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 Appellant, William Detillo, appeals from the judgment of sentence 

entered in the Allegheny County Court of Common Pleas, following his jury 

trial conviction for aggravated assault.1  We affirm and grant counsel’s 

petition to withdraw. 

In its opinion, the trial court fully and correctly set forth the relevant 

facts and procedural history of this case.  Therefore, we have no reason to 

restate them. 

As a preliminary matter, appellate counsel seeks to withdraw his 

representation pursuant to Anders v. California, 386 U.S. 738, 87 S.Ct. 

1396, 18 L.Ed.2d 493 (1967) and Commonwealth v. Santiago, 602 Pa. 
____________________________________________ 

1 18 Pa.C.S.A. § 2702(a)(1). 
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159, 978 A.2d 349 (2009).  Anders and Santiago require counsel to: 1) 

petition the Court for leave to withdraw, certifying that after a thorough 

review of the record, counsel has concluded the issues to be raised are 

wholly frivolous; 2) file a brief referring to anything in the record that might 

arguably support the appeal; and 3) furnish a copy of the brief to the 

appellant and advise him of his right to obtain new counsel or file a pro se 

brief to raise any additional points the appellant deems worthy of review.  

Santiago, supra at 173-79, 978 A.2d at 358-61.  Substantial compliance 

with these requirements is sufficient.  Commonwealth v. Wrecks, 934 

A.2d 1287, 1290 (Pa.Super. 2007).  “After establishing that the antecedent 

requirements have been met, this Court must then make an independent 

evaluation of the record to determine whether the appeal is, in fact, wholly 

frivolous.”  Commonwealth v. Palm, 903 A.2d 1244, 1246 (Pa.Super. 

2006) (quoting Commonwealth v. Townsend, 693 A.2d 980, 982 

(Pa.Super. 1997)). 

 In Santiago, supra, our Supreme Court addressed the briefing 

requirements where court-appointed appellate counsel seeks to withdraw 

representation: 

Neither Anders nor McClendon[2] requires that counsel’s 
brief provide an argument of any sort, let alone the type of 
argument that counsel develops in a merits brief.  To 

repeat, what the brief must provide under Anders are 
____________________________________________ 

2 Commonwealth v. McClendon, 495 Pa. 467, 434 A.2d 1185 (1981). 



J-S27002-14 

- 3 - 

references to anything in the record that might arguably 

support the appeal. 
 

*     *     * 
 

Under Anders, the right to counsel is vindicated by 
counsel’s examination and assessment of the record and 
counsel’s references to anything in the record that 
arguably supports the appeal. 

 
Santiago, supra at 176, 177, 978 A.2d at 359, 360.  Thus, the Court held: 

[I]n the Anders brief that accompanies court-appointed 

counsel’s petition to withdraw, counsel must: (1) provide a 
summary of the procedural history and facts, with citations 

to the record; (2) refer to anything in the record that 

counsel believes arguably supports the appeal; (3) set 
forth counsel’s conclusion that the appeal is frivolous; and 
(4) state counsel’s reasons for concluding that the appeal 
is frivolous.  Counsel should articulate the relevant facts of 

record, controlling case law, and/or statutes on point that 
have led to the conclusion that the appeal is frivolous. 

 
Id. at 178-79, 978 A.2d at 361. 

Instantly, appellate counsel filed a petition to withdraw representation.  

The petition states counsel fully reviewed the record and concluded the 

appeal would be wholly frivolous.  Counsel indicates he notified Appellant of 

the withdrawal request.  Counsel also supplied Appellant with a copy of the 

brief and a letter explaining Appellant’s right to proceed pro se or with new 

privately retained counsel to raise any points Appellant deems necessary.  In 

his Anders brief, counsel provides a summary of the procedural history of 

the case.  Counsel refers to evidence in the record that may arguably 

support the issues raised on appeal, and he provides citations to relevant 

law.  The brief also provides counsel’s reasons for his conclusion that the 
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appeal is wholly frivolous.  Therefore, counsel has substantially complied 

with the requirements of Anders and Santiago. 

