


IN THE COMMONWEALTH COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN RE: NOMINATION PETITION OF

MARK LAVELLE FOR THE

REPUBLICAN PARTY NOMINATION FOR

REPRESENTATIVE IN THE GENERAL : NO.

ASSEMBLY FROM THE 177TH :

LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT IN THE MAY 17, : ELECTION LAW MATTER

2022 PRIMARY ELECTION

PETITION OF: STACIA DEUTZ

PETITION TO SET ASIDE THE NOMINATION PETITION OF MARK LAVELLE
FOR THE REPUBLICAN PARTY NOMINATION FOR REPRESENTATIVE
IN THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FROM THE 177TH LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT
IN THE MAY 17, 2022 PRIMARY ELECTION

Petitioner Stacia Deutz, by and through her undersigned counsel, file this Petition to Set
Aside the Nomination Petition of Mark LaVelle for the Republican Party Nomination for
Representative in the General Assembly from the 177th Legislative District in the May 17, 2022
Primary Election.

I.  PARTIES

1. Petitioner Stacia Deutz is a qualified and validly registered and enrolled elector
registered with the Republican Party in Pennsylvania’s 177th Legislative District. Petitioner Deutz
resides at 1004 Haworth Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

2. Respondent Leigh M. Chapman is the Acting Secretary of the Commonwealth,
whose office address is 302 North Office Building, 401 North Street, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.

3. Respondent Mark LaVelle (“Candidate LaVelle”), whose address is 4425 East
Thompson Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, filed on March 28, 2022 a Nomination Petition (the
“Nomination Petition”) seeking to be listed on the ballot for the Republican Party nomination for

Representative in the General Assembly from the 177th Legislative District in the May 17, 2022



Primary Election.
II. JURISDICTION

4. This Court has original jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to 42 Pa. C.S. § 764
and 25 P.S. § 2937.

5. The Pennsylvania Election Code governs the matters at issue in this Petition. See
generally 25 P.S. §§ 2600 et seq.

II1. FACTUAL BACKGROUND

6. On May 17, 2022, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania will hold a Primary
Election, at which registered Republican voters in the 177th Legislative District will choose the
Republican Party’s nominee for Representative in the General Assembly.

7. Candidate LaVelle’s Nomination Petition consists of 26 pages accompanied by a
Candidate’s Affidavit. Copies of the Nomination Petition are attached to this Petition to Set Aside
as Exhibit A. Copies of Candidate LaVelle’s Candidate’s Affidavit are attached to this Petition
as Exhibit B.

8. The Nomination Petition purportedly contains 519 signature lines (some lines have
been stricken or are completely blank), but, as detailed below, there are numerous ineligible
signature and defects in the signatures. Candidate LaVelle’s Nomination Petition is fatally
defective.

IV.  OBJECTION TO NOMINATION PETITION

9. To qualify for the Republican Party ballot for Representative in the General
Assembly, a candidate must file a nomination petition containing 300 valid signatures of registered
and enrolled members of the Republican Party. 25 P.S. § 2872.1(14).

10.  Inaddition, the Election Code specifies the requirements for circulating and signing



a Nomination Petition in order for the Nomination to be valid. 25 P.S. §§ 2868, 2869.

11.  The Election Code also sets for the basis upon which the voters can challenge and
object to a Nomination Petition. 25 P.S. § 2937.

12.  Petitioner has reviewed Candidate LaVelle’s Nomination Petition and believe the
Nomination Petition is invalid, does not comply with the Election Code, and should be set aside
because Candidate LaVelle failed to obtain at least 300 valid signatures.

13. Challenges to Individual Signature Lines. Petitioner is challenging at least 366
invalid and ineligible signature lines out of the 519 signature lines in Candidate LaVelle’s
Nomination Petition. Reducing the total signature lines in the Nomination by 366 invalid
signatures results in only 153 valid signatures, well below the 300 signatures required to be listed

on the ballot for the Republican Party nomination for Representative in the General Assembly:

519 signature lines submitted
=366 invalid or ineligible signatures being challenged
153 valid signatures
300 valid signatures required for Representative
=153 valid signatures
147 shortfall of required signatures

14.  The spreadsheet chart required by this Court’s February 14, 2020 Standing Order,
which describes with particularity and page by page, line by line, the signature lines being
challenged in the Nomination Petition as ineligible or invalid is attached as Exhibit C.

15. Circulators Lack Personal Knowledge. In addition to bases for concluding that
individual signature lines are invalid, upon information and belief, Petitioner avers that the
circulators of nomination petition pages 2, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, and 26 did not circulate the pages
to the voters who signed those pages, and those circulators therefore lack the personal knowledge

required to validate those pages, which therefore must be stricken.



16.  This Court should set aside Candidate LaVelle’s Nomination Petition because
Candidate LaVelle failed to obtain at least 300 valid signatures of registered and enrolled members
of the Republican Party required to qualify for the Republican Party ballot for Representative in
the General Assembly.

WHEREFORE, the Petitioner prays this Honorable Court enter an Order as follows:

A. Sustaining the objections of the Petitioner to the Nomination Petition of Mark
LaVelle;
B. Declaring that Mark LaVelle does not have the requisite number of valid signatures

as required under the Election Code to have her name placed on the ballot for the Republican Party
nomination for Representative in the General Assembly from the 177th Legislative District;

C. Setting aside the Nomination Petition of Mark LaVelle;

D. Directing the Secretary of the Commonwealth to set aside the Nomination Petition
of Mark LaVelle and further directing them not to place Mark LaVelle’s name on the Republican
ballot for the Primary Election for Representative in the General Assembly from the 177th
Legislative District;

E. Ordering Mark LaVelle to pay costs of the proceedings, including attorney fees, as
the Court deems just, pursuant to 42 Pa. C.S. § 2503; and

F. Granting such further relief as the Court deems necessary and just.

Dated: April 4, 2022 Respectfully submitted,
/s/ Timothy J. Ford
Timothy J. Ford (Pa. Id. No. 325290)
Claire Blewitt Ghormoz (Pa. Id. No. 320816)
DILWORTH PAXSON LLP
1500 Market Street, Suite 3500E
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19102

tford@dilworthlaw.com
cghormoz@dilworthlaw.com




Tel.: (215) 575-7000
Fax: (215) 575-7200
Attorneys for Petitioner Stacia Deutz
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