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Appeal from the PCRA Order of October 31, 2013 
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Criminal Division at No.: CP-51-CR-0712531-2000 
 

BEFORE: FORD ELLIOTT, P.J.E., LAZARUS, J., and WECHT, J. 

MEMORANDUM BY WECHT, J.: FILED APRIL 17, 2014 

 William Case appeals the October 31, 2013 order denying his petition 

for relief pursuant to the Post-Conviction Relief Act (“PCRA”), 42 Pa.C.S. 

§§ 9541-46, after an evidentiary hearing.  We adopt the PCRA court’s well-

reasoned Pa.R.A.P. 1925(a) opinion, and we affirm.   

 The PCRA court detailed the factual history of this case as follows: 

On April 16, 1997, Eugene Blocker and Joseph Smith went to the 
area of 61st and Reinhard Streets in Philadelphia to purchase 

drugs.  When they arrived at that location, Charlie Thompson 
directed them to an alley near an abandoned house.  When 

Blocker and Smith entered the alley, [Case] began shooting at 
them.  Both men were struck in the back.  Blocker fell and died 

from his wounds.  Smith managed to get back to his car and 
drive away before losing consciousness.  He subsequently died 

as a result of his wounds.   

Police interviewed several eyewitnesses to the shooting.  
Thompson told the police that [Case] was the shooter.  Brenda 

Adams, who was standing on the porch of a home belonging to 
Virginia Johnson near the scene of the shooting, also identified 
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[Case] as the shooter.  Elwood Brown, who drove to the scene 

with Blocker and Smith, was unable to identify the shooter but 
gave police information about the victims. 

At trial, the Commonwealth called Brenda Adams.  Ms. Adams 
initially recanted her identification.  However, after a brief recess 

in the proceedings, Adams reaffirmed her identification of [Case] 

as the shooter.  The Commonwealth also called Charlie 
Thompson.  Mr. Thompson recanted his statement to police and 

claimed it had been coerced.  At that point, the Commonwealth 
introduced into evidence Thompson’s original written statement 
to the police, in which he identified [Case] as the shooter.  
Finally, the Commonwealth presented a letter written by [Case] 

in which he admitted to the murders.  Although this letter was 
anonymously written, a forensic document examiner identified 

the handwriting as that of [Case].  Moreover, the return address 
on the letter belonged to [Case’s] aunt. 

PCRA Court Opinion (“P.C.O.”), 11/18/2013, at 2-3.   

 The PCRA court further set forth the procedural events leading up to 

the instant appeal as follows: 

On April 15, 2002, following a capital jury trial before the 

Honorable John J. Poserina, [Case] was convicted of two counts 
of first[-]degree murder[1] and of violating the Uniform Firearms 

Act (VUFA).[2]  The jury could not reach a unanimous verdict 
with regard to the imposition of the death penalty.  Judge 

Poserina imposed consecutive life sentences on the murder bills 
and a concurrent prison term of two-and-a-half (2 ½) to five (5) 

years on the VUFA bill.  

Following the reinstatement of his direct appeal rights nunc pro 

tunc, [Case] file an appeal [to this Court], which affirmed his 

judgment of sentence on August 24, 2009.  The Pennsylvania 
Supreme [Court] denied [Case’s] request for allocatur.   

____________________________________________ 

1  18 Pa.C.S. § 2502(a).   

  
2  Specifically, Case was convicted of carrying a firearm on public streets 

or public property in Philadelphia, 18 Pa.C.S. § 6108. 
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On or about April 14, 2010, [Case] filed the instant PCRA 

petition.  J. Scott O’Keefe, Esq., was appointed to represent 
[Case] and filed an amended petition on his behalf.  When Mr. 

O’Keefe became a judge, Janis Smarro, Esq., was appointed in 
his place.  Ms. Smarro subsequently filed two additional 

amended PCRA petitions.  On November 29, 2012, the 
Commonwealth filed a motion to dismiss.   

The court denied the Commonwealth’s motion to dismiss and, on 
July 8, 2013, conducted an evidentiary hearing.  Both Fred 
Harrison, Esq., who represented [Case] at trial, and Virginia 

Johnson, a defense witness, testified during the hearing.  At the 
conclusion of this hearing, the court directed both parties to 

submit proposed Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law.   

After reviewing the relevant Notes of Testimony from [Case’s] 
trial and evidentiary hearing as well as the pleadings filed by the 

parties, [the PCRA] court dismissed the instant PCRA petition for 
lack of merit.   

P.C.O. at 1-2.   

 On November 8, 2013, Case filed a notice of appeal.  On November 

12, 2013, the PCRA court directed Case to file a concise statement of errors 

complained of on appeal pursuant to Pa.R.A.P. 1925(b).  Case timely 

complied on November 19, 2013, and the PCRA court issued its Rule 

1925(a) opinion.   

 Case presents the following issues for our review: 

I. Is [Case] entitled to post-conviction relief in the form of a 

new trial as a result of the ineffective assistance of 
counsel? 

A. Is [Case] entitled to post-conviction relief in the form of 

a new trial as a result of ineffective assistance of trial 
counsel for failing to interview Virginia Johnson and 

present her as a witness at trial? 

B. Is [Case] entitled to post-conviction relief in the form of 
a new trial as a result of ineffective assistance of trial 
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counsel for failing to object, to request a mistrial or to 

request a cautionary instruction after Commonwealth 
witness Brenda Adams testified that [Case] always 

carried a weapon? 