As Appellant has filed neither a pro se brief nor a counseled brief with 

new privately retained counsel, we review this appeal on the basis of the 

issues raised in the Anders brief: 

WHETHER THERE WAS SUFFICIENT EVIDENCE TO 

CONVICT APPELLANT OF AGGRAVATED ASSAULT WHEN 
THE COMMONWEALTH FAILED TO PROVE BEYOND A 

REASONABLE DOUBT THAT APPELLANT ACTUALLY 
COMMITTED THE ASSAULT? 

 

WHETHER THERE WAS SUFFICIENT EVIDENCE TO 
CONVICT APPELLANT OF AGGRAVATED ASSAULT WHEN 

THE COMMONWEALTH FAILED TO PROVE BEYOND A 
REASONABLE DOUBT THAT APPELLANT HAD THE MENS 

REA TO COMMIT THE ASSAULT? 
 

WHETHER THE TRIAL COURT ABUSED ITS DISCRETION IN 
DENYING THE MOTION FOR NEW TRIAL WHEN THE 

VERDICT WAS CONTRARY TO THE WEIGHT OF THE 
EVIDENCE? 

 
WHETHER THE TRIAL COURT ERRED IN DENYING THE 

MOTION FOR MISTRIAL WHEN APPELLANT BECAME 
INCOMPETENT AT TRIAL AND COULD NOT ASSIST IN HIS 

DEFENSE? 

 
WHETHER THE TRIAL COURT ERRED BY ALLOWING DR. 

SQUIRES, AN EXPERT WITNESS OF THE COMMONWEALTH, 
TO INCREASE THE SCOPE OF HER TESTIMONY FROM HER 

EXPERT REPORT, WITH HER FINDING OF AN 

UNEQUIVOCAL CONCLUSION AS TO THE CAUSE AND 

NATURE OF THE INJURIES SUFFERED BY THE VICTIM? 
 

WHETHER THE TRIAL COURT ERRED BY ALLOWING DR. 
SQUIRES TO TESTIFY AS TO THE BASIS OF A REPORT 

WHICH WAS NOT PROVIDED TO APPELLANT, THE 
ORIGINAL OF WHICH HAS NEVER BEEN PROVIDED TO 

APPELLANT BEFORE, DURING OR AFTER TRIAL? 
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WHETHER THE COMMONWEALTH VIOLATED DUE PROCESS 
AND [ITS] DUTY UNDER BRADY V. MARYLAND, [373 

U.S. 83, 83 S.CT. 1194, 10 L.ED.2d 215 (1963)], WHEN 
DR. SQUIRES TESTIFIED TO SOMETHING DIFFERENT 

THAN WHAT WAS IN HER REPORT? 
 

(Anders Brief at 5-6). 

After a thorough review of the record, the briefs of the parties, the 

applicable law, and the well-reasoned opinion of the Honorable Edward J. 

Borkowski, we conclude Appellant’s issues merit no relief.  The trial court 

opinion comprehensively discusses and properly disposes of the questions 

presented.  (See Trial Court Opinion, filed December 9, 2013, at 7-16) 

(finding: 1-3) sufficient evidence demonstrated Appellant committed offense 

where Appellant and victim’s mother were arguing on morning of assault, 

victim appeared normal when mother left for work immediately prior to 

assault, Appellant was agitated when he first called victim’s mother to notify 

her about victim’s injuries, and Appellant was only person with victim from 

time victim’s mother left for work until ambulance arrived to take victim to 

hospital; sufficient evidence demonstrated Appellant acted recklessly under 

circumstances manifesting extreme indifference to value of human life, 

where doctors diagnosed victim’s injuries as abusive head trauma resulting 

from severe shaking event, victim would have been noticeably abnormal 

after severe shaking event, Appellant’s explanation that victim fell out of bed 
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was inconsistent with victim’s injuries, and victim is cognitively impaired due 

to injuries; jury’s verdict was not against weight of evidence;3 4) court 

granted recess during trial after Appellant suffered flare-up of Crohn’s 

disease; although Appellant moved for mistrial following recess, court denied 

motion after considering available evidence, observing Appellant, and 

conducting colloquy; Appellant was coherent and cooperative, and he 

presented no medical evidence to support mistrial motion; subsequent to 

court’s ruling, Appellant actively assisted trial counsel with defense; 5) court 

permitted Dr. Squires to testify as expert in physical child abuse; Dr. Squires 

personally examined victim, interviewed victim’s mother, and considered all 

medical data collected during victim’s hospitalization before making 

diagnosis; court properly permitted Dr. Squires to opine that victim’s injuries 
____________________________________________ 

