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT - WORKLOAD 

A. Average Total Workload: 27890 

B. Difference (%) between this magisterial district’s 
average total workload and the judicial district’s 
average total workload: 

-23% 

C. Does this magisterial district have an average 
total workload that is fifteen percent greater 
than or less than any other magisterial district 
within your judicial district:  

  YES   

D. If YES, how does this difference impact workload equity within your judicial 
district?  
This is a growing area both in population and business development.  The 
workload has been rising in this district every year since 2008 and with 
Marcellus Shale drilling on the horizon it will most likely continue to increase. 

 

IV. PROPOSED CHANGE: 

A. Please indicate any proposed change in this 
magisterial district. Check all that apply. 

  Reestablish 
  Realign 
  Eliminate 

B. What is the proposed effective date (m/d/yyyy): 01/01/2013 

V. MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT INFORMATION: 

A. Magisterial District Judge Name: James Ellis 
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B. Term Expiration (m/d/yyyy):  01/01/2012 

C. Mandatory Retirement Date (m/d/yyyy): 11-10-2024 

D. Office Location (Street, City and Zip code): 
453 Valleybrook Road, Suite 
100 
McMurray 15317 

E. Is the office within the boundaries of the 
magisterial district:  

  YES   

F. Is the residence of the magisterial district judge 
within the boundaries of the magisterial district:  

  YES   

G. List any police departments located within this magisterial district: 
Peters Township, Monongahela 

H. List any major highways within this magisterial district:  
US RT 19, PA RT 88, PA RT 136, PA RT 9, PA RT 837 

VI. LIST EXISTING MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT MUNICIPALITIES: 
Finleyville Borough, Union Township, Peters Township, Nottingham Township,  

 

VII. LIST PROPOSED MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT MUNICIPALITIES: 
      

 

VIII. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: 
      

 

PLEASE SAVE A COPY OF THIS WORKSHEET PRIOR TO ENTERING DATA FOR THE NEXT MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT. 
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PLEASE SUBMIT ONE COPY OF THIS WORKSHEET FOR EACH MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT. 
To enter data, press TAB to move between fields. 

I. MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT COURT NUMBER (#####):  27302 

II. BREAKDOWN OF MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT - CASELOAD  

A. Average Total Caseload: 2627 

B. Difference (%) between this magisterial district’s 
average total caseload and your judicial district’s 
average total caseload: 

-44% 

C. Difference (%) between this magisterial district’s 
average total caseload and applicable class of 
county’s average total caseload: 

-35% 

III. BREAKDOWN OF MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT - WORKLOAD 

A. Average Total Workload: 20771 

B. Difference (%) between this magisterial district’s 
average total workload and the judicial district’s 
average total workload: 

-42% 

C. Does this magisterial district have an average 
total workload that is fifteen percent greater 
than or less than any other magisterial district 
within your judicial district:  

  YES   

D. If YES, how does this difference impact workload equity within your judicial 
district?  
Marcellus Shale drilling is increasing in this district.  A new shopping plaza is 
being built in the Bentleyville area which will increase traffice and retail theft 
filings.  There is currently interstate highway construction on three bridges in 
the district which will allow more traffic flow and an increase in traffic filings.  
The workload has been increasing the past two years. 

 

IV. PROPOSED CHANGE: 

A. Please indicate any proposed change in this 
magisterial district. Check all that apply. 

  Reestablish 
  Realign 
  Eliminate 

B. What is the proposed effective date (m/d/yyyy): 01/01/2013 
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V. MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT INFORMATION: 

A. Magisterial District Judge Name: Curtis Thompson 

B. Term Expiration (m/d/yyyy):  01-03-2016 

C. Mandatory Retirement Date (m/d/yyyy): 11-24-2026 

D. Office Location (Street, City and Zip code): 
P O Box 685, One Beech 
Street 
Ellsworth 15331 

E. Is the office within the boundaries of the 
magisterial district:  

  YES   

F. Is the residence of the magisterial district judge 
within the boundaries of the magisterial district:  

  YES   

G. List any police departments located within this magisterial district: 
Beallsville, Southwest Regional, W. Pike Township 