C. Is [Case] entitled to post-conviction relief in the form of 

a new trial as a result of ineffective assistance of trial 

counsel for failing to request the trial court to instruct 
the jury with regard to Charles Thompson’s immunized 
testimony? 

D. Is [Case] entitled to post-conviction relief in the form of 

a new trial as a result of ineffective assistance of trial 

counsel for failing to request the trial court to instruct 
the jury with regard to Charles Thompson’s prior 
conviction for robbery? 

E. Is [Case] entitled to post-conviction relief in the form of 

a new trial as a result of ineffective assistance of trial 

counsel for failing to request the trial court to instruct 
the jury with regard to Brenda Adams’ cooperation and 
plea for leniency? 

Brief for Case at 4-5.   

Our review of a PCRA court order dismissing a petition under the PCRA 

is subject to the following standard: 

We review an order dismissing a petition under the PCRA in the 

light most favorable to the prevailing party at the PCRA level.  

This review is limited to the findings of the PCRA court and the 
evidence of record.  We will not disturb a PCRA court’s ruling if it 
is supported by evidence of record and is free of legal error.  
This Court may affirm a PCRA court’s decision on any grounds if 
the record supports it.  We grant great deference to the factual 
findings of the PCRA court and will not disturb those findings 

unless they have no support in the record.  However, we afford 
no such deference to its legal conclusions.  Further, where the 

petitioner raises questions of law, our standard of review is de 

novo and our scope of review is plenary. 
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Commonwealth v. Rykard, 55 A.3d 1177, 1183 (Pa. Super. 2012) 

(quoting Commonwealth v. Ford, 44 A.3d 1190, 1194 (Pa. Super. 2012)) 

(internal citations omitted).   

Each of Case’s issues implicate the effectiveness of trial counsel, which 

is governed by the following standard:   

In Pennsylvania, counsel is presumed effective, and a defendant 
bears the burden of proving otherwise.  In order to be entitled to 

relief on a claim of ineffective assistance of counsel, the PCRA 
petitioner must plead and prove by a preponderance of the 

evidence that (1) the underlying claim has arguable merit; 
(2) counsel whose effectiveness is at issue did not have a 

reasonable basis for his action or inaction; and (3) the PCRA 
petitioner suffered prejudice as a result of counsel’s action or 
inaction.  When determining whether counsel’s actions or 
omissions were reasonable, we do not question whether there 

were other more logical course of actions which counsel could 

have pursued:  rather, we must examine whether counsel’s 
decisions had any reasonable basis.  Further, to establish 

prejudice, a petitioner must demonstrate that but for the act or 
omission in question, the outcome of the proceedings would 

have been different.  Where it is clear that a petitioner has failed 
to meet any of the three, distinct prongs . . ., the claim may be 

disposed of on that basis alone, without a determination of 
whether the other two prongs have been met. 

Commonwealth v. Steele, 961 A.2d 786, 796-97 (Pa. 2008) (citations and 

internal quotation marks omitted; emphasis in original). 

 We have reviewed the arguments that Case presents in his brief, the 

applicable law, the above legal standards, the certified record, and the PCRA 

court’s opinion, including the court’s credibility determinations and 

application of the governing law to the facts presented at trial and the 

evidentiary hearing.  Having done so, we agree with the PCRA court that 
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Case has not demonstrated that he is entitled to PCRA relief, and affirm the 

PCRA court’s October 31, 2013 order denying Case’s PCRA petition.  In doing 

so, we adopt the PCRA court’s reasoning, as set forth in its Rule 1925(a) 

opinion, as our own.  A copy of the court’s opinion is attached hereto for 

convenience.   

 Order affirmed.   

Judgment Entered. 

 

 

Joseph D. Seletyn, Esq. 
Prothonotary 

 

Date: 4/17/2014 

 

 



        
   

   

 

  

    

   
     

        

     

  

               

                

                  

              

                

              

                

       

              

               

              

             

   

 

    
 

  
 



              

             

               

              

            

                 

    

 

            

                

              

                

                  

                

        

            

                 

               

                  

     

            

 



             

             

                

              

              

              

              

                

 

 

     

               

     

            

              

           

                

 

                 

              

   

 



                

          

                

        

   

              

               

                 

               

                

                

                   

                

             

               

                  

                    

                      

                  

                 

                

 



               

                

                  

                

                 

                

      

               

           

                 

                 

                

               

                   

               

                   

            

                 

               

                 

                

                 

 



                    

                 

               

               

                  

               

                 

                  

                   

                

              

              

             

 



 

              

              

        

                   
                  

                
                   

                         
    

               
               

                  
     

               
                      

                     
                 

                
                

    

              
                  
               

                    
                      

                  
                

               
                  

                  
                   
               

                 
                     

                     
                        

                     
                 

 

 



             

                

               

                    

               

             

                

            

                

                 

                 

              

              

                

   

             

               

            

                   
                    

          

 



             

            

                 

                

                 

               

            

                   

                

            

       

             

              

                

                  

                

               

                  

             

              

                 

                  

 



               

                 

                 

               

                  

                   

                 

                  

                  

             

                  

                

              

                

            

           

              

                 

               

               

               

              

 



             

               

              

                

                

                 

        

              

            

                 

              

              

     

               

               

                 

                

              

                   

              

                 

                

 



               

            

                 

                

            

             

             

               

                

 
                  

                

            

               

              

           

               

                 

             

                

              

               

  

 



               

     

 


