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upmme Court on the occasion of the death
1PSON would Qf eourse appear with the official

rweard in that court.

: guestkof the members of the Bar, and in

wn eehnrrs, the proceedings of the Bar on

the meeting of the Supreme Court, Thursday, January 20th 1374,
stice Aaxzw, Justices Smarswoop, Mercur and Gorpox being on

May it please your honors, I rise to perform the most painful public duty

f my life—the announcement of the death of the Hon. Jaues Trnoursox.

. Yesterday worning, at the meeting of this court at 10 o’clock a. ., the

. case of McReynolds and others ». Langenberger and others, came on to be
heard on a writ of error to the Common Pleas, of Columhia county. SamuEL

_ Liww, Esq., of the Williamsport bar, made the opening argument in behalf
of the plaintiffs in error. He was followed by A. Rickerrs, Esq., of the
Luzerne bar, and myself, for the defendants in error. At about half-past
12 o’clock, Judge THoMPsoN rose to conclude the argument for the plain-
tiffs in error. He seemed infirm in physical health, but was in full posses-
pion of his very fine intellectual powers. He had proceeded about five
minutes in his speech, marking the line of his argument with great clear-
ness, when, with the words * Now, then,” upon his lips, he sank into a chair
beside him, and rested his elbow upon the bar table, and his head upon his
hand. As I happened to be near him, I thought he was fainting, and

(xiii)
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instantly passed a glass of ice water to him; but before it could be applied
to his lips he fell out of the chair upon the floor. From that moment
every person in the court-room—judges, lawyers, tipstaves and spectators—
did everything for his relief that affection could suggest, but within five
minutes after his fall from the chair he breathed his last, without apparent
suffering, and without a word.

Here, in this hall, devoted to the administration of justice, in the very pres-
ence of your honors, holding the highest court of the Commonwealth, in the
act of faithfully performing a professional duty, Judge Tmoxpson bowed his
head in death. He died, as the true knight dies, with the harness on. He
died as he lived, laboring for others, with an unselfish devotion to the high
duties which oflicial and professional life imposed.

Judge Tuompson’s life has been singularly full of good works. A printer
in his youth, he fitted himself for the practice of law, and pursued the pro-
fession successfully in Venango county until an appreciative constituency
sent him to the Legislature. By force of his well-balanced character, he
soon rose to be Speaker of the House of Representatives, and that chair was
never more ably filled. Then he was made the presiding Judge of a Dis-
trict Court, composed of Erie and Crawford counties; next he was sent to
Congress, where he maintained a commanding position.

Returning from Congress to the practice of his profession in Erie county,
he became the counsel of the people against the Erie and North-East Rail-
road Company, and made himself so indispensable to them that when
the contest was transferred to legislative halls, the people of Erie, though
opposed to him in politics, turned instinctively to him for protection, and
sent him to the Legislature. Thus, after honorable service in other fields of
labor for a quarter of a century, he was again returned to the Legislature
in his mature years, and wielded a commanding influence as the representa-
tive of his constituency. In 1857, two vacancies upon the Supreme Bench
were filled by the election of Judges Tmompson and Stroxe. These two
eminent lawyers took their seats upon that bench at the same time. For
ten years it was my privilege to serve with them. I never have known a
more faithful and industrious member of that court than Judge Tuoxpson.
Of his learning, of his easy and natural style of writing, and of his stern
integrity, I need not speak, for the books of reports are an imperishable
monument to these high judicial qualities. The last five years of his term
he presided as Chief Justice, and as such he was a model of patience and-
urbanity. The profoundimpression his admirable judicial qualities had pro-
duced, took voice in that grand ovation at the Continental Hotel, when the
bar of Philadelphia celebrated the virtues of the retiring Chief Justice, and
recorded the universal regret that the time had come for him to retire. The
best qualities of a great man were so happily blended in this man with
warm affections and genial manners, that young men and old rose up to do
him honor, as well for the suaviter in modo, as for the fortiler in re. An
acute critie has said : * Perhaps the perfection of the judicial character con-
sists in the exhibition of pure intellect divested of human sympathy. And
yet who would choose for his judge such a monster of perfection? He is
the fortunate judge who can so conduct himself on the seat of justice, and
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red away in his well-furnished mind—
ot honors’ presence.. . And this little inter-
pa.ns: the space between life and death,
pentlife and the dread realities of eternity.
more impressive scene—one that tells
death even in the heatand stir of life ?
M

