Justice William Bradford, Jr.
1755-1795

Term
August 20, 1791-January 8, 1794

Education
e Princeton College, A.B., 1772, M.A., 1775
e Read law under Edward Shippen IV, 1779
e University of Pennsylvania, A.M. (honorary), 1781

Professional Experience
e American Revolution, 1776-April 1, 1779 (Private, 1776; Captain, 1776-April 10, 1777; Colonel,
April 10, 1777-April 1, 1779)
e Admitted to Pennsylvania Supreme Court, March 1779; Philadelphia bar, about 1774; Delaware
County bar, 1790
e Attorney General, Pennsylvania, November 30, 1780-1791
e Governor Thomas Mifflin appointed Bradford, Justice, Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, August

20, 1791

e Bradford, Justice, Pennsylvania High Court of Errors and Appeals, April 20, 1791-August 23,
1795

e President George Washington appointed Bradford, Attorney General of the U.S., January 28,
1794-1795

e Commissioner, Western Pennsylvania Rebellion, August 8, 1794-September 3, 1794
¢ Died in Office as Attorney General, August 23, 1795

Memberships and Associations
e Ex Officio Member, Board of Trustees, University of Pennsylvania, 1780-1791
e American Philosophical Society, 1785

Publications
e An Inquiry how far the Punishment of Death is Necessary in Pennsylvania (1793)

Sources

2 Frank M. Eastman, Courts and Lawyers of Pennsylvania: A History (1623-1923) 338 (1922); John Hill
Martin, Martin’s Bench and Bar of Philadelphia 12-19 (1883); G. S. Rowe, Embattled Bench 150-51, 174-
75, 183-84, 186, 202-04, 209-10, 217, 223, 233, 237 (1994); 1 David Brown, The Forum 490 (1856);
William Bradford (Attorney-General), Wikipedia,

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Bradford (Attorney General); Attorney General of the U.S., U.S.
Department of Justice, https://www.justice.gov/ag/bio/bradford-william; William Bradford, University of
Pennsylvania,
https://web.archive.org/web/20061005231117/http://www.archives.upenn.edu/histy/features/1700s/people
/bradford wm.html.
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