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At the meeting of the Supr em
e Co u rt on 20t

h day of F
e

bruary

1877; Chief Justice AGNE W, an d Ju stic es SHAR SWO
O D, MERCUR,

GORDON, 
PAXSON and '\V

ooDWARD, 
b e

ing on t
h

e 
b
enc h:-

Chief Justice AGNE W  a nn ou nc ed t he deat
h 

o
f Jus

t

ic e  
HEN RY: ·w

.

·wrLLIAJ\1S, as follow s:-

GENTLEMEN OF THE BAR: M
elan choly n ews ha s  be en te legraph e d

to us. The death of our bro ther, Jus tice H El'fR Y_ ·vv AR RE
N \VILLIAJ\18, 

is the cause of great sorro w to u s
. Owing to his c on

ti
n u

ed illness fo r

many months it has n o t b ee n  al to geth er unex pecte
d

. It i s  n ow more 

than a year since he sat wi th u s  a nd ai de d  u s  w
i
t

h his cou ns els a nd

enlivened us with his pl e asant inter course. He cam
e 

to Philadelp hia

on the last day of 1875, a nd s at w ith u s  in c onsu
lt
at ion on 

the 1st

day of January 1 876 , comi n
g i nto court on t

h

e followin g  Mon da y to 

deliver his opinions. C alled to his ho me on t
h at day or the n ex

t by

the illness of h is wife, he was s oon taken sic
k himse

lf, and has n ot

been with us since. He had been a gre at  s ufferer w
h
en death came

,

in a dispe
nsation of mercy ,  and r e lieve d  h

i

rn y e
s t

er
da y  sh ortly afte

r

one o'clo ck in the afte rnoon. 

I regret that I am u nab l e to s tat e t he lea
di
n g 

fac t s of his li
fe

with fulness and a cc ura c
y . He w as 

b
orn an d 

r ea re d  on a farm

in Connecticut, and rece iv e d  his prim ar y 
e

d

uca
tion t

h
ere . Aft

er

gratluating at Amh
ers t College he c ame to Pitt s burg h, Pe nnsylvania,

about the year 1839, wher e he s o o n  b e
ca m e  e nga ge

d in teac hing the

clas s
ics in a s e l e

ct scho ol
, k

e

pt (if I 
r e

m
e
mbe

r 
aright) by his friend
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Esq., a native of Connecticut also, who, like himself, 

at law, both becoming afterwards prominent in their 

ILLTAMS, I think, studied law under the late Chief Justice 

LOWRIE, then a leading practitioner in Pittsburgh. I 

e his partner, and continued so until Judge LOWRIE was 

to the bench of the District Court of Allegheny county. Af­

Judge WILLIAMS became the leading partner in a firm com­

himself and the late William M. Shinn, Esq. In October 

at the election under the amendment to the Constitution of 

he was elected one of the Judges of the District Court, and sat 

the late "\Valter Forward, who was chosen President. Judge 

LIAMS filled that position with great acceptability and credit. The 

Prins and before a jury was his forte, and greatly preferred by 

He has often said to me that he loved to begin a cause, and 

step by step with the evidence, build it up from the foundation. 

:mind was peculiarly receptive and retentive of facts, and his 

ry one of the most tenacious. He seemed never to forget a case 

had once heard ; nor was this peculiar adaptation to the trial of 

ses at all destructive of his power of analysis and sound judg­

t. He seized the leading points quickly, and with a strong grasp. 

oral arguments and his charges were always clear, pointed, dis­

criminating and forcible. He was re-elected to the District Bench, 

was far -in his second term when he was appointed by Governor 

Geary, in the latter part of October 1868, to fill the vacancy on our 

bench caused by the resignation of Judge WILLIAM STRONG. He took 

his seat immediately, at Pittsburgh, the court being then in session 

there. In the autumn of 1869 he was elected by the people, and con­

tinued in service, with occasional interruptions of sickness, until the 

third or fourth of January 1876, when he left for home, as I have 

stated. Our Brother ·wILLIAllIS was a man of great probity and firm­

ness of character, of conscientious convictions, and strict notions 

of duty. Of the old New England stock, he was reared, and 

continued to livr, a consistent member of the Presbyterian Church, 

siding with the New School, and yet coming into the m1ion with the 
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Old School with satisfaction. In purity and singleness his mind was 

especially conspicuous, swerving neither to the right nor to the left, so 

far as he knew himself. This was eminently so in the performance 

of his judicial duties. In consultation he was of great assistance to 

his brothers, his broad views and vigorous logic making his judgments 

valuable aids to correct conclusions. But it was not by these quali. 

ties alone he became endeared to us. His was a genial and kindly 

nature, filled with wit and good humor, poured out often in a sono­

rous voice, and with a liberality which made his intercourse enjoyable. 

1Ve have, on like occasions, listened with sorrow to the announcements 

of the deaths of those who had sat on this Bench; but this is the first 

time, since the death of Judge GIBSON, in 1853, that the bench lost a 

member by death. It is sad, indeed, to know that a brother has been 

cut off from our midst, but so it is-so it must be. Still more keenly 

does this penetrating thought come to us, who, from the very charac. 

ter of our bench, must have passed the zenith of life, and are on Ol
l

i' 

descent to that broad horizon where all must come at last-where 

darkness settles and the wave of death engulfs. We pour out this 

tribute from full hearts, yet knowing that sorrow cannot chain the 

parting breath, or our voices call back the spirit from its flight; we 

must bid our friend and brother our last adieu. 

At the conclusion of his remarks the Chief Justice ordered an ad­

journment of the court till Saturday morning next, at 10 o'clock. 


