Rule 1910.16-4. Support Guidelines. Calculation of Support Obligation. Formula.
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(e) Support Obligations When Custodial Parent Owes Spousal Support.
Where children are residing with the spouse obligated to pay spousal support or
alimony pendente lite (custodial parent) and the other spouse (non-custodial parent)
has a legal obligation to support the children, the guideline amount of spousal support
or alimony pendente lite shall be determined by offsetting the non-custodial parent’s
obligation for support of the children and the custodial parent’s obligation of spousal
support or alimony pendente lite, and awarding the net difference either to the non-
custodial parent as spousal support/alimony pendente lite or to the custodial parent as
child support as the circumstances warrant.

The calculation is a five-step process. First, determine the spousal support
obligation of the custodial parent to the non-custodial parent based upon their net
incomes from the formula for spousal support without dependent children. Second,
[recompute] recalculate the net income of the parties assuming the payment of the
spousal support. Third, determine the child support obligation of the non-custodial
parent for [two] the children who are the subjects of the support action. Fourth,
determine the recomputed support obligation of the custodial parent to the non-custodial
parent by subtracting the non-custodial parent’s child support obligation from Step 3
from the original support obligation determined in Step 1. Fifth, because the first step
creates additional tax liability for the recipient non-custodial parent and additional tax
deductions for the payor custodial parent and the third step involves an offset of the
child support owed by the non-custodial parent against the spousal support or alimony
pendente lite owed by the custodial parent, only that reduced amount will be taxable.
Therefore, upon application of either party, the trier of fact may consider as a deviation
factor the ultimate tax effect of the calculation.
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