H. List any major highways within this magisterial district:  
I 70, US RT 40, PA RT 136, PA 519, PA 917 

VI. LIST EXISTING MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT MUNICIPALITIES: 
Beallsville Borough, Bentleyville Borough, Deemston Borough, N.Bethlehem 
Township, Somerset Township, Ellsworth Borough, Cokeburg Borough, Marianna 
Borough, W. Bethlehem Township, West Pike Run Township 

 

VII. LIST PROPOSED MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT MUNICIPALITIES: 
      

 

VIII. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: 
      

 

PLEASE SAVE A COPY OF THIS WORKSHEET PRIOR TO ENTERING DATA FOR THE NEXT MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT. 
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rev. 11-21-11 

PLEASE SUBMIT ONE COPY OF THIS WORKSHEET FOR EACH MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT. 
To enter data, press TAB to move between fields. 

I. MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT COURT NUMBER (#####):  27303 

II. BREAKDOWN OF MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT - CASELOAD  

A. Average Total Caseload: 3266 

B. Difference (%) between this magisterial district’s 
average total caseload and your judicial district’s 
average total caseload: 

-30% 

C. Difference (%) between this magisterial district’s 
average total caseload and applicable class of 
county’s average total caseload: 

-20% 

III. BREAKDOWN OF MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT - WORKLOAD 

A. Average Total Workload: 25831 

B. Difference (%) between this magisterial district’s 
average total workload and the judicial district’s 
average total workload: 

-28% 

C. Does this magisterial district have an average 
total workload that is fifteen percent greater 
than or less than any other magisterial district 
within your judicial district:  

  YES   

D. If YES, how does this difference impact workload equity within your judicial 
district?  
Marcellus Shale drilling is increasing in this district.  There will be a Walmart 
opening in this district in 2012 which will increase traffic and retail theft filings.  
The completion of Toll Road 43 will also bring an increase in traffic filings.  
California University of Pennsylvania is located in this district and it is expanding 
and enrollment is increasing.  The workload has been increasing in the last few 
years. 

 

IV. PROPOSED CHANGE: 

A. Please indicate any proposed change in this 
magisterial district. Check all that apply. 

  Reestablish 
  Realign 
  Eliminate 

B. What is the proposed effective date (m/d/yyyy): 01/01/2013 
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V. MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT INFORMATION: 

A. Magisterial District Judge Name: Joshua Kanalis 

B. Term Expiration (m/d/yyyy):  01-05-2014 

C. Mandatory Retirement Date (m/d/yyyy): 06-09-2044 

D. Office Location (Street, City and Zip code): 
685 National Pike West 
Brownsville 15417 

E. Is the office within the boundaries of the 
magisterial district:  

  YES   

F. Is the residence of the magisterial district judge 
within the boundaries of the magisterial district:  

  YES   

G. List any police departments located within this magisterial district: 
Southwest Regional, California, California University, Centerville, E. Bethlehem, 
W. Brownsville 

H. List any major highways within this magisterial district:  
PA RT 88, PA RT 481, PA RT 43 

VI. LIST EXISTING MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT MUNICIPALITIES: 
California Borough, W. Brownsville Borough, Coal Center Borough, Centerville 
Borough, E. Bethlehem Township, Richeyville, Fredericktown  

 

VII. LIST PROPOSED MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT MUNICIPALITIES: 
      

 

VIII. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: 
      

 

PLEASE SAVE A COPY OF THIS WORKSHEET PRIOR TO ENTERING DATA FOR THE NEXT MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT. 
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PLEASE SUBMIT ONE COPY OF THIS WORKSHEET FOR EACH MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT. 
To enter data, press TAB to move between fields. 

I. MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT COURT NUMBER (#####):  27305 

II. BREAKDOWN OF MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT - CASELOAD  

A. Average Total Caseload: 6248 

B. Difference (%) between this magisterial district’s 
average total caseload and your judicial district’s 
average total caseload: 

34% 

C. Difference (%) between this magisterial district’s 
average total caseload and applicable class of 
county’s average total caseload: 

54% 

III. BREAKDOWN OF MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT - WORKLOAD 

A. Average Total Workload: 40959 

B. Difference (%) between this magisterial district’s 
average total workload and the judicial district’s 
average total workload: 

14% 

C. Does this magisterial district have an average 
total workload that is fifteen percent greater 
than or less than any other magisterial district 
within your judicial district:  

  NO   

D. If YES, how does this difference impact workload equity within your judicial 
district?  
      

 

IV. PROPOSED CHANGE: 

A. Please indicate any proposed change in this 
magisterial district. Check all that apply. 

  Reestablish 
  Realign 
  Eliminate 

B. What is the proposed effective date (m/d/yyyy): 01/01/2013 

V. MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT INFORMATION: 

A. Magisterial District Judge Name: Jay Weller 

B. Term Expiration (m/d/yyyy):  01-01-2012 
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C. Mandatory Retirement Date (m/d/yyyy): 05-04-2027 

D. Office Location (Street, City and Zip code): 
1929a, Route 519 
Canonsburg 15317 

E. Is the office within the boundaries of the 
magisterial district:  

  YES   

F. Is the residence of the magisterial district judge 
within the boundaries of the magisterial district:  

  YES   

G. List any police departments located within this magisterial district: 
North Strabane, South Strabane 

H. List any major highways within this magisterial district:  
I 70, I 79, US 19, US 40, PA RT 136, PA RT 519, PA RT 980 

VI. LIST EXISTING MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT MUNICIPALITIES: 
North Strabane Township, South Strabane Township, Strabane  

 

VII. LIST PROPOSED MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT MUNICIPALITIES: 
North Strabane Township, South Strabane Township, Strabane, East 
Washington Borough 

 

VIII. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: 
      

 

PLEASE SAVE A COPY OF THIS WORKSHEET PRIOR TO ENTERING DATA FOR THE NEXT MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT. 
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PLEASE SUBMIT ONE COPY OF THIS WORKSHEET FOR EACH MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT. 
To enter data, press TAB to move between fields. 

I. MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT COURT NUMBER (#####):  27306 

II. BREAKDOWN OF MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT - CASELOAD  

A. Average Total Caseload: 4321 

B. Difference (%) between this magisterial district’s 
average total caseload and your judicial district’s 
average total caseload: 

-7% 

C. Difference (%) between this magisterial district’s 
average total caseload and applicable class of 
county’s average total caseload: 

6% 

III. BREAKDOWN OF MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT - WORKLOAD 

A. Average Total Workload: 27999 

B. Difference (%) between this magisterial district’s 
average total workload and the judicial district’s 
average total workload: 

-22% 

C. Does this magisterial district have an average 
total workload that is fifteen percent greater 
than or less than any other magisterial district 
within your judicial district:  

  YES   

D. If YES, how does this difference impact workload equity within your judicial 
district?  
Marcellus Shale drilling is increasing in this district.  This is a growing area both 
in population and business development.  The workload in this district has 
doubled since 2005. 

 

IV. PROPOSED CHANGE: 

A. Please indicate any proposed change in this 
magisterial district. Check all that apply. 

  Reestablish 
  Realign 
  Eliminate 

B. What is the proposed effective date (m/d/yyyy): 01/01/2013 

V. MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT INFORMATION: 

A. Magisterial District Judge Name: Valarie S. Costanzo 
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B. Term Expiration (m/d/yyyy):  01-01-2012 

C. Mandatory Retirement Date (m/d/yyyy): 12-15-2039 

D. Office Location (Street, City and Zip code): 
3655 Millers Run Road 
Cecil 15321 

E. Is the office within the boundaries of the 
magisterial district:  

  YES   

F. Is the residence of the magisterial district judge 
within the boundaries of the magisterial district:  

  YES   

G. List any police departments located within this magisterial district: 
Cecil, McDonald, Mt. Pleasant 

H. List any major highways within this magisterial district:  
I 70, I 79, US RT 19, US RT 40, PA RT 136, PA RT 519, PA RT 980, PA RT 50 

VI. LIST EXISTING MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT MUNICIPALITIES: 
Mcdonald Borough, Cecil Township, Robinson Township, Hickory, Mt. Pleasant 
Township 

 

VII. LIST PROPOSED MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT MUNICIPALITIES: 
      

 

VIII. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: 
      

 

PLEASE SAVE A COPY OF THIS WORKSHEET PRIOR TO ENTERING DATA FOR THE NEXT MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT. 
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PLEASE SUBMIT ONE COPY OF THIS WORKSHEET FOR EACH MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT. 
To enter data, press TAB to move between fields. 

I. MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT COURT NUMBER (#####):  27307 

II. BREAKDOWN OF MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT - CASELOAD  

A. Average Total Caseload: 3983 

B. Difference (%) between this magisterial district’s 
average total caseload and your judicial district’s 
average total caseload: 

-14% 

C. Difference (%) between this magisterial district’s 
average total caseload and applicable class of 
county’s average total caseload: 

-2% 

III. BREAKDOWN OF MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT - WORKLOAD 

A. Average Total Workload: 36568 

B. Difference (%) between this magisterial district’s 
average total workload and the judicial district’s 
average total workload: 

1% 

C. Does this magisterial district have an average 
total workload that is fifteen percent greater 
than or less than any other magisterial district 
within your judicial district:  

  NO   

D. If YES, how does this difference impact workload equity within your judicial 
district?  
      

 

IV. PROPOSED CHANGE: 

A. Please indicate any proposed change in this 
magisterial district. Check all that apply. 

  Reestablish 
  Realign 
  Eliminate 

B. What is the proposed effective date (m/d/yyyy): 01/01/2013 

V. MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT INFORMATION: 

A. Magisterial District Judge Name: Gary Havelka 

B. Term Expiration (m/d/yyyy):  01-01-2010 
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C. Mandatory Retirement Date (m/d/yyyy): 05-03-2030 

D. Office Location (Street, City and Zip code): 
2038 Smith Twp. State Road 
Burgettstown 15021 

E. Is the office within the boundaries of the 
magisterial district:  

  YES   

F. Is the residence of the magisterial district judge 
within the boundaries of the magisterial district:  

  YES   

G. List any police departments located within this magisterial district: 
Jefferson, Smith, McDonald,  

H. List any major highways within this magisterial district:  
US RT 22, PA RT 18 

VI. LIST EXISTING MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT MUNICIPALITIES: 
Burgettstown Borough, Smith Township, Jefferson Township, Hanover Township, 
Midway Borough,  Cross Creek Township 

 

VII. LIST PROPOSED MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT MUNICIPALITIES: 
      

 

VIII. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: 
      

 

PLEASE SAVE A COPY OF THIS WORKSHEET PRIOR TO ENTERING DATA FOR THE NEXT MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT. 
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PLEASE SUBMIT ONE COPY OF THIS WORKSHEET FOR EACH MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT. 
To enter data, press TAB to move between fields. 

I. MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT COURT NUMBER (#####):  27310 

II. BREAKDOWN OF MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT - CASELOAD  

A. Average Total Caseload: 3346 

B. Difference (%) between this magisterial district’s 
average total caseload and your judicial district’s 
average total caseload: 

-28% 

C. Difference (%) between this magisterial district’s 
average total caseload and applicable class of 
county’s average total caseload: 

-18% 

III. BREAKDOWN OF MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT - WORKLOAD 

A. Average Total Workload: 23274 

B. Difference (%) between this magisterial district’s 
average total workload and the judicial district’s 
average total workload: 

-35% 

C. Does this magisterial district have an average 
total workload that is fifteen percent greater 
than or less than any other magisterial district 
within your judicial district:  

  YES   

D. If YES, how does this difference impact workload equity within your judicial 
district?  
Marcellus Shale drilling is increasing in this district.  There was a significant filing 
increase in 2010 and there were 154 well permits issued.  There were 250 well 
permits issued in 2011 and another significant filing increase.  The traffic filings 
of 2011 have increased over the 2010 traffic filings due to traffic associated with 
Marcellus Shale drilling.  Most of the additional traffic filings were Motor Carrier 
violations which require a more considerable amount of bench time as 
compared to a traffic violation. 