s,and dutles of hfe to meditate upon

ened Wxth great emotion to the an-
s Troupsox; late a Chief Justice of this
ade by Judge WoopwaRrD, as your spokesman,
aciate of the lamented dead. His tribute was
propriate. Inall this we recognise a proper observance
¢ #éi'y fit ceremony. But, gentlemen, just, proper and
how feeble, how very far short does the announcement fall
reality 1tself-—~of that shocking scene which we ourselves saw but
nge, in our own presence, standing before us,speaking to us, he
aziSed stopped, rested his head on the desk, gradually sank back
at, was gently laid upon the floor, and in a few short moments
hed his last. Beath, it seems, had laid his icy hand upon the seat of
his heart ; he felt the sudden chill, and life fled before the conqueror’s
 Words cannot paint that scene in all its sorrowful reality. Forms of
_ speech cannot reach the deep fountains of our grief. Nor were the circum-
stances ordinary which attended his death. He had risen to conclude the
argument in a case of great interest to him. The questions involved were
those he had grappled with and mastered in a long professional and judicial
career. He had, as Chief Justice of this court, delivered its judgment in the
same case, upon a former writ of error; and now, as counsel in that case,
he felt a duty laid upon him to vindicate, not only the cause of his clients,
but that opinion which he himself had delivered. I should not wonder,
were we able to return to that moment and to search his palpitating heart,
that some excitement was there stronger than was its wont.
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The Bar has lost in him a kind, courteous, and upright member, and the
State an able, eminent, and learned jurist; while we, ourselves, join in sym-
pathy fer his loss.

Personally, I may speak of Judge Troupson with especial feeling. My
first entrance upon this bench was to participate in one of the most important
causes that ever engaged its attention, in which we stood in opposition to
each other, and which my casting vote was to determine. But opposition
did not breed hostility; and as time wore on a friendship arose, which death
only has severed. We came from the same section of the State, and our
professional lives have been moulded somewhat alike.

It was natural we should think, feel, and judge similarly in many things.
I had known him by reputation before, but our first personal acquaintance
began in the year 1841, at Mercer, when I appeared before him as counsel,
while he was the Judge of the District Court including that county. After-
wards, I became President Judge of the Seventeenth District, and he
appeared before me in the same county in 1851, as counsel in an important
case. I shall never forget the impressions made upon me by his conduct in
that cause; a case in which he exhibited qualities of mind and heart not less
striking than creditable. IIe followed an alidi of two weeks’ duration, in
the very scene of the occurrence itself, winding around his client a series of
links until they became a chain armor, so complete that they were impervious
to attack. Ile had the strongest prejudice to oppose and to overcome a
sympathy for the unfortunate prosecutrix, and a family infiuence, seemingly
invincible ;5 and yet he dictated to the jury the very language of a verdict of
acquittal, which, while exonerating his client, relieved the ruined prosecutrix
from a charge of perjury. This victory he won as much by the qualities of
his heart as by his ability.

Our intercourse upon the bench was ever pleasant, while his counsel was
wise, and his words profitable. But this is not the time to dwell upon traits,
or to recall reminiscences. His sudden death, while yet not very old, and
yet retaining the vigor of his intellect, is one of those sad events which,
while they rouse the deepest emotions of the heart, at the same time stand
out as solemn warnings to those that remain.

