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Learn about Pennsylvania courts

HARRISBURG — The Pennsylvania court system is structured like a pyramid with the Supreme Court
at the top. The entry level into the court system for most Pennsylvanians is at the bottom of the pyramid
through the Courts of Limited Jurisdiction.

The infographic below provides an overview of how Pennsylvania courts are organized and the kinds of
work they do. Reporters are encouraged to use the full graphic or parts of the graphic by downloading a
high-resolution version.
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Pennsylvania Supreme Court:

The court of last resort in Pennsylvania and the oldest appeliate court in the nation. Annually,

e jusicesrecelve over 3,000 requestsfor appelate review. The court pimary hears appecis
courls, but also he is in death penaliy cases.

o d ions of the systom.

Supenor Coud

often the final arbiter
ol Iegal disputes. This court s responsible for appeals in criminal and most civl cases
from the Common Pleas Courts, and for applications under the wiretapping act.

Commonwealth Court:

Unique to v and one of

Responsible for matters involving state ‘andlocal oo emmenhcnd reguiatory agencies,
it has both original and appetate jurisdiction.

Courts of Common Pleas:

The general il courts o Pennsfioria, oxganied il (0juccil detct Eoch dfict
has from one to 93 judges. a president judge and a court administrator. Genercil

these courts hear appeas from the minor courts or matters involving children und famibes.

Courts of Limited Jurisdiction:
The first level of Pennsylvania's judiciary - also called the people’s court - i presided over
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by magisterial district judges (MDJs} and municipal court judges. MDJs hear criminal summary
and small claims cases, conduct preliminary araignments and hearings, review emergency
protection-from-abuse pefifions, fix and set bail and issue arest warrants.

Judge counts incude vacancies as of 10/21/16 AGPC

PA Courts InfoShare is a bi-weekly product of the Administrative Office of Pennsylvania Courts
(AOPC) that visually highlights the work of the courts with interesting data and statistics




obtained through the judiciary’s case management systems, interactive dashboards and other
research. Reproduction is permissible with source cited.
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Media contact: Kimberly Bathgate, 717-231-3331




