
 

 
 

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA 

 
TOM WOLF, GOVERNOR OF THE 
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, 
AND LEIGH M. CHAPMAN, ACTING 
SECRETARY OF THE COMMONWEALTH 
OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

 
Petitioners, 

v. 
 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE 
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA,  
 

Respondent. 
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No. 73 MM 2022 
 
 
 

APPLICATION FOR LEAVE TO FILE OVER-LENGTH AMICUS 
CURIAE BRIEF 

Per Pa.R.A.P. 123 and 531, Senator Kim Ward and the Senate 

Republican Caucus (collectively, the “Caucus”) hereby seek leave to file 

an over-length amicus curiae brief, not to exceed 14,000 words, and in 

support of this request, state as follows: 

1. On August 1, 2022, the Caucus sought leave to intervene in 

this matter as a party-respondent. 

2. Before the Court ruled on that application, on August 17, 

2022, the Caucus filed an answer to the pending King’s Bench 

Application.  
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3. On August 18, 2022, the Court denied the Caucus’s 

application to intervene but granted the Caucus leave to file a brief as 

amicus curiae on or before August 24, 2022. The prothonotary 

subsequently returned the Caucus’s previously filed answer. 

4. Per Pa.R.A.P. 531(b)(1)(iii) and (b)(3), the Caucus’s 

forthcoming amicus brief appears to be limited to 7000 words, since that 

is half the length of a party’s principal brief under Pa.R.A.P. 2135(a)(1). 

See Pa.R.A.P. 531(b)(3) (“An amicus curiae brief under subparagraph 

(b)(1)(iii) is limited to the length specified by the court in approving the 

motion or, if no length is specified, to half the length that a party would 

be permitted under the rules of appellate procedure.” (emphasis added)). 

5. As outlined in the Caucus’s application to intervene as well 

as in its August 17 answer, this matter presents various important 

questions regarding, among other things, practice and procedure in the 

Senate. 

6. For instance, Petitioners’ Application asks the Court to find 

that Article XI, Section 1 of the Pennsylvania Constitution forbids 

Senators from considering and approving joint resolutions posing more 

than one amendment to the Constitution. 
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7. These and other issues are significant concern to the Caucus 

and its constituent members—each of whom are Senators with rights to 

propose and vote on joint resolutions—since it will directly impact their 

rights as duly elected legislators. 

8. Of course, the pending King’s Bench Application also raises 

issues about important public policy matters, about which the Caucus 

members are also acutely concerned in their unique capacity as 

legislators, who have the ability address these matters within the 

General Assembly. 

9. The Caucus believes that it can most fully express its 

interests and concerns to this Court with the benefit of a longer amicus 

brief than is otherwise permitted by the rules. 

10. The proposed 14,000-word brief would be substantially 

identical to the August 17 answer previously filed by the Caucus. 

11. As that answer demonstrates, the Caucus has many 

perspectives that it respectfully believes the Court should consider as it 

reviews the important questions posed by the King’s Bench Application. 
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WHEREFORE, the Caucus requests that the Court grant this 

application and grant the Caucus leave to file an amicus brief not to 

exceed 14,000 words. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dated: August 19, 2022  /s/ Joshua J. Voss    
Matthew H. Haverstick (No. 85072)  
Joshua J. Voss (No. 306853) 
Shohin H. Vance (No. 323551) 
KLEINBARD LLC 
Three Logan Square 
1717 Arch Street, 5th Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 
Ph: (215) 568-2000 
Fax: (215) 568-0140 
Eml: mhaverstick@kleinbard.com 
jvoss@kleinbard.com 
svance@kleinbard.com 
 
Attorneys for Senator Kim Ward and 
Senate Republican Caucus 
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