
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA 

OFFICE OF DISCIPLINARY COUNSEL, 
Petitioner 

v. 

JOHN J. KELLER, 
Respondent 

No. 1363 Disciplinary Docket No.3 

No. 43 DB 2008 

Attorney Registration No. 10282 
(Lehigh County) 

ORDER 

PER CURIAM: 

AND NOW, this 151
h day of October, 2014, there having been filed with this Court 

by John J. Keller his verified Statement of Resignation dated August 25, 2014, stating 

that he desires to resign from the Bar of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in 

accordance with the provisions of Rule 215, Pa.R.D.E., it is 

ORDERED that the resignation of John J. Keller is accepted; he is disbarred on 

consent from the Bar of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania; and he shall comply with 

the provisions of Rule 217, Pa.R.D.E. Respondent shall pay costs, if any, to the 

Disciplinary Board pursuant to Rule 208(g), Pa.R.D.E. 

A True Copy Patricia Nicola 
As Of 10/15/2014 

Att,st: ~}iWhJ 
Chief Cler · 
Supreme Court of Pennsylvania 



BEFORE THE DISCIPLINARY BOARD OF THE 
SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA 

OFFICE OF DISCIPLINARY COUNSEL 
Petitioner 

No. 1363 Disciplinary Docket No. 3 

No. 43 DB 2008 
v. 

Attorney Registration No. 10282 
JOHN J. KELLER 

Respondent (Lehigh County) 

RESIGNATION BY RESPONDENT 

Pursuant to Rule 215 
of the Pennsylvania Rules of Disciplinary Enforcement 



RE: Office of Disciplinary Counsel 
v. JOHN J. KELLER 
No. 1363 Disciplinary Docket No. 3 
No. 43 DB 2008 
Attorney Registration No. 1 0282 
(Lehigh County) 

RECORD OF PRIOR DISCIPLINE 

Disbarment- Ordered March 21, 1986 
No. 491 Disciplinary Docket No. 2 

By Opinion filed March 21, 1986, Respondent was Disbarred from the practice of law in this 
Commonwealth. The Disbarment was based on misconduct in two client matters. In the 
first charge, Respondent was hired to represent an estate, and estate check made payable 
to an heir was deposited into Respondent's trust account and used for his own purposes. 
In the second charge, Respondent represented both parties involved in a real estate 
transaction. Respondent converted the settlement funds to his own use without the 
knowledge or consent of the mortgagees, his clients or the title insurance company. By 
Order dated October 11, 1994, Respondent was reinstated to the practice of law. 



BEFORE THE DISCIPLINARY BOARD OF 
THE SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA 

OFFICE OF DISCIPLINARY COUNSEL, 
Petitioner 

No. 43 DB 2008 
v. 

Atty. Registration No. 10282 

JOHN J. KELLER 
Respondent (Lehigh County) 

RESIGNATION 
UNDER Pa.R.D.E. 215 

John J. Keller hereby tenders his unconditional resignation 

from the practice of law in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in 

conformity with Pa.R.D.E. 215 ("Enforcement Rules") and further 

states as follows: 

1. He is an attorney admitted in the Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania, having been admitted to the bar on November 18, 1971. 

His attorney registration number is 10282. 

2. He desires to submit his resignation as a member of said 

bar. 

3. His resignation is freely and voluntarily rendered; he is 

not being subjected to coercion or duress; and he is fully aware of 

the implications of submitting this resignation. 

4. He is aware that there is presently pending a formal 

disciplinary proceeding, the nature of which charges have been made 

known to him by service of a Petition for Discipline docketed at 

No. 43 DB 2008, a true and correct copy of which is attached 

hereto, made a part hereof, and marked "Exhibit A." 



5. He acknowledges that the material facts upon which the 

allegations of complaint contained in "Exhibit A" are based are 

true. 

6. He submits the within resignation because he knows that 

if charges were predicated upon the misconduct under investigation, 

he could not successfully defend himself against them. 

7. He is fully aware that the submission of this Resignation 

Statement is irrevocable and that he can only apply for 

reinstatement to the practice of law pursuant to the provisions of 

Enforcement Rule 218(b) and (c) 

8. He acknowledges that he is fully aware of his right to 

consult and employ counsel to represent him in the instant 

proceeding. He has/has not retained, consulted with, and acted 

upon the advice of counsel in connection with his decision to 

execute the within resignation. 

It is understood that the statements made herein are subject 

to the penalties of 18 Pa.C.S., Section 4904 (relating to unsworn 

falsification to 

Signed this 

er 
gistration No. 10282 

WITNESS: c;,./'('f\l 0 F{eJJ..wL 

:-·- -.-
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BEFORE THE DJSCIPLINARY BOARD OF THE 
SUPREME COURT OF PENNS'YL V A:NIA 

OFFICE OF DISCIPLINARY COUNSEL, 
Petitioner 

No. 43 DR2008 

v. 

