


                 Proposal For Lawrence County Reestablishment  

 

Currently Lawrence County has four Magisterial District Courts with an 
Annual Average Caseload of 4,161 filings.   The Fifth Class County Average is 4119 
filings. Lawrence County is approximately 1.1 percent above the class of county 
average. 

We currently rank 4 out of 7 counties in the Fifth Class Counties. 

53-1-01 has a higher Workload Average (35%) due to having the city cases 
(Civil, Criminal, Landlord/Tenant) which carry more weight.  Caseload is slightly 
outside  normal averages, due to more Workload and less Traffic Cases. 

53-3-01 has lower Workload Averages (36%) due to having more Traffic and 
cases that carry less weight.   Caseload is within slightly lower than  normal 
averages, due to less Weightier cases and more traffic cases.. 

53-3-02 has a slightly higher Caseload Average (11%). Workload is within 
normal range. 

53-3-04 has a lower Workload Average (28%) due to having more Traffic 
and cases that carry less weight.  Caseload is within normal averages. 

We have always maintained equity within the County by utilizing our 
Central Court Offices for all of the Magisterial District Judges on a rotation that 
includes all Preliminary Hearings.  

This plan was discussed with the President Judge, all four Magisterial 
District Judges, District Court Administrator, and the Central Court Administrator.  
All parties support this proposal. 

We are proposing to reestablish are Magisterial District Courts as they 
currently exist.   

 











A0PC 

Magisterial District Information 

10. Magisterial District Judge (MDJ) Information:

Jennifer L. Nicholson  12/31/48 

Magisterial District Judge Name  

1/2/28 
Term Expiratian Date Mandatory Retirement Date 

11. Magisterial District Court Information - Physical Location:

4824 State Rt. 18, New Castle, PA 16102

12. Is this court within the boundaries of the magisterial district? Yes 

13. Is the MDJ's residence within the boundaries of the magisterial district? Yes 

14. Are all portions of the magisterial district contiguous? Yes 

15. To the best of your knowledge, are there any planned developments No/Not Sure

such as a mall, highway expansion or gas drilling that will likely cause an

increase in the case filings for this office? If YES, please summarize your response below.

16. List any police departments located within this magisterial district.

Bessemer Police Department, Mahoning Twp Police Department Mohawk School District. New Castle Police Department, North Beaver rwo., PSP Union Police Department 

17. List any maJor highways within this magisterial district.

Rt 18,168,224,422,376,551

18. List the current municipalities for this magisterial district (alphabetically). For a list, click HERE

for Realignment Orders submitted in the past.

6th Ward of New Castle, Borough of Bessemer, Borough of SNPJ, Mahoning Twp., North 

Beaver Twp., Taylor Twp., Union Twp. 

19. Are the proposed municipalities the same as above?

If NO, please list ail proposed municipalities (alphabetically).

20. Additional Comments:

We are satisfied to have this Magisterial District Reestablished. 

Magisterial District Reestablishment Worksheet 2021-2022 

rev. 10/27/21 

Yes 
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A0PC 

Magisterial District Information 

10. Magisterial District Judge (MDJ) Information:

Richard A. Russo  1/4/26 12/31/37 
Magisterial District Judge Name  Term Expiration Date Mandatory Retirement Date 

11. Magisterial District Court Information - Physical Location:

4824 State Rt. 18, New Castle, PA 16102

12. Is this court within the boundaries of the magisterial district? Yes 

13. Is the MDJ's residence within the boundaries of the magisterial district? Yes 

14. Are all portions of the magisterial district contiguous? Yes 

15. To the best of your knowledge, are there any planned developments No/Not Sure

such as a mall, highway expansion or gas drilling that will likely cause an

increase in the case filings for this office? If YES, please summarize your response below.

16. List any police departments located within this magisterial district.

Hickory Twp. PD, Laurel School District, Neshannock Twp., New Wilmington, PSP, Pulaski Twp. Police Department, Shenango Police Department 

17. List any major highways within this magisterial district.

Rt. 18. Rt 19,65, 79. 108,158,168,208,376,388,422

18. List the current municipalities for this magisterial district (alphabetically). For a list, click HERE

for Realignment Orders submitted in the past.

Borough of New Wilmington, Borough of South New Castle, Borough of Volant, Hickory 

Twp., Neshannock Twp., Plain Grove Twp., Pulaski Twp., Scott Twp., Washington 

Twp., Shenango Twp., Wilmington Twp. 

19. Are the proposed municipalities the same as above?

If NO, please list all proposed municipalities (alphabetically).

20. Additional Comments:

We are satisfied to have this Magisterial District Reestablished. 

Magisterial District Reestablishment Worksheet 2021-2022 

rev. 10/27/21 

Yes 
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