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IN THE COMMONWEALTH COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA 

 
IN RE: NOMINATION PAPERS 
OF JOEL GETZ, III, 
LIBERTARIAN CANDIDATE FOR 
STATE SENATE - GENERAL 
ELECTION 2022 

 
 

NO.   

 
ORDER 

 
AND NOW, this ___________ day of ________________, 2022, upon 

consideration of the Petition to Set Aside the Nomination Papers of Joel Getz, III, as 
Libertarian Candidate for State Senator from the 40th Senatorial District in the 
General Election of November 8, 2022 (“Objection Petition”); it is hereby 
ORDERED as follows:  

1. Joel Getz, III (“Respondent”) does not have the requisite number of genuine 
signatures of electors as required under the Pennsylvania Election Code to have his 
name placed on the November 8, 2022 General Election ballot as a Libertarian 
Candidate for State Senate from the 40th Senatorial District. 

2. Petitioners’ Objection Petition is GRANTED: Petitioners’ objections to the 
Respondent’s Nomination Papers are SUSTAINED, all invalid signatures therein 
are STRICKEN, and Respondent’s Nomination Papers are SET ASIDE.  

3. The Secretary of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is to strike and set aside 
Respondent’s Nomination Papers and is hereby further directed to remove the name 
of Joel Getz, III, from the November 8, 2022 General Election ballot for Libertarian 
candidate for State Senate from the 40th Senatorial District.  

4. Respondent and/or his official Campaign and/or Campaign Committee are to 
make payment for the costs of these proceedings, including witness fees and such 
other reasonable costs and attorneys’ fees, in the amount of $__________, incurred 
by the Petitioners in bringing forth this Objection Petition.  

By the Court:  
 
 
 

_________________________, J.  
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IN THE COMMONWEALTH COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA 

 
IN RE: NOMINATION PAPERS 
OF JOEL D. GETZ, III, 
LIBERTARIAN CANDIDATE FOR 
STATE SENATE - GENERAL 
ELECTION 2022 
 
Petition of John A. Casella and 
Frank C. Revitt  

 
 

NO.   

 
PETITION TO SET ASIDE NOMINATION PAPERS OF JOEL D. GETZ, 
III, AS LIBERTARIAN CANDIDATE FOR STATE SENATE FROM THE 
40TH SENATORIAL DISTRICT IN THE NOVEMBER 8, 2022 GENERAL 

ELECTION  
 
TO:  THE HONORABLE JUDGES OF THE COMMONWEALTH COURT 

OF PENNSYLVANIA  
 

AND NOW, this 8th day of August, 2022, come Petitioners, John A. Casella 

and Frank C. Revitt (collectively, “Petitioners” or “Objectors”), by and through their 

attorneys, Avolio Law Group, LLC, and file this Petition to Set Aside the 

Nomination Papers of Joel D. Getz, III, as Libertarian Candidate for State Senator 

from the 40th Senatorial District in the General Election of November 8, 2022 

(“Objection Petition”), and in support thereof, respectively represent as follows: 

  



Page 2 of 10 

PARTIES, STANDING AND JURISDICTION  

1. Petitioner, John A. Casella, has a primary address at 1530 Gardner 

Road, Stroudsburg, PA 18360, is an adult individual, citizen, and registered, 

qualified voter in the 40th Senatorial District of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.   

2. Petitioner, Frank C. Revitt, has a primary address at 2214 St. Andrews 

Lane, Stroudsburg, Pa. 18360, is adult individual, citizen, and registered, qualified 

voter in the 40th Senatorial District of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  

3. Respondent, Joel D. Getz, III (“Respondent”), on or about August 1, 

2022, filed Libertarian Nomination Papers (“Papers”) seeking a ballot position in the 

2022 General Election to vie for election as Senator in the General Assembly from 

the 40th Senatorial District.  A copy of the Papers is attached hereto and marked as 

Exhibit “A”.  

4. The Libertarian Party is a minor political party as defined by 25 P.S. § 

2831(a) and (b) and whose candidate nominations are governed by § 2872.2. 

5. Objections to a minor party candidate’s nomination papers may be filed 

by any person who is registered to vote and may vote for such candidate in a 

particular election.  In re Barlip, 428 A.2d 1058, 1060 (Pa. Cmwlth. 1981). 

6. The Commonwealth Court of Pennsylvania has exclusive original 

jurisdiction over objections to the nomination papers of a minor party candidate for 

statewide office pursuant 42 P.S. § 764 and 25 P.S. § 2937, which governs the 
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procedures for such objections.  In re Vidmer, 442 A.2d 1203, 1204, aff'd, 497 Pa. 

