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Civil & Environmental Consultants, Inc. (-CEC") submits this brief as Amicus Curiae 

and pursuant to Pa.R.A.P. 53I(a), in support of the appeals of the Appellants (the 

-Commonwealth Parties") from the Commonwealth Court's July 26, 2012 order declaring 

portions of Act 13 of 2012 ("Act 13") facially unconstitutional. 

I. THE INTERESTS OF AMICUS CURIAE 

CEC, a Pennsylvania corporation, employs 300 Pennsylvania residents at its three offices 

within the Commonwealth, providing professional engineering, surveying, and environmental 

consulting services to multiple markets, including the natural gas industry. CEC has experienced 

significant growth in its business in the Commonwealth during recent years, in part due to the 

growth of the natural gas industry within Pennsylvania. The success of CEC and other similar 

firms has resulted in the employment of thousands of Pennsylvania engineers, geologists, 

scientists, surveyors, and support staff providing services directly to the natural gas industry in 

Pennsylvania. Further, the vitality of the economy in the Commonwealth driven by the natural 

gas industry has led CEC to plan for annual growth rates of more than 20% into the forseeable 

future, leading to more jobs and overall economic activity throughout Pennsylvania. 

For the reasons discussed in the -Statement of Amici Curiae The Pennsylvania 

Independent Oil And Gas Association, The Marcellus Shale Coalition, MarkWest Liberty 

Midstream & Resources, LLC, Penneco Oil Company, Inc., And Chesapeake Appalachia, LLC, 

In Support Of Appellants' Request For Expedited Consideration Of Appeal," CEC's business is 

threatened by the action taken by the Commonwealth Court in declaring portions of Act 13 

unconstitutional. 
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II. SUMMARY OF ARGUMENT  

CEC incorporates and adopts by reference the Brief of Appellants, the Commonwealth 

Parties, and the "Statement Of Amici Curiae The Pennsylvania Independent Oil And Gas 

Association, The Marcellus Shale Coalition, MarkWest Liberty Midstream & Resources, LLC, 

Penneco Oil Company, Inc., And Chesapeake Appalachia, LLC, In Support Of Appellants' 

Request For Expedited Consideration Of Appeal," and the arguments asserted in those briefs as 

to why the Commonwealth Court erred in declaring portions of Act 13 facially unconstitutional.  

Act 13, in its entirety, provided a much needed level of predictability to regulation of the natural 

gas industry in Pennsylvania. Based on this predictability and CEC's experience with The 

Pennsylvania Independent Oil And Gas Association, The Marcellus Shale Coalition, MarkWest 

Liberty Midstream & Resources, LLC, Penneco Oil Company, Inc., and Chesapeake Appalachia, 

LLC, CEC has made decisions to hire employees and make investments which will allow it to 

provide support services to a stable natural gas industry in Pennsylvania in the long term. The 

Commonwealth Court's decision removes this level of predictability, which CEC believes will 

likely cause a decrease in the level of the development of natural gas in Pennsylvania, and thus 

harm CEC. For these reasons, CEC respectfully submits its support of appeal. 

III. ARGUMENT   

CEC incorporates and adopts by reference the Brief of Appellants, the Commonwealth 

Parties, and the "Statement Of Amid Curiae The Pennsylvania Independent Oil And Gas 

Association, The Marcellus Shale Coalition, MarkWest Liberty Midstream & Resources, LLC, 

Penneco Oil Company, Inc., And Chesapeake Appalachia, LLC, In Support Of Appellants' 

Request For Expedited Consideration Of Appeal," and the arguments asserted in those briefs as 

to why the Commonwealth Court erred in declaring portions of Act 13 facially unconstitutional.  
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Act 13, in its entirety, provided a much needed level of predictability to regulation of the natural 

gas industry in Pennsylvania. Based on this predictability and CEC's experience with The 

Pennsylvania Independent Oil And Gas Association, The Marcellus Shale Coalition, MarkWest 

Liberty Midstream & Resources, LLC, Penneco Oil Company, Inc., and Chesapeake Appalachia, 

LLC, CEC has made decisions to hire employees and make investments which will allow it to 

provide support services to a stable natural gas industry in Pennsylvania in the long term. The 

Commonwealth Court's decision removes this level of predictability, which CEC believes will 

likely cause a decrease in the level of the development of natural gas in Pennsylvania, and thus 

harm CEC. For these reasons, CEC respectfully submits its support of appeal. 

IV. CONCLUSION  

This Court should reverse the order of the Commonwealth Court granting Appellees 

summary relief on Counts I-III and VIII and instruct the Commonwealth Court to enter summary 

relief for Appellants, the Commonwealth Parties, on those counts. 
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