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Pennsylvania’s Veterans Courts Make a Difference for Veterans

HARRISBURG—Pennsylvania’s veteran population ranks fourth in the U.S. with 819,185 veterans as
of 2017. Since 2009, Pennsylvania’s Veterans Courts have been assisting veterans who are charged
with crimes and are struggling with addiction, mental illness or co-occurring disorders.

Veterans Court participants appear before a judge on a regular basis; receive support and guidance
from veteran mentors; and get treatment to address underlying problems often caused by post-
traumatic stress disorder. In 2017, 196 out of 284 veterans graduated from this specialty court, which
is a 73 percent successful graduation rate. A high-resolution file of the graphic is available for
download at www.pacourts.us under Media Resources.
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What are veterans courts?

Veterans courts assist veterans who are charged with crimes and are struggling
with addiction, mental illness or co-occurring disorders. Veterans court participants:

1) Appear before the judge on aregular basis

2) Gain support and guidance from veteran mentors

3) Receive supetrvision by specialized probation officers

4) Get freatment and suppeort fo address underlying problems often
caused by post-traumatic stress disorder

5) Weork closely with the VA Veterans Justice Oufreach coordinators
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PA Courts InfoShare is a monthly product of the Administrative Office of Pennsylvania Courts (AOPC) that visually
highlights the work of the courts with interesting data and statistics obtained through the judiciary’s case management
systems, interactive dashboards and other research. Reproduction is permissible with source cited.
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Media contact: Kimberly Bathgate, 717-231-3331 or 717-576-4373
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