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Human-trafficking offenses decrease in Pennsylvania

HARRISBURG — Human-trafficking offenses in Pennsylvania decreased by nearly 41 percent from 2021
to 2022, with 809 offenses charged statewide over the last five years.

Human trafficking is a type of human rights abuse where people profit from the exploitation of others —
mainly using force, fraud or coercion to manipulate victims into engaging in sex acts or labor/services in
exchange for something of value.

January is Human-Trafficking Awareness Month and this month’s infographic highlights key court data
related to human trafficking including the total number of human-trafficking cases and offenses over the
last five years, defendant demographics and the top 10 counties with the highest number human-
trafficking offenses. Download a high-resolution version of the graphic.

Human Trafficking
in Pennsylvania

Human trafficking is o type of
human rights abuse where people profit
from the exploitation of others — mainly
through the use of force, fraud or coercion
o manipulate victims info engaging in sex
acts or labor/services in exchange for
something of value. Thase under age 18
who exchange sex for something of value
are human trafficking victims, regardless of
whether force, fraud or coercion is invalved.
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were filed over the past five years.
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Victims of human trafficking may:

1. Nol have access lo Iheir own fravel or
ID documents

2. Not be in confrol of their own financial
records, money or bank account

3. Have very few personal possessions

4. Work excessively long/unusual hours
with little or no pay

5. Nol able o clarify their address/living
situation
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of defendants convicted:
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http://www.pacourts.us/news-and-statistics/media-resources

PA Courts InfoShare is a monthly product of the Administrative Office of Pennsylvania Courts (AOPC)
that visually highlights the work of the courts with interesting data and statistics obtained through the
judiciary’s case management systems, interactive dashboards and other research. Reproduction is
permissible with source cited.

share
PACOURTS

i

Media contact: Casey Scheffler, 610-425-1712
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