
Ardhika Aziz is a self-advocate and a valued member of the community Autism Peer 
Specialist (CAPS) team at Mental Health Partnerships. He was first diagnosed with 
autism at the age of three and has always used his diagnosis as an opportunity to make 
the most out of his experiences. He graduated with a Bachelor’s degree in Neuroscience 
from Temple University this past year and he would like to apply his experience working 
as a CAPS and materials from his Neuroscience courses to conduct autism research in 
the future and expand services for individuals on the autism spectrum.
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Morgan Bathgate is a college student at Messiah University studying Psychology. She 
graduated in 2020 from Mechanicsburg Area Senior High where she also played water 
polo, swam competitively, played violin, maintained a 4.0 GPA and took six Advanced 
Placement (AP) classes.

She was diagnosed with Autism when she was 3 years old. Morgan likes to remind people 
that she may think differently, learn differently and at times struggle to focus—but she 
embraces her extraordinary abilities. She is different—but not less.

Morgan describes herself as family oriented, artsy, techie, bookish, musical and 
adventurous. She loves nature, animals, video games and drawing.