There is a bereavement, of which it becomes me not to speak—too great,
too sacred for public utterance—a loss to others of husband, father, friend.

It is the order of the court that the prothonotary minute the announce-
ment just made upon the record, with the motion to adjourn, as a memorial
and testimony of respect to our departed friend and former brother, and it
ig ordered that the court do now adjourn.
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£r then submitted the following : —

having convened for the purpose of doing honor
nory of the late Chief Justice Jaxes THOMPSON,
ve been called to deplore, do Resolve:—

d eareer as a Lawyer, a member of our State Legis-
ourt, a representative in Congress, an Associate
ourt of Pennsylvania, and finally the Chief Justice
ams: an honorable part of our state and national

is eminent abilities, his discriminating judg-
and the spotless purity of his public and private
,1;1im in the very front rank of our American

is amiable temper, and his affectionate
1o the strongest feelings of our hearts.

itizens generally, to join with us in doing
one who reﬂected so much lustre on them and on

tee of ten persons be appointed to convey to his family
¢ of our heartfelt sympathy with them in this great and sudden

oving the adoption of this paper, Judge PorrER said : —

irman—1I am about to perform in a few words, a duty from which
d‘glaﬂy’ have been relieved, and this, sir, for two reasons. I was
 almost at the moment when this sad event occurred, and I confess
has had on my own faculties a benumbing effect. I feel like a man
ed by a severe blow; and then I feel, also, that in those beautiful
eulogles pronounced in this room this morning by the late Chief Justice
ODWARD, and by the chairman of the meeting, everythmg that is appro-
_priate has been said. Yet I can hardly permit the occasion to pass, occu-
. pying the relation which I held to Judge Troxpson for several years, with-

_out adding a very few words.

I remember his telling me once, something of the place of his birth,
and " something of his ancestors. I derived from him the impression
that he lost his father in very early life, and that his education was
due almost entirely to his mother : a woman, as he frequently said,
of wonderful natural endowments. I once said to him, “Judge, how did
Jou come to be a lawyer? how, under such adverse circumstances, and
obliged to labor with your hands, did you find your way to the bar?” He
thereupon mentioned this incident, which it may be interesting to some of
the gentlemen present to hear, When a little boy, I should suppose nine

22 P. F. Smita—1
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or ten years of age, he was sent on an errand, and he happened to pass the
county court-house on his way. A large crowd was assembled about the
door, and in the windows, and great interest was manifested in some trial
which was proceeding. It was a trial for murder. He entered the court-
room, went through the crowd, passing between the legs of many of the
persons standing there, and came within touching distance of the speaker.
The speaker was Henry Baldwin, of whom some of us know much ; of
whom you, sir, know more. We all know his distinguished national charac-
ter and career, and something of his habits, and the power which he wielded
in that western country for so many years. There the little boy stood,
loeking sometimes at Mr. Baldwin, without knowing who he was, then at
the criminal, who was within a few feet of the speaker, then at the jury,
and then at the judge. Ile seems to have been particularly struck with the
play of features of the jurors, and their emotions under the speech, many
of them several times giving way to tears. When the address was concluded,
he left the court-room with the thought, ¢ I should like to be such a man, and
stand in such a place.” He told me that in all his subsequent labors, by
night and by day, which were very great, this idea was continually present
to his mind ; and I suppose he lived to plead more than a hundred causes in
that very court-room, standing in that very place. When I first remember
to have seen his name, it was as Speaker of the House of Representatives
of this State. When I first saw him, he was a Judge of the District Court,
which had been created of the counties of Erie and Crawford. Ie remained
judge of that court for six years; for six years he was a member of Con-
gress, and returning home in about 1850 or 1851, he practised law again
without much interruption. He practised law till 1857, when he was elected
a Judge of the Supreme Court. A few months afterwards I sat by his side
on that bench, and I shall never forget the kind and cordial words with
which he received me; never forget the interesting, agreeable and instruc-
tive conversation we had during that time on the circuits throughout the
State.