 

IV. PROPOSED CHANGE: 

A. Please indicate any proposed change in this 
magisterial district. Check all that apply. 

  Reestablish 
  Realign 
  Eliminate 
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B. What is the proposed effective date (m/d/yyyy): 01/01/2013 

V. MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT INFORMATION: 

A. Magisterial District Judge Name: Ethan T. Ward 

B. Term Expiration (m/d/yyyy):  01-13-2016 

C. Mandatory Retirement Date (m/d/yyyy): 03-19-2041 

D. Office Location (Street, City and Zip code): 
200 Buffalo Center Lane, 
Suite C 
Washington 15301 

E. Is the office within the boundaries of the 
magisterial district:  

  YES   

F. Is the residence of the magisterial district judge 
within the boundaries of the magisterial district:  

  YES   

G. List any police departments located within this magisterial district: 
Donegal 

H. List any major highways within this magisterial district:  
I 70, I 79, US RT 19, US RT 40 

VI. LIST EXISTING MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT MUNICIPALITIES: 
Claysville Borough, Amwell Township, Buffalo Township, S. Franklin Township, E. 
Finley Township, Blaine Township, W. Finley Township, West Alexander Borough, 
Donegal Township, Morris Township, Green Hills Borough, Independence 
Township, W. Middletown Borough, Hopewell Township 

 

VII. LIST PROPOSED MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT MUNICIPALITIES: 
      

 

VIII. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: 
      

 

PLEASE SAVE A COPY OF THIS WORKSHEET PRIOR TO ENTERING DATA FOR THE NEXT MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT. 



PUBLIC NOTICE 

The Pennsylvania Supreme Court mandates that the County of Washington undertake a review 
of the Magisterial District boundary lines no less than once every ten (10) years. The general 
purpose of this undertaking is to review changes in case load filings and then, if deemed 
necessary, to make modifications to the magisterial district boundary lines. The purpose of the 
modifications is to reduce large fluctuations in case loads among district courts within the 
County. 

The Twenty-Seventh Judicial District (Washington County) has completed its initial review. As 
required by the guidelines of the Pennsylvania Supreme Court, the plan is being made available 
to the citizens of Washington County for public comment. Same can be found on the Court 
web-site (www.washingtoncourts.us), the Courthouse Law Library, and in the offices of the 
Clerk of Courts and Prothonotary. All comments must be submitted in writing (no e-mails or 
phone calls) by Thursday, March 29, 2012, to 

Sally Michalski Special Courts 
Administrator Washington County 
Courthouse Court Administrator's 
Office 1S. Main Street, Suite 2004 
Washington, PA 15301 

N 

http://www.washingtoncourts.us/


District judges' caseloads increase 

Mandated review shows jump in cases since Marcelius Shale boom 

BY KATHIE O.WARCO 

Staff writer 

kwarcoticbobserver-reporter. com 

The Marcelius Shale gas industry may be having an impact on Washington County that was not foreseen. 

In the last year, the caseload handled by local district judges has increased. And that increase may be enough to 
allow all 11 district judges in the county to keep their offices open. 

President Judge Debbie O'Dell Seneca has drafted a plan that will be sent to the state Supreme Court that calls for 
realigning two of the offices and maintaining the other nine offices. 

The upper court mandates that counties review the boundary lines of the offices at least once every 10 years. The 
purpose is to review changes in caseload filings and make modifications in the boundary lines to reduce large 
fluctuations in caseloads among district courts in the county. 

O'Dell Seneca said the state's chief justice initially wanted to close about 50 magisterial district judge officers 
across the state. About half of those offices were closed by attrition. 

"We were asked to look at our district judge offices to see if any of the judges were close to retirement so a position 
could be eliminated," O'Dell Seneca said. "But none of our judges are close to retirement." 

The judges were directed to look at the five-year period prior to 2011. But the caseload for the district judges 
increased in 2011 with signs that trend will continue this year. O'Dell Seneca said the county's filings rank second 
among fourth-class counties in the state. 

"We are in a unique position," O'Dell Seneca said. "Our numbers were even bigger last year, and we expect to 
continue to increase because of the Marcelius Shale industry and impacts of developments like Southpointe II." 

The numbers are bigger across the board from criminal cases to civil lawsuits and landlord-tenant disputes. 

