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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA   IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
PENNSYLVANIA    

 Appellee    
   

v.   

   
JOHN R. MAJOR, JR.   

   
 Appellant   No. 486 WDA 2013 

 

Appeal from the Judgment of Sentence June 11, 2012 
In the Court of Common Pleas of Allegheny County 

Criminal Division at No(s): CP-02-CR-0005251-2011 
 

BEFORE: GANTMAN, P.J., DONOHUE, J., and FITZGERALD, J.* 

MEMORANDUM BY GANTMAN, P.J.: FILED: April 23, 2014 

 Appellant, John R. Major, Jr., appeals from the judgment of sentence 

entered in the Allegheny County Court of Common Pleas following his jury 

trial convictions for involuntary deviate sexual intercourse, incest, 

aggravated indecent assault, statutory sexual assault, resisting arrest or 

other law enforcement, simple assault, recklessly endangering another 

person, and related offenses.1  We affirm. 

 In its opinion, the trial court fully and correctly set forth the relevant 

facts and procedural history of this case.  Therefore, we have no reason to 

restate them. 
____________________________________________ 

1 18 Pa.C.S.A. §§ 3123, 4302, 3125, 3122.1, 5104, 2701, 2705, 
respectively. 
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 Appellant now raises two issues for our review: 

WHETHER THE TRIAL COURT ERRED IN DETERMINING 

THAT THE COMMONWEALTH ADMITTED SUFFICIENT 
EVIDENCE TO SUSTAIN A CONVICTION AS TO COUNT 3, 

RESISTING ARREST, WHEN THE COMMONWEALTH DID 
NOT ESTABLISH EACH ELEMENT OF THE OFFENSE BEYOND 

A REASONABLE DOUBT? 
 

WHETHER THE TRIAL COURT ABUSED ITS DISCRETION AT 
SENTENCING AFTER IT CITED INACCURATE AND 

UNSUBSTANTIATED INFORMATION IN JUSTIFICATION OF 
THE PENALTIES IMPOSED AT COUNT 3 AND COUNT 14 

THAT WERE ABOVE THE SENTENCING GUIDELINES? 
 

(Appellant’s Brief at 5).2 

 After a thorough review of the record, the briefs of the parties, the 

applicable law, and the well-reasoned opinion of the Honorable Jill E. 

Rangos, we conclude Appellant’s issues merit no relief.  The trial court 

opinion comprehensively discusses and properly disposes of the questions 

presented.  (See Trial Court Opinion, filed July 15, 2013, at 8-18) (finding: 

1) SWAT team surrounded Appellant’s home for 8 hours while Appellant 

____________________________________________ 

2 In his second issue, Appellant challenges the sentences imposed for his 

incest and simple assault convictions.  Appellant, however, failed to 
challenge the simple assault sentence at the sentencing hearing, in his post-

sentence motions, or in his concise statement of errors complained of on 
appeal, pursuant to Pa.R.A.P. 1925(b).  Thus, Appellant’s argument 
regarding the simple assault sentence is waived.  See Commonwealth v. 

Mann, 820 A.2d 788 (Pa.Super. 2003), appeal denied, 574 Pa. 759, 831 

A.2d 599 (2003) (stating objections to discretionary aspects of sentence are 
generally waived if they are not raised at sentencing hearing or in post-

sentence motions); Commonwealth v. Garland, 63 A.3d 339 (Pa.Super. 
2013) (reiterating claims not raised in court-ordered Rule 1925(b) statement 

are waived). 
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barricaded himself and young son inside; Appellant was not free to leave 

scene; detective had telephone conversations with Appellant and told him to 

come outside; jury could reasonably conclude Appellant knew during 

standoff that police were trying to arrest him; detective testified that 

Appellant threatened to harm anyone who came near home; Appellant 

threatened to kill himself and his son; Appellant created substantial risk of 

bodily injury to public servants and to others, and police had to use 

substantial force to overcome Appellant’s actions; 2) court provided on-the-

record statement of reasons for sentencing Appellant outside guidelines for 

incest conviction; court’s reference to multiple victims was not basis for 

incest sentence; instead, reference to multiple victims constituted reason for 

imposing certain sentences consecutively; regarding incest sentence, court 

considered that sexual abuse occurred on regular basis over extended 

period; Appellant’s actions had extraordinary emotional impact on victim; 

court determined Appellant was poor candidate for rehabilitation, because he 

blamed others for his conduct and maintained that incestuous relationship 

with minor victim was consensual).  Accordingly, we affirm on the basis of 

the trial court opinion. 

 Judgment of sentence affirmed. 
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Judgment Entered. 

 

 

Joseph D. Seletyn, Esq. 
Prothonotary 

 

Date: 4/23/2014 

 

 



           

   

 

   

  

   

 

  

   

 

    
  

   
   

  

  
    

     
   

  
     

   
   

   



          

     

    

   

  

   

 

 

 

   

                

              

          

         

  

     

  

  

      

  

     

     

 



            

               

                  

           

                 

     

     

            

             

               

             

             

            

             

                 

               

              

    

     

     

     

     

 



             

           

   

           

                  

                

                

                

                   

                   

                  

             

              

                 

                  

                   

                 

                

                 

                

                   

 



                  

  

             

                

                   

                

                 

                

                 

               

               

                 

             

               

               

    

           

               

                 

              

                  

               

                  
            

 



               

                   

                    

                    

                    

                

                   

                     

                

                 

             

               

                 

             

               

               

             

            

                  

                  

                     

       

 



             

              

                

             

              

              

              

                

                   

                   

              

               

           

             

                

             

        

 

              

              

           
           

            
             

 



            
               

           
   

        

           

       

              
              

            
      

    

            

              

                 

              

              

                  

                

          

            

                

               

              

                 

                   

 

 



               

                    

      

            

                

             

              

               

                

              

              

               

               

               

               

                

               

             

           

             

               

                  

            

 

 



              

             

               
               

               
                

                
               

 

            

             

   

             

               

               

                

               

              

             

                 

                  

        

              

                

                

            

 



                

                 

             

                

               

                    

               

                

                  

 

              

                

               

                

                

     

                

              

               

                 

               

               

              

 



              

                

             

                 

            

             

                   

                 

    

             

               

                

             

             

               

                 

            

                 

                  

               

              

               

 

  



               

  

            

               

             

              

            

             

              

           

               

              

                

              

               

                 

            

            

            

   

             

                  

             

 



               

             

                

   

              

                 

              

           

               

              

                  

                 

           

               

                

             

                

             

                  

             

                       
                    

                   
         

 

  
  

 



              

          

               

              

              

             

                 

        

             

              

             

                 

                

                

                

           

            

             

     

           
          

         
             
      

         

 



             

              

                 

            

              

           

             

                

                 

              

   

              

                

               

                

            

               

               

          

            
             

        

          

            
             

 



             
                 

     

                

                 

 

               
              

            
             

             
             

             
 

               

                   

                

               

          

             

               

                

             

                  

               

                

              

 



            

              

               

              

              

                

               

                

              

               

             

            

                

            

          

               

               

             

               

 

                  
  

 



 

                

     

   

  
 

 



   

              

                 

 

  
    

   
   

  
     

   
  

        

 


