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Traffic cases account for the majority of Pennsylvania magisterial district court
cases in 2016

HARRISBURG — In 2016, 66 percent of all new cases filed in Pennsylvania magisterial district
courts were traffic-related. Magisterial district courts are the first level of the judicial system where
magisterial district judges (MDJs) handle minor court cases and matters.

This infographic highlights statewide court case data and provides an educational glance at the specific
types of cases that MDJs preside over. A high-resolution file of the graphic is available for download
at www.pacourts.us under Media Resources.
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What are magisterial district courts? Pennsylvania has

Magisterial district courts are where most people have
their first experience with the judicial system. Magisterial

District Judges (MDJs) handle civil cases with claim

amounts up to $12,000, summary matters and have Initial MDJ S
jurisdiction over all criminal cases.
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Civil
Examples include:
¢ Landlord/tenant disputes

* Damage to property
* Breach of contract

10% ! Criminal

criminq' ! Under their criminal jurisdiction, MDJs can:

* Issue search and arrest warrants

[ . Accept guilty pleas for certain offenses
1 6% | * Conduct preliminary hearings

non-traffic | * Impose sentences for certain

ISR LR summary offenses

Summary offenses

These include fraffic and non-traffic
offenses and are the most minor criminal
offense in Pennsylvania. Summary cases
do not require a jury and may result in
fines, costs and sometimes restitution.

Other MDJ duties: Examples include:
o = < + Disorderly conduct
e « Speeding

* Fix and set bail « Underage drinking
* Issue emergency Protection From Abuse orders (PFAs)
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PA Courts InfoShare is a monthly product of the Administrative Office of Pennsylvania Courts (AOPC) that visually
highlights the work of the courts with interesting data and statistics obtained through the judiciary’s case management
systems, interactive dashboards and other research. Reproduction is permissible with source cited.
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