642, 444 A.2d 100 (Pa. Cmwlth. 1982). 

FACTUAL BACKGROUND 

7. Respondent filed nomination papers on or about August 1, 2022, 

seeking the nomination of the Libertarian Party to the office of Senator in the 

General Assembly from the 40th Senatorial District.  

8. To appear as a senatorial candidate on the 2022 General Election ballot, 

Respondent must present at least 516 valid signatures from registered Pennsylvania 

voters of the 40th Senatorial District by the filing deadline of August 1, 2022.  See 

25 P.S. §§ 2872.2 and 2911(b).  

9. Respondent’s Papers contain 654 signatures on 29 pages, the original 

Nomination Papers and Candidate’s Affidavits remain in the custody of the 

Secretary of the Commonwealth and are incorporated herein by reference and are 

included as Exhibit A.  

RESPONDENT DID NOT SUBMIT 516 VALID SIGNATURES ON HIS 
NOMINATING PAPERS, AND MUST BE REMOVED FROM THE 

BALLOT 
 

10. Section 2872.2 of the Pennsylvania Election Code, 25 P.S. § 2601 et 

seq., governs nominations by minor political parties and incorporates the 

requirements set forth in § 2911(b) for each signer of a nomination paper.  As applied 

to Respondent’s Papers, § 2911(b) requires that each signer must:  
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a. “declare therein that he is a qualified elector of the . . . district”;  

b. “add to his signature his legibly printed name and residence, giving city, 

borough or township, with street and number, if any, and shall also add 

the date of signing, expressed in words or numbers”; 

c. sign but “one nomination paper for each office to be filled.”   

11. Having thoroughly reviewed the Papers, attached hereto as Exhibit A, 

Objectors assert that Respondent has failed to meet the requirement of presenting 

516 valid signatures of qualified Pennsylvania electors of the 40th Senatorial District.  

12. While Respondent submitted 654 signatures, only 436 of those 654 

signatures meet the legal requirements to be counted towards the 516 signatures 

required by statute for Respondent to have his name placed on the ballot.  

13. 218 of the signatures Respondent collected are defective in at least one 

way, and often in multiple ways.  

14. Section 2937 of the Pennsylvania Election Code provides that the Court 

shall set aside nomination papers that are defective. 

15. Exhibit B to this Objection Petition is a spreadsheet prepared pursuant 

to this Court’s July 29, 2022 Order in In re: Objections to Nomination Papers of 

State Level Minor Political Party Candidates and Independent Candidates of 

Political Bodies - General Election 2022 (Pa. Cmwlth., No.126 Misc. Docket No. 
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3), listing by line and number the specific signatures objected to, applying the 

following challenge codes, a key of which is attached separately as Exhibit C:  

NR = Not Registered  
NRA = Not Registered at Address  
NRD = Not Registered in District  
NRDS = Not Registered on Date Signed  
OC = Out of County  
Ill = Illegible  
LIO = Line Information Omitted  
DUP = Duplicate  
IHA = Line Information in Hand of Another  
N/I = Nickname/Initial  
PRI = Printed Signature  
Other = Any ground for objection not listed above  
 

Indisputably Defective Signatures 

16. Many of the signatures gathered are defective on grounds that are easily 

assessed by the Court, being either facially defective or which can be confirmed 

through verification with the Commonwealth’s SURE system. These signatures fall 

into one or more of the following categories:  

17. Signer Not Registered. Upon information and belief, the 43 signatures 

in Exhibit B with code NR represent signers who are not registered to vote and who 

thus are not qualified to sign the Papers pursuant to 25 P.S. § 2911(c), and whose 

signatures must therefore be stricken as invalid.  

18. Signer Not Registered at Address. Upon information and belief, the 

60 signatures in Exhibit B with code NRA represent signers who are not registered 



Page 6 of 10 

to vote at the address provided in the Papers as required by § 2911(c), and whose 

signatures must therefore be stricken as invalid.  

19. Signer Not Registered in District. Upon information and belief, the 

156 signatures in Exhibit B with code NRD represent signers who are not registered 

to vote in the 40th Senatorial District and who thus are not qualified to sign the Papers 

pursuant to 25 P.S. § 2911(c), and whose signatures must therefore be stricken as 

invalid. 

20. Signer Not Registered on Date Signed. Upon information and belief, 

the 54 signatures in Exhibit B with code NRDS represent signers who were not 

registered to vote on the date they signed the Papers and who thus are not qualified 

to sign the Papers pursuant to 25 P.S. § 2911(c), and whose signatures must therefore 

be stricken as invalid. 

