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Jury Duty in Pennsylvania — What you need to know

HARRISBURG -The United States and Pennsylvania Constitutions guarantee one of the most fundamental
rights of Americans —the right to a trial by jury.

What are the differences between criminal and civil juries? And how many Pennsylvanians serve as criminal or
civil jurors in a given year?

The infographic below highlights criminal and civil jury data for 2020. A high-resolution file of the graphic is
available for download and reproduction at www.pacourts.us under Media Resources.
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The U.S. and Pennsylvania Constitutions guarantee one of the most
fundamental rights of Americans - the right to a trial by jury.

civil and grand juries:

When are juries used?

Juries are primarily used
in Common Pleas Courts,
known as trial courts.

Statewide data on criminal and civil
jury duty over the past four years:
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Juror eligibility requirements:

¢ Must be a U.S. citizen, 18 years
of age or older and reside
in county.

* Able fo read and understand
English.

* Be mentally and physically
capable of rendering efficient
Jury service.

* Not have been convicted of a
crime punishable by imprisonment
for more than one year,

Criminal trial juries

= Juries in criminal cases are usually made up of

12 members, unless the parties agree to a smaller

amount but no less than six memkbers,

Criminal trials are generally public,

but jury deliberations are private.

» Criminal trial juries decide whether a defendant is
guilty or not guilty and the verdict must be unanimous.

* In criminal cases, the standard of proof is “beyond

a reasonable doubt” - placing the burden on the
prosecutor to convince the jury of o defendant’s guilt.

Civll frial Jurles

= Parties can agree to have a jury with less than
12 members in a civil frial.

= Civil trials are generally public, but jury deliberations
are private.

In civil cases, the standard
of proof is usually based
on a "preponderance of
the evidence” - requiring
a finding that a party's

Civil juries decide whether a defendant s liable
evidence has the greater
weight to tip a scale even

or not liable.
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slightly in their favor.
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PA Courts InfoShare is a monthly product of the Administrative Office of Pennsylvania Courts (AOPC) that visually
highlights the work of the courts with interesting data and statistics obtained through the judiciary’s case management
systems, interactive dashboards and other research. Reproduction is permissible with source cited.
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