In the proposal, the offices of District Judges Robert Redlinger and Jay Weller will be realigned. East Washington, 
which is now covered by Redlinger, would be assigned to Weller, who also handles cases in North and South 
Strabane townships. 

"Redlinger's numbers were off the charts," O'Dell Seneca said. "We were looking at the possibility of realigning his 
office. But since he lives in North Franklin, we couldn't take that off of him. 

"Since the districts are required to be contiguous, we couldn't move East Washington to another judge such as 
Ethan Ward," she added. "Judge Weller agreed to take East Washington." 

O'Dell Seneca said the only other alternative would have been to divide North Franklin. 

The plan is available for public view and comment and www.washinQtoncourts.us. the courthouse law library and 
the offices of the clerk of courts and prothonotary. 

All comments on the proposal must be submitted in writing by March 29. Comments will be not be accepted via 
email or telephone. 

The county will send the plan to the state March 30. O'Dell is not certain when the county will hear back from the 
state. 

"But I feel very comfortable," she said of the proposal. 

Comments can be sent to Sally Michalski, Special Courts Administrator, Washington County Courthouse, Court 
Administrator's Office, 1 S. Main St., Suite 2004, Washington, PA 15301. 

http://washingtonobserverreporter.pa.newsmemory.com/eebrowser/frame/check.6503/php-s...    

http://www.washinqtoncourts.us/
http://washingtonobserverreporter.pa.newsmemory.com/eebrowser/frame/check.6503/php-s
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MARRINER, JONES & FITCH 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

800 WASHINGTON TRUST BUILDING 
30 East Beau Street 

WASHINGTON, PENNSYLVANIA 153014792 
(724) 225-6600 

Facsimile 
(724) 225-8861 

STEPHEN D. MARRINER JR. (E-mail: marriner@mjandf.com) STEPHEN D. MARRINER (1917-1993) 
CARY D. JONES (E-mail: jones@mjandf.com) CLARENCE A. CRUMRINE (1945-1993) 
COLIN E. FITCH (E-mail: filch@mjandf.com) 

March 27, 2012 

Ms. Sally Michalski Special Court 
Administrator Washington County 
Courthouse Court Administrator's 
Office 1 South Main Street - Suite 
2004 Washington. PA  15301 

In re: Realignment of Magisterial Districts 

Dear Ms. Michalski: 

I am solicitor for Council of the Borough of East Washington. 

Borough Council has directed me to write this letter stating its opposition to the proposed 
realignment of the magisterial districts whereby the Borough will be removed from Magisterial 
District Judge Robert Redlinger's jurisdiction and assigned to Magisterial District Judge Jay Weller 
in North Strabane Township. 

Obviously the proposal, if implemented, would involve additional travel expenses for 
Borough police officers who must attend court hearings. What is now a 2-mile round trip to Judge 
Redlinger's office will become a 20-mile round trip to Judge Weller's. But more importantly, the 
additional travel time for our police officers means an extended period in which our police force is 
depleted and we will have to look to poiice departments from neighboring municipalities, such as 
South Strabane Township, to cover for us. 

The proposed realignment impacts not only our police department, but also the Borough 
Code Enforcement Officer, who diligently performs his enforcement duties and frequently appears 
before Judge Redlinger. This will increase his travel expenses and absence from his office, as well. 

The proposed realignment creates more than mere inconvenience to the Borough of East 
Washington. Moving its court 10 miles away will result in additional costs and interfere with its 
police and government functions. 

mailto:marriner@mjandf.com
mailto:jones@mjandf.com
mailto:filch@mjandf.com
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East Washington Borough Council respectfully opposes the proposed realignment and 
requests that it continue to be ably served by Magisterial District Judge Robert Redlinger. 

Thanking you for your attention to this, I remain, 

Yours very truly, 

MARRINER. JONES & FITCH 

 
CaryDUt5nes 

CDJ/mak Enclosure 

cc: Blake E. McCandless, President of Council 
Members of Council Mark A. Pacilla, Mayor 
Mark Griffith, Police Department Michael E. 
Behrens, Code Enforcement Officer Heather 
Walsh, Borough Secretary 

p:\ewash\Michalski-Sally 
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