
Honorable William F. Ward joined Rothman Gordon, P.C., after serving three years as a 
Judge on the Court of Common Pleas of Allegheny County, Pennsylvania. In addition to his 
assignment in the Family Division, Judge Ward volunteered to preside as a Supervising Judge 
of the Veterans Treatment Court in the Criminal Division. He previously served as: Chief of Staff 
to the Governor of Pennsylvania; First Deputy Attorney General of Pennsylvania; Chairman of 
the Pennsylvania Board of Probation and Parole; and Assistant United States Attorney for the 
Western District of Pennsylvania. 

Bill currently serves as Chairman of the Accountability, Conduct and Ethics Commission of 
Allegheny County; Commissioner of the Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency 
(PCCD), and as Chairman of PCCD’s Mental Health and Justice Advisory Committee. He 
is Chairman of the Board of the Autism Connection of Pennsylvania and is a Member of 
the Board of Trustees of ACHIEVA. Bill also teaches Mental Health Law at the University of 
Pittsburgh School of Law.

MORGAN 
BATHGATE
Morgan Bathgate is a college student at Messiah University studying Psychology. She 
graduated in 2020 from Mechanicsburg Area Senior High where she also played water 
polo, swam competitively, played violin, maintained a 4.0 GPA and took six Advanced 
Placement (AP) classes.

She was diagnosed with Autism when she was 3 years old. Morgan likes to remind people 
that she may think differently, learn differently and at times struggle to focus—but she 
embraces her extraordinary abilities. She is different—but not less.

Morgan describes herself as family oriented, artsy, techie, bookish, musical and 
adventurous. She loves nature, animals, video games and drawing.
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