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How are judges elected in Pennsylvania?

HARRISBURG — Pennsylvania judges are chosen in elections that occur in odd-numbered
years. Some judges serve 10-year terms, while others serve for 6 years. Judges must be
Pennsylvania residents and U.S. citizens, be at least 21 years-of-age and must retire no later than
age 75.

The infographic below highlights information about Pennsylvania’s judicial districts, terms,
elections and retention votes. Download a high-resolution version of the graphic.
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Terms, elections
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COMMON PLEAS COURTS
10-YEAR TERMS the
MUNICIPAL | MAGISTERIAL
COURT | DISTRICT COURTS
YEAR TERMS | 6-YEAR TERMS

The Supreme Court, Superior Court and Commonwealth Court
are appellate courts with statewide authority.

Courts of Common Pleas are trial courts
that preside over cases at the county level.

ial district and municipal courts
preside over cases at the local level.
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http://www.pacourts.us/news-and-statistics/media-resources

PA Courts InfoShare is a monthly product of the Administrative Office of Pennsylvania Courts
(AOPC) that visually highlights the work of the courts with interesting data and statistics
obtained through the judiciary’s case management systems, interactive dashboards and other
research. Reproduction is permissible with source cited.
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