3 In its opinion, the court concluded that Appellant’s concise statement of 
errors complained of on appeal was too vague to permit review of the weight 

claim.  We disagree with the court’s waiver analysis and emphasize that 
counsel filed the concise statement pursuant to Pa.R.A.P. 1925(c)(4), which 

does not require counsel to list specific issues to be raised on appeal.  
Despite its finding of waiver, the trial court noted, “Even if the Superior 
Court was to address Appellant’s [weight] claim, it is clear that the verdict 

was not against the weight of the evidence, and Appellant’s claim is without 
merit.”  (See Trial Court Opinion at 11 n.5) (citing Commonwealth v. 

Bruce, 916 A.2d 657 (Pa.Super. 2007), appeal denied, 593 Pa. 754, 932 
A.2d 74 (2007)).  For the reasons set forth in the trial court’s analysis of 
Appellant’s sufficiency claims, we agree that Appellant’s weight claim is also 
without merit.  See Commonwealth v. Champney, 574 Pa. 435, 832 A.2d 

403 (2003), cert. denied, 542 U.S. 939, 124 S.Ct. 2906, 159 L.Ed.2d 816 
(2004) (stating weight of evidence is exclusively for finder of fact who is free 

to believe all, part, or none of evidence and to determine credibility of 
witnesses; appellate review is limited to whether trial court palpably abused 

discretion in ruling on weight claim). 
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were caused by abusive head trauma; 6) Appellant initially objected to Dr. 

Squires’ testimony, claiming he did not receive her expert report; court 

conducted sidebar and determined that all parties had received same report, 

which was only report Dr. Squires prepared; 7) Commonwealth did not 

commit Brady violation; Commonwealth provided expert report to 

Appellant, who utilized report at trial; moreover, Dr. Squires testified 

consistent with report).  Accordingly, we affirm on the basis of the trial court 

opinion and grant counsel’s petition to withdraw. 

 Judgment of sentence affirmed; counsel’s petition to withdraw is 

granted. 

Judgment Entered. 

 

 

Joseph D. Seletyn, Esq. 

Prothonotary 

 

Date: 6/10/2014 

 

 



 

 

 

  

          
   

  
 

    

 

  

 

  

 

   

   

 

  

  
   

  

    
   

     
   

   
     

    
   

   



         
 

   

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

   

  

         

           

  

             

             

            

         

      
     

 



              

              

              

    

           

          

             

          

     

           

          
         

         
  

          
         

            
   

           
           
       

           
         

            
      

           
          

           
          

 



         
 
           

              
           
        

   
         

          
         

      

   

              

            

               

              

             

             

              

            

               

              

               

              

 



          

    

              

              

              

               

          

              

            

            

              

           

               

            

              

              

                

            

             

      

 



            

           

           

            

            

              

               

  

              

           

               

            

                 

              

       

             

                 

                 

                

              

 



            

            

   

         

 

   

             

           

            

            

       

            

  

          
           

           
           

           
          

          
        

        
           

            
          

               

 



        
           

       
           

          
          

             
  

             

             

         

             

           
             

            

  

            

                  

            

              

                  

              

            

                

 



             

            

            

              

                 

           

            

   

          

            

          

              

            

            

          

             

            

         

 



 

             

               

       

           

        

               
          

            
           

           
          

         
            

       

           

  

            

             

            

              

         

 



    

 

              

            

             

               

                

               

               

           

             

           

              

            

              

                
               
                

                
                

                
                

                 
                

                
             

  

 



             

          

          
            

           
         

           
          

        
       

          
         
           

         
          

       

         

            

               

            

           

           

             

           

            

           

               

 



             

             

             

              

              

            

             

             

              

         

     

 

             

              

              

      

              

                  

            

 



             

          

             

          

             

               

               

              

             

          

           

           

            

                  

    

     

 

              

                 

           

 



             

              

            

             

          

   

 

           

              

              

             

       

         
         

         
         

  

               
             

           
                   

                 
                 

                 
                    

     

 



  

           

            

            

             

               

           

 

            

   

   

 