21. Out of County. Upon information and belief, the 13 signatures in 

Exhibit B with code OC represent signers who do not reside in the county named in 

the Papers as required by 25 P.S. § 2911, and whose signatures must therefore be 

stricken as invalid. 

22. Signature Line Information Omitted. Upon information and belief, 

the 28 signatures in Exhibit B with code LIO represent signers whose signature line 

is missing some data required by § 2911(c), and whose signatures must therefore be 

stricken as invalid.  
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23. In all, 189 signatures must be stricken as indisputably defective for 

being either facially defective or confirmed defective through verification with the 

Commonwealth’s SURE system, which leaves only 465 remaining signatures of the 

654 submitted by Respondent. 

Additionally Defective Signatures 

24. A further number of signatures gathered by Respondent reflect 

additional errors based on Petitioners’ review but which will require further 

testimony or the judgment of the Court in order to confirm the invalidity of these 

lines.  

25. Illegible Information. Upon information and belief, the 29 signatures 

in Exhibit B with code ILL represent signers whose information was not written in 

a way such that it could be verified, including illegible signatures, as required by 25 

P.S. § 2911, and whose signatures must therefore be stricken as invalid.  

26. Information in the Hand of Another. Upon information and belief, 

the 12 signatures in Exhibit B with code IHA represent purported signers whose 

signature lines contain at least some information which appears to have been 

provided by someone other than the signer, contrary to the dictates of 25 P.S. § 2911, 

which requires that the signatures be stricken as invalid.  

27. Printed Signature. Upon information and belief, the 2 signatures in 

Exhibit B with code PRI represents a signer who printed his name instead of signing 
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it, which requires that the purported signatures be stricken as invalid pursuant to 25 

P.S. § 2911. 

28. Other: Upon information and belief, the 5 signatures in Exhibit B with 

code Other represent signers whose signatures are invalid for the reasons set forth 

therein, which requires that the signatures be stricken as invalid pursuant to 25 P.S. 

§ 2911.  

29. In all, 29 signatures upon Petitioners’ review contain additional errors 

requiring further testimony and this Court’s review to determine if they must also be 

stricken as defective. 

CONCLUSION 

30. In all, Petitioners assert that 218 signatures must be stricken as invalid 

on all of the aforementioned bases, with 189 of those signatures being indisputably 

defective. 

31. Having presented only 436 valid signatures, and needing 516, 

Respondent has not qualified under the terms of the Pennsylvania Election Code to 

appear as a candidate for the Libertarian Nomination for State Senate from the 40th 

Senatorial District in the General Election of November 8, 2022.  

32. Petitioners are prepared to substantiate these objections via testimony 

and evidence presented at a prompt hearing and respectfully reserve the right to add 
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such additional objections as are appropriate at the time of said hearing. as mandated 

by 25 P.S. § 2937; 

RELIEF 

 WHEREFORE, Petitioners, John A. Casella and Frank C. Revitt, humbly 

pray and request that this Honorable Court enter an Order: 

1) Scheduling a hearing on Petitioners’ Objection Petition no later than 

ten (10) days after August 8, 2022 pursuant to 25 P.S. § 2937; 

2) Declaring that Joel D. Getz, III, does not have the requisite number 

of genuine signatures of electors as required under the Pennsylvania Election 

Code to have his name placed on the November 8, 2022 General Election 

ballot as a Libertarian Candidate for State Senate from the 40th Senatorial 

District;  

3) Sustaining Petitioners’ objections to Respondent’s Nomination 

Papers, striking all invalid signatures therein, and setting aside Respondent’s 

Papers in accordance with the Pennsylvania Election Code;   

4) Directing the appropriate officers of the Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania to strike and set aside the Nomination Papers of Joel D. Getz, 

III, and further directing them not to place his name on the ballot for the 

November 8, 2022 General Election for the office of State Senator of the 40th 

Senatorial District; and  
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x

x
x

x
N

o one registered at this address couldn't read nam
e of voter

137
13

M
onroe

x
Inform

ation crossed out
137

16
M

onroe
x

Inform
ation crossed out

138
9

M
onroe

x
x

x
x

N
o one registered at this address couldn't read nam

e of voter
138

10
M

onroe
x

x
x

x
N

o one registered at this address
138

16
M

onroe
x

x
x

x
N

o one registered at this address
138

17
M

onroe
x

x
x

x
N

o one registered at this address
139

1
M

onroe
x

In-H
and-Another, Person Signed for Spouse

139
2

M
onroe

x
In-H

and-Another, Person Signed for Spouse
139

3
M

onroe
x

x
x

x
N

o one registered by that nam
e at this address

418
1

Lackaw
anna

x
O

ut of district: Scranton City
418

2
Lackaw

anna
x

O
ut of district: Scranton City

418
3

Lackaw
anna

x
O

ut of district: Scranton City
418

4
Lackaw

anna
x

O
ut of district: Scranton City

418
5

Lackaw
anna

x
O

ut of district: Scranton City
418

6
Lackaw

anna
x

O
ut of district: Scranton City

418
7

Lackaw
anna

x
O

ut of district: Scranton City
418

8
Lackaw

anna
x

O
ut of district: Scranton City

418
9

Lackaw
anna

x
O

ut of district: Scranton City
418

10
Lackaw

anna
x

O
ut of district: Scranton City

419
1

Lackaw
anna

x
O

ut of district: Scranton City
419

2
Lackaw

anna
x

O
ut of district: Scranton City

419
3

Lackaw
anna

x
O

ut of district: Scranton City
419

4
Lackaw

anna
x

O
ut of district: Scranton City

419
5

Lackaw
anna

x
O

ut of district: Scranton City
419

6
Lackaw

anna
x

O
ut of district: Scranton City



78

A
B

C
D

E
F

G
H

I
J

K
L

M
N

O
P

Q
R

S
T

U
V

W
X

Page
Line

County
N

R
N

RA
N

RD
N

RD
S

O
C

ILL
LIO

D
U

P
IH

A
N

/I
PRI

O
ther

D
escribe O

ther
S/S

V/S
S/CT

V/CT
Specific G

rounds for O
bjection

141
142
143
144
145
146
147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159
160
161
162
163
164
165
166
167
168
169
170
171
172
173
174
175
176
177
178
179
180
181
182
183
184
185
186

419
7

Lackaw
anna

x
O

ut of district: Scranton City
419

8
Lackaw

anna
x

O
ut of district: Scranton City

419
9

Lackaw
anna

x
O

ut of district: Scranton City
420

1
Lackaw

anna
x

O
ut of district: Scranton City

420
2

Lackaw
anna

x
O

ut of district: Scranton City
420

3
Lackaw

anna
x

O
ut of district: Scranton City

420
4

Lackaw
anna

x
O

ut of district: Scranton City
420

5
Lackaw

anna
x

O
ut of district: Scranton City

420
6

Lackaw
anna

x
O

ut of district: Scranton City
420

7
Lackaw

anna
x

O
ut of district: Scranton City

420
8

Lackaw
anna

x
O

ut of district: Scranton City
420

9
Lackaw

anna
x

O
ut of district: Scranton City

420
10

Lackaw
anna

x
O

ut of district: Scranton City
420

11
Lackaw

anna
x

O
ut of district: Scranton City

420
12

Lackaw
anna

x
O

ut of district: Scranton City
420

13
Lackaw

anna
x

O
ut of district: Scranton City

420
14

Lackaw
anna

x
O

ut of district: Scranton City
420

15
Lackaw

anna
x

O
ut of district: Scranton City

420
16

Lackaw
anna

x
O

ut of district: Scranton City
420

17
Lackaw

anna
x

O
ut of district: Scranton City

420
18

Lackaw
anna

x
O

ut of district: Scranton City
420

19
Lackaw

anna
x

O
ut of district: Scranton City

420
20

Lackaw
anna

x
O

ut of district: Scranton City
420

21
Lackaw

anna
x

O
ut of district: Scranton City

420
22

Lackaw
anna

x
O

ut of district: Scranton City
420

23
Lackaw

anna
x

O
ut of district: Scranton City

420
24

Lackaw
anna

x
O

ut of district: Scranton City
420

25
Lackaw

anna
x

O
ut of district: Scranton City

420
26

Lackaw
anna

x
O

ut of district: Scranton City
420

27
Lackaw

anna
x

O
ut of district: Scranton City

420
28

Lackaw
anna

x
O

ut of district: Scranton City
420

29
Lackaw

anna
x

O
ut of district: Scranton City

420
30

Lackaw
anna

x
O

ut of district: Scranton City
420

31
Lackaw

anna
x

O
ut of district: Scranton City

420
32

Lackaw
anna

x
O

ut of district: Scranton City
420

33
Lackaw

anna
x

O
ut of district: Scranton City

420
34

Lackaw
anna

x
O

ut of district: Scranton City
420

35
Lackaw

anna
x

O
ut of district: Scranton City

420
36

Lackaw
anna

x
O

ut of district: Scranton City
420

37
Lackaw

anna
x

O
ut of district: Scranton City

420
38

Lackaw
anna

x
O

ut of district: Scranton City
420

39
Lackaw

anna
x

O
ut of district: Scranton City

420
40

Lackaw
anna

x
O

ut of district: Scranton City
420

41
Lackaw

anna
x

O
ut of district: Scranton City

420
42

Lackaw
anna

x
O

ut of district: Scranton City
420

43
Lackaw

anna
x

O
ut of district: Scranton City
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A
B