JOHN J. KELLER1 

Atty. Reg .. No. 10282 

(Lehigh County) Respondent 

Pli1THON FOR DISCIPLINE 

Petitioner, Office ofDisciplinavy. Counsel, by Pa:ul J. Killion, Esquire, Chief 

Disciplinary Counsel, and Bruce H.l3ikin1 Esquire, Disciplinary Counsel, files the 

within Petiti<m for Discipline and chaFges Respondent, John J. Kel!er, with pm-

fessional misconduct in violation of the Rules of Professional G:onduct and the 

Pennsylvania Rules d Disciplinary Enfar.ceme.t1.t(heteinaJ.ter ,;Pa;R.D.E.") asfol-

lows: 

1. Petitioner, whos.e princip<il office ls located at the Pennsylvani~l Ju-

dicial Center, Suite 2700, 601 Commonwealth Avenue, P.O. Box 62485, Harris-

burg, Pennsylvania, is invested, pu1<suant to Rule 207 of the Pennsylvania Rules 

of Disciplinary Enforcement (hereinafter "Pa.R.D.E."), with the power and duty 

to investigate all matters involving alleged misconduct of an attorney admitted 

FILED 
MAY 12 2014 

(;Jflce OfthlilSOOre!aw 
The DisCIPlinary Soaitl of the 

•DIItHBIIIIIBII!IIIIIBii'lll!HIIIIIIIIIIII.Illllllllllllb Supretnr1COU1tcfPcr.:1$VMil'llll 

E>:hibit A -



~isci~l inary ~oara 

to practice law in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and to pros~·cute all disd­

plina:ry proceedings bwught in accordance with tbc various provis.lcms of said 

Rules of Disciplinary Enforcement. 

3. Respondent, John J, Keller, was born in 1945, was admitted to prac-

tice law in the Commonwealth on November 18, 1971, maintained his office at 

133 N. 5th Stl·eet, Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania, and is subject to the 

disciplinary jurisdiction of the Disciplinary B.oal'd of the Supreme Court. 

'1. On Feb1•um·y 1, 2007; Respondent was indicted by a Uni-ted States 

Grand Jury on seventeen counts of wire fraud under Title 18, U. S, Code, § 1343. 

Respondent was further charged with having defrauded his client, Tanya S!avin­

sky ("Ms. Slavinsky"), of $225,000. 

5. Respond(Ont was charged with using his position as Ms. Slavinsky's 

attorney to make unauthorized disbursements of her money from his IOLTA Ac­

count. Respondent was charged with using tha.t money to pay employee sala­

ries, purchase offke supplies and obtain cash for his personal use. 

6. On May 20, 2008, Resp.ondent vvas found guilty by a jul')' of c.ounts 

6 through 17 Qf the indictment for wire fraud pursuant to Title 18, 'U, S, Code,§ 

1343. 

7. Respondent was sentenced to 57 1nonths in prison for each count, 

to be served concurrently, and three (3) years of supervised release. Respondent 

was also ordered to pay $2251000 in restitution. 

2 
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8. By Order o.f July 31, 2008, the Pennsylvania Supreme Court gTanted 

Petitioner's Petition fol' Emergency Temporary Suspension and Related Relief 

pursuant to Pa. 1\, D. E. 208(£)(2) and pla~ed Respondent on temporary suspen-

sion. 

9. Respondent filed a direct appeal to the United States Court of Ap· 

peals for the Third Circuit seeking to overturn his conviction. On September 27, 

2010, the Third c;:h·cuit Court of Appeals affirmed Respondent's conviction and 

sentenc.e, 

10. Respondent subsequently filed an. ineffective assistance of counsel 

collateral appeal pursuant to 28 U.S,C. § 2233. On December 6, 2013, the district 

court dismissed the collateral attl'lck 011 the verdict ahd the sentence. 

11. By his conduct as alleged in Paragraphs 3 through 6 above, Re-

spondent violated the following Rules of Professional Conduct and Rules of Dis-
. 

dplinary Enforcement that were in effect at the time of Respondent's criminal 

conviction in2008: 

a. Former RPC 1.15(b), whJ.ch stated that a lawyer 
shall hold property of clients or third persons that is in the 
lawye1~ s possession in connection with a represenJ:atl:on 
separate from the lawyer's own propedy; 

b. RPC 8.4(b), which states that it is miSconduct for 
a lawyer to commit a. criminal act that reflects. adversely on the 
lawyer's honesty, trustworthiness or fitness as a lawyer in 
other respects; 

c. I<PC 8.4(t:); which states that it is misconduct 
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for a lawyer to engage ill conduct involving dishonesty, 
fraud, deceit or mlstepresent"Jtion; 

d. Fol'mer Pa. R. D. E. 203(b)(1), which stated that 
conviction of a serious crime shall be grounds for discipline; 

WHEREFORE, Petitioner prays that your Honorable Board appoint, pur· 

suant to Rule 205, Pa.R.D.E., a i:-Ieadng Committee to heat testimony Al'td receive 

evidence ln accordance with Rule 214(£)(1) .on the sole issue of the extent of the 

final discipline to be imposed, and at the conclusion of said heatin.g, to make 

such findings of fact, conclusions of law, and recommendations for discipline as 

it may deem appropriate. 

By 

Respectfully submitted, 

OFFICE OF DISCIPLJNARY COUNSEL 

ruce · .. .81 in 
Disciplinary Counsel 
Attorney Registration No. 22126 
District II Office 
S:i.o Adams Avenu.e, Suite 170 
Trooper, PA 19\103 
(610) 650-8210 
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VERIFIED SI'ATEMENT 

1, Bruce H. Bikh1, Disciplinary Counset st1>te under .the penalties provided 

inlS Pa. C. S. §4,904 {unsworn falsification to authorities) that: 

I am a Disciplinary Counsel of the Disciplinary Board of the Supr"me 

Court o.f Pennsylvania <~ssigned to prosecute this matter pursuant to the 

Pennsylvania Rule> of Disciplinary Enforcement; 

I am authorized to make this verified statementi and 

The facts contained in fhe attached Petiti<m for Discipline are true and 

correct to the best of my .knowledge, infol'mation and belief. 

Date Bruce H. Bi ·in 
DlscipHnal'Y Counsel 

., 




