
Chief Justice James Thompson 
1806-1874 
 
Term 
December 7, 1857-January 1, 1872; Chief Justice, December 2, 1867-January 1, 1872 
 
Education 
Studied law under John Gilmore in Butler; studied under Thomas Blair, Kittanning, Pa. 
 
Professional Experience 

• Worked on the Kittanning Gazette 
• Admitted to Armstrong bar, March 1828; Franklin bar, February 23, 1829 
• Delegate, Pennsylvania Constitutional Convention, 1837 
• Member, Pennsylvania House of Representatives, 1832-1835, 1855; Speaker, 1835 
• Governor David Porter appointed Thompson, Judge, District Court of Crawford, Warren, Venango 

Counties, 1839-1845 
• Member, House of Representatives, U.S. Congress (29th-31st) (March 4, 1845-March 3, 1851) 
• Elected Justice, Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, October 1857 
• Private Practice, 1872-1874 

 
Memberships and Associations 

• Democratic Presidential Elector, 1836 
 
Publications 

• Speech…on the Oregon Question…January 28, 1846 (1846). 
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