C
D

E
F

G
H

I
J

K
L

M
N

O
P

Q
R

S
T

U
V

W
X

Page
Line

County
N

R
N

RA
N

RD
N

RD
S

O
C

ILL
LIO

D
U

P
IH

A
N

/I
PRI

O
ther

D
escribe O

ther
S/S

V/S
S/CT

V/CT
Specific G

rounds for O
bjection

187
188
189
190
191
192
193
194
195
196
197
198
199
200
201
202
203
204
205
206
207
208
209
210
211
212
213
214
215
216
217
218
219
220
221
222
223
224
225
226
227
228
229
230
231
232

420
44

Lackaw
anna

x
O

ut of district: Scranton City
420

45
Lackaw

anna
x

O
ut of district: Scranton City

420
46

Lackaw
anna

x
O

ut of district: Scranton City
420

47
Lackaw

anna
x

O
ut of district: Scranton City

420
48

Lackaw
anna

x
O

ut of district: Scranton City
420

49
Lackaw

anna
x

O
ut of district: Scranton City

420
50

Lackaw
anna

x
O

ut of district: Scranton City
421

1
Lackaw

anna
x

O
ut of district: Scranton City

421
2

Lackaw
anna

x
O

ut of district: Scranton City
421

3
Lackaw

anna
x

O
ut of district: Scranton City

421
4

Lackaw
anna

x
O

ut of district: Scranton City
421

5
Lackaw

anna
x

O
ut of district: Scranton City

421
6

Lackaw
anna

x
O

ut of district: Scranton City
421

7
Lackaw

anna
x

O
ut of district: Scranton City

421
8

Lackaw
anna

x
O

ut of district: Scranton City
421

9
Lackaw

anna
x

O
ut of district: Scranton City

421
10

Lackaw
anna

x
O

ut of district: Scranton City
421

11
Lackaw

anna
x

O
ut of district: Scranton City

421
12

Lackaw
anna

x
O

ut of district: Scranton City
421

13
Lackaw

anna
x

O
ut of district: Scranton City

421
14

Lackaw
anna

x
O

ut of district: Scranton City
421

15
Lackaw

anna
x

O
ut of district: Scranton City

421
16

Lackaw
anna

x
O

ut of district: Scranton City
421

17
Lackaw

anna
x

O
ut of district: Scranton City

421
18

Lackaw
anna

x
O

ut of district: Scranton City
421

19
Lackaw

anna
x

O
ut of district: Scranton City

532
2

M
onroe

x
In-H

and-Another, Person Signed for Spouse
532

3
M

onroe
x

In-H
and-Another, Person Signed for Spouse

532
7

M
onroe

x
x

x
N

o one registered at this address
532

8
M

onroe
x

x
x

N
o one registered at this address

533
11

M
onroe

x
N

o inform
ation

534
4

M
onroe

x
x

x
x

N
o one w

ith this nam
e registered at this address

534
5

M
onroe

x
x

x
W

ith inform
ation provided couldn't find a registered voter at the address, other inform

ation is illegible
534

7
M

onroe
x

Can't read inform
ation other than "E. Stroudsburg"

534
11

M
onroe

x
Address and nam

e illegible
534

13
M

onroe
x

x
x

x
W

ith inform
ation provided couldn't find a registered voter at the address, other inform

ation is illegible
534

14
M

onroe
x

N
o inform

ation on line other than nam
e and signature

535
1

M
onroe

x
In-H

and-Another, Person Signed for Som
eone Else in H

ouse
535

2
M

onroe
x

In-H
and-Another, Person Signed for Som

eone Else in H
ouse

535
4

M
onroe

x
x

Registered O
ut of D

istrict in Pike County



David E Mulock
Exhibit C



 

 

CHALLENGE CODES KEY 

NR = Not Registered  
NRA = Not Registered at Address  
NRD = Not Registered in District  
NRDS = Not Registered on Date Signed  
OC = Out of County  
Ill = Illegible  
LIO = Line Information Omitted  
DUP = Duplicate  
IHA = Line Information in Hand of Another  
N/I = Nickname/Initial  
PRI = Printed Signature  
Other = Any ground for objection not listed above 