I need not say much of his qualities as a judge; as a presiding officer of
this great and powerful court. You all know what he was. Iis first great
quality was his quickness. I have seldom ever seen a man who could catch
a thought more quickly than Judge Trmompson; and then there was this
singular combination ; quick men are apt to be restless men; impatient
men, not given to laborious research. IIe was a man of the most patient
industry. You would hardly know that he had got the thought unless you
asked him something about the question. Although so quick a man, he
studied his cases as the slowest and dullest and most plodding man would
have studied them--reading far into the night, frequently into the early
hours of the morning, Ile studied every line of his case, as if he had never
heard of the principle before. You know what his courage was when his
conclusion was reached. He was courteous in announcing the result. He
was, as you, Mr. Chairman, just remarked, very tolerant of opposition. He
would listen calmly to anything you had to say on the subject, but when he
had reached his conclusion, sir,there was no driving him from it. 'When he
came to write his opinions he was not always careful of his style. e never
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tei mads hima fermidable opponent, but always &
man. Judge Troursox was a great deal in public life. When but 2
oung man heserved several terms in the State Logislature, the last of
hich as Speaker of the House, and although the youngest member of the body
at the time, it hasbeen well remarked that its chair has never heen more ably
or gatiﬁfactorﬁy flled. Afterwards he was appointed the presiding Judge
of tha District Court of the Erie Distriet, which position he continued to 0¢-
enpy withicredit and distinetion until the court expired by limitation of law.

. As District Judge he was much liked and held iz estimation by the bar gen-
erally. After he left the bench he was elected to Congress from the Erie Dis-
trict, and re-elected the second or third time. He was a th%«orough Demo-
crat, but always had enough votes from the other side, from those who knew
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him well, to render certain what to most any other Democrat would have
proved in that district a failure. In Congress he had a high rank and
wielded large influence.

Subsequently, he was elected to the Supreme Court, and we all know how
well and faithfnlly he discharged the duties of his high office of Justice and
Chief Justice of that court. Judge TmompsoNn was emphatically a public
man. HHe was also a genial companion and friend. His loss will be greatly
felt. In a word, he was an honest man, a good friend, an able lawyer, and
upright judge. But he is gone—his work is finished, and we shall see his
genial face here no more! The last sad summons which came so suddenly
to him should remind us all of the truth that *‘it is appointed unto all men
once to die,”” and we should endeavor to be ready to meet that lastsummons
when it comes to each of us.

George W. BippLe :—

I recollect well, Mr. Chairman, being present at Harrisburg,in June 1857,
when the Convention of one of our great political parties placed in nomina-
tion at the same time, two candidates for the bench of the Supreme Court:
WiLLian Strong and James Trompson. The enthusiasm with which the
nominations were received was remarkable ; and fortunate, indeed, would it
be for the people of this Commonwealth, if the action of such conventions
always produced similar results. My acquaintance at that time with both
these gentlemen was very slight. The one first named, I had, perhaps, seen
once; but I remembered that I had both seen and heard the latter. In the
room adjoining the one in which we are now assembled, in some phase of
the varied and angry litigation which grew out of the Erie and North-East
Railroad Company controversy, James Tuompson appeared before the
Supreme Court, in advocacy of his clients’ rights; and I was struck by the
vigor of argument and lucidity of language with which he presented his
cause. After these two judges took their seats upon the bench, I came to
know them both well; for I may say that my practice was active in the
court in which they sat, during the whole period of the service of both.
Judge StroNg, sittingas a Judge of the Supreme Court of this State for some
ten years, with great advantage to the bar and to the community, volun-
tarily returned to the practice of the law, to quit it very soon'indeed, by his
removal to another judicial station, not higher or more important than the
one he had left, although of wider and more varied jurisdiction. For fifteen
years Judge THoMPSON sat, both as Associate and Chief in the court over
which you now preside, and his decisions are to be found reported in some
forty volumes of our State Reports—from 6 Casey, in which the announce-
ment of his first appearance as a judge there is'to be found, down to the
recently issued volume of 21 P. F. Smith, which contains some of his best con-
sidered opinions. The profession has long since recognised his great judicial
qualities, and sealed his original selection with their emphatic approval;
but I wish to call attention briefly to two characteristics which he possessed
in a remarkable degree, and which are by no means always found united in
the same person. I have seen the one possessed in a high degree by many,



