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IN THE COMMONWEALTH COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA

MICHAEL CROSSEY, et al.,
Petitioners,
v.
KATHY BOOCKVAR, SECRETARY
OF THE COMMONWEALTH, et al.,
Respondents.
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:
:
:
:
:
:
:

SUPPLEMENTAL DECLARATION OF JONATHAN MARKS
I, Jonathan Marks, declare under the penalty of perjury pursuant to 18
Pa.C.S. § 4902 that:
I am the Deputy Secretary for Elections and Commissions for the
Department of State (the “Department”) of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.
This Declaration supplements the Declaration I submitted to the Court on May 18,
2020.
1.

In my May 18, 2020 Declaration, I gave statistics on the Pennsylvania

counties’ progress in processing applications for mail in and absentee ballots and
mailing out ballots.
2.

I stated that the Election Code requires counties to mail absentee and

mail-in primary election ballots for all approved applications by Tuesday, May 19,

2020, and that I would update the Court after that date. See May 18 Declaration ¶¶
14-43.
3.

Statewide, a large majority of counties are keeping up with mail-in

and absentee voting applications, with ballots being mailed out as applications are
processed.
4.

Some counties, however, are facing obstacles, especially those in

areas where the prevalence of COVID-19 is highest. If these obstacles persist into
next week, there is a possibility that they could result in significant delays in
voters’ receipt of ballots.
5.

As of Thursday, May 21, 2020, the counties had reported receipt of

approximately 1,701,141 applications for absentee and mail-in ballots.
6.

The counties had approved 1,528,212, or approximately 90%, of the

applications.
7.

Preliminary data indicates that the counties have mailed 1,459,871

million ballots, or approximately 96% of the applications approved so far, to
voters.
8.

The counties have received 441,012 voted ballots, which accounts for

approximately 29% of applications approved so far.
9.

Counties have continued to take steps to deal with the high volume of

applications by, for example, reassigning staff to assist with ballot processing and,
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in some cases, adding extra shifts at their election offices.
10.

The vast majority of counties do not appear to be having difficulty

managing the application process. As of May 21, 2020, more than half of the
counties in the Commonwealth had mailed ballots in response to more than 90% of
their approved applications.
11.

Certain counties, however, are experiencing delays or backlogs.

12.

For example, preliminary data shows that Montgomery County has

mailed out 131,932 ballots out of the 138,363 applications it has approved.
However, for reasons not within Montgomery County’s control, many ballots that
the county has mailed have been delayed in arriving at voters’ homes. These
delays may make it more difficult for voters who requested ballots well in advance
of the application deadline to return those ballots on time.
13.

Philadelphia County recently began receiving a surge of paper ballot

applications. Because these applications take longer to process than online
applications, and because of COVID-19 related staffing shortages and social
distancing rules, Philadelphia’s staff will face difficulties in promptly processing
all of the outstanding applications.
14.

A recent outage in Philadelphia’s Verizon connection, which covered

the network connection with the election database, further impeded Philadelphia’s
progress.
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15.

Preliminary data shows that as of May 21, Philadelphia County had

received 181,655 applications, rejected 2,114 of them, approved 159,772, and
mailed out 142,836 ballots.
16.

Of the counties identified in my May 18 declaration, other than

Philadelphia and Montgomery, preliminary data reported by the counties shows
that:
• Allegheny County had received 242,349 applications, rejected
20,120 of them, approved 222,757, and mailed out 205,646
ballots;
• Delaware County had received 78,333 applications, rejected
4,290 of them, approved 53,851, and mailed out 42,904 ballots;
• Lawrence County had received 9,400 applications, rejected 623
of them, approved 8,813, and mailed out 8,654 ballots;
• Lehigh County had received 47,057 applications, rejected 3,991
of them, approved 43,220, and mailed out 43,011 ballots; and
• Mercer County had received 11,067 applications, rejected 807
of them, approved 9,746, and mailed out 9,569 ballots.
17.

The last day for applying for a mail in or absentee ballot is Tuesday,

May 26.
18.

I understand that because of COVID-19 related staffing shortages or

technical difficulties, a small number of other counties may face challenges in
keeping up with their outstanding applications as the application deadline
approaches.
19.

After May 26, unless the Court instructs otherwise, I will give the
-4-

Court further information about the counties’ application numbers and the
existence of any backlogs.
I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

Executed on May 22, 2020.

Jonathan Marks
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