xx1

wanting. Judge Tmompson
the resolutions, wonderful
ception that seemed almost
ent degree another quality,
earning, his industry, or his
sessed strong common sense. e
iews of the transactions and
rked by practical wisdom and
, Was 50 robust, so healthy in its
d into an adoption or exhibition
was entirely foreign to his
 resiorted to it himself he had little
cadth of mind which enabled him
s sought to be defeated through the
ts kﬂf technical procedure. Always
eality to the principle lying beneath
tending, hut easy and idiomatic
. elaborate processes of legal
t demanded a full development
usions were justified, few judges
ve analysis.

unrivalled, both as a land
in the law of ‘homicide. In
tions edhéﬁr that he was a consum-

es‘mng himself from his labors amidst
ma.n 1er was charming. Anecdote, humor,
Mand"and freely used for the entertainment and
He had no false assumption of dignity which repelled
but recognising the social arena as one in which all
n equal terms; ' he charmed and made friends of the
hose of his own age, by powers of conversation which
ervice of all.  His conduct in the domestic circle has been
a.utlfully touched upon by Judge PorTER, and to some extent
“1tness of his great merits in thls reepect But he added a

: He was & constant worshipper at Dr. Boardman’'s church, and
ope, we may be permitted to believe, that now that he has paswd

hief Justice Reap:—

1 have known my deceased friend intimately for fifteen years, for fourteen
ef which we were members of the same court. IIe was a most kind and
ponmderate associate, and I am personally deeply indebted to him for his
‘thoughtfulness and attention to myself when ill health called for the indul-
gence 'of my brethren, He was a good man, an honest and upright man, an
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admirable Judge, and a learned lawyer, with great good sense. I was
warmly attached to him, and I deplore his loss. I believe every word of
the resolutions offered by Judge Por1ER, to be true and eminently just, and
a proper tribute to the virtues, talents and great ability of our deceased
friend.

P. FrazER SMITH :-—

Looking over those assembled in this room, I think I will speak in ac-
cordance with the fact, if Isay that my acquaintance with Judge TroMPsen
covers a greater length of time, than that of any one here.

I met him in 1832, in Bellefonte, in this State ; he was on his way to
Harrisburg, as a representative in the Legislature from Venango county. I
had been at Bellefonte for some days, and on taking my seat for home in
the stage-coach, which had come from hisresidence, I found him there. A
friend, also a member of the Legislature, who was going at the same time to
Harrisburg, introduced me to ‘“ James Thompson, of Venango county.”

Until then, I had never seen him, but the close contact into which a
stage-coach brings its passengers, had created a familiar companionship be-
fore much of the road had been traversed ; his affability, unaffected bear-
ing, and genial and unstudied humor, drew us so together, that I am justified
in saying, that the end of the journey of ninety miles, left us intimate ac-
quaintances. The territorial distance between our homes limited our inter-
course for some years afterwards to few meetings.

In 1858, after Judge Trompson had been elected to the Supreme Court,
my professional duties renewed my intercourse with him. I found Jaxes
TmompsoN a Justice of the Supreme Court, the same heartsome Janus
TroMpsoN who had been my stage-coach companion a quarter of a century
before.

He maintained the dignity of his position whilst performing its duties
he never indicated by word or act, that he thought it would be lowered by -
recognising the members of the bar as his brethren, or hesitated to have it
understood, that he was aided in their arguments to him; nor was the
familiarity of his social intercourse marred by bringing the judge into it.

As soon as I knew that I was to assume the official relations to the
Supreme Court which I now sustain, I went at once to Judge THoMPSON,
as I did to others on the bench, to inform him of the fact and seek his
eounsel. He received me, as I was sure he would, with great cordiality,
and made many suggestions to me, which have aided me much in perform-
ing my duties. During these relations, I have found nothing in him but
the greatest kindness ; not the less appreciated by me, when it was mani-
fested in his frank criticism. Nothing ever was said by him which drew
any division line in our friendship ; it was unbroken until the calamity of
yesterday.

I have in my mind, no man to whom I could have more confidently gone
for sincere sympathy and sound counsel, in professional or official duties,
than Judge Tuompson. What struck me from the first, after he became a
judge of the Supreme Court, was the guickness with which he grasped a
case and discovered where its merits lay ; he was sedulous to ascertain its
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ilegs of appearing hefore him as an advocate, my duties upon
keeping me in another sphere of action; but officially, as you
T was obliged to meet with him occasmnally In proper cases I
nsuited with him;-and in another sphere altogether, I mean in the
1gement of oneof the medical institutions of this country, we met as
members of the same hoard. Whenever we met he was the same genial,
d, warm-hearted: man, ever ready with advice, strongly marked by its
common sense, its general soundness.
When intimes of great excitement I have been loaded down with cares
. known only.to myself, a word from that lion-hearted old man would give
me strength and courage to go on; and now, when I reflect upon what has
-passed, 'when I remember that I shall see him no more, and when this sad
thonght comes upon me with overwhelming power, that within eight months
three members of a board of trustees, to which I have referred, have all
fallen, it is enough to make a man stop and think. Judge King, THonass &,
Surrs and James Thompson have passed away; and during the year also
the leader of this bar, Mr. MEREDITH.
And what a sight was presented here yesterday! Hastening to this room,
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T saw the form of the late Chief Justice of this tribunal, tenderly laid there,
within the shadow of the bench on which he sat for fifteen years, and two
thoughts arose in my mind, shocked as it then was. The first was, that
such a sight could have been possible in the Commonwealth—that a system
of laws could exist, leaving him, an old man, to struggle on to the perilous
edge of danger, and fall with the words ‘ Now, then !’ on his lips, as he ad-
dressed this court. I find no fault with men, but with the system; and
then it illustrates the character of the man, who, with a lion-heart, fought
the battle of life and fell in his tracks before your tribunal here; and yet
there was something consolingin the fact that he had left the altar at which
he had administered as High Priest, had gone down among the people of
his pative state, and returned at the foot of the altar here,<-in the presence
of justice, before its highest Court of Appeals, to die in the harness. There
are some lessons to be learned, one has been referred to: the dreadful un-
certainty of life. Ay, sir, when the angel of death entered this chamber
your business was palsied. There was not a tribunal in this country which
did not tremble under the shock, as if some unseen hand had interfered
and stopped the public business; and then there is a lesson of courage to
every man, no matter what the circumstances may be which surround him.
There is a lion-hearted courage, which bears its own reward, and that was
exhibited here yesterday; there is a final lesson, sir: we may enter into the
conflicts of life, we may have our different opinions upon questions of poli-
tics, of law or of religion, but how such a scene as the one we saw yester-
day teaches us to banish malice—to cultivate a sincere friendship. The
ex-Chief Justice has gone, but his memory will live long in this Common-
wealth.,

Er1 K. Pricr:—

Mr. Chairman :—I should be derelict to my sense of duty,if I were to
let this opportunity pass without bearing my testimony to the character and
learning of our deceased friend. It is quite impossible for me, so closely in
the presence of the appalling event, to become critical in the analysis of
character. While the breast heaves with emotions, the head cannot com-
mand the coolness to become critical. Indeed, it seems almost irreverent to
makethe attempt. I shall but give expression to my feelings.

It is twenty years ago, this month, since I made the acquaintance of
Judge TrompsoN. I was then in the State Senate; and I had the year be-
fore taken side with the people of Erie, in their contest with the Erie afd
Northeast Railroad Company. To the session of 1854, Judge Trempson
came their representative to the House, and became the earnest champion
of the rights of the people of Erie. We quickly acted in accord, shoulder
to shoulder, with hearts beating in unison. A friendship was then formed
that never ceased.

1 confirm all that has been said of the genial social qualities of_ Judge
TroxmpsoN ; his learning, his ability, and judicial impartiality and integrity.
I also testify to his great kindness of heart, and deep sympathy with hu-
manity ; and could illustrate, were it fitting here.

But that I wish most to say, is to express my sense of gratitude for his judi-



XXV

eannot fully estimate the
1z their contracts and in-
_on professional opinions;
the deeisions.of the Supreme
ch take place in that court,
rm of ofice, new judges, as is
ence and reflection, bring new
1d decisions are sometimes not
most earefully. considered and
; nformlty with existing authori-
ir investments. Legxslatlon on
nd destructive removal of land-
y for the futiire, and the people
aglslate, they do it for the future,
¢ what the law has been, as well as
at to have: been unlawful, which
hen the people have been misled,
bring novelties upon the bench.
the Jaw, asiin other sciences, the
he world is rapidly advancing by
and thelaw must follow them in
Butthe law will yet wisely fol-
ody of legal wisdom, treasured up in
_applicable to the new circumstances.
analogies, and the same sound judgment,
nience and welfare of mankind and society, and that
ences, are the only course of safety on the bench.
e TroursoN was always thus wise and cautious, and
the foosteps of his wise and learned predecessors, that
| tefully respected and honored him as a judge. Look through
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Am1I presumptuous in thus speaking in the presence of many judges?
y will, I hope, pardon me, when they reflect that for more than half a
kentury, much of my professional occupation has been that of an advisory
counsel ; and that I am the senior, by a number of years, of all the judges
in this Commonwealth. I came into the Supreme Court, when Tivemaman,
DiNCAN and GissoN were on the bench. Ihave known all the judges who
have sat upon it since ; lawyers eminent for their knowledge of the law and
for their ability, and I have known none more cautious and circumspect, to
do nothing to unsettle the law and imperil the titles of the citizen, than he
whose loss we all now so sincerely deplore. In this he closely followed
Tireauan. And I yet but give expression to my emotions, when I repeat
my sense of gratitude to the memory of the late Chief Justice, and point to
his many decisions for the truth of all I have said ; decisions that will pre-
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serve his memory in respect, and honor for the long and indefinite future. I
shall love his character and memory while I live, and hold them in profound
respect and veneration.

Danter DouGHERTY :—

Oppressed with the solemnity of these proceedings, I yet venture to say a
parting word of the occasion, and of the friend whom I honored in life, and
mourn, profoundly mourn in death. No event has happened in my remem-
brance—nor can I on the moment recall from “history, one connected with
our profession—so sad, startling, and awe-striking, as that which happened
on this spot not twenty-four hours ago. The venerable head of the bar, who
had presided as Chief Justice of Pennsylvania for a longer time than any
of his associates since the amendment of 1851, while addressing this tribu-
nal struck dead !

IIis voice was the last heard here in formal argument before this meeting
convened. ‘While yet his dying words seem lingering around these walls,
we have assembled to record the expression of the loss—the irreparable loss
the bar, the city, and the state, have suffered in the death of this great
jurist, upright citizen, and noble man. IIis learning, integrity and truth,
his industry, patience, and promptitude, his impartiality—above all, let me
mention that characteristic which pre-eminently marked his decisions—not
blind adherence to precedent, but absolute devotion to substantial justice.
These inestimable qualities have been alluded to by distinguished gentlemen
who have preceded me, and will be dwelt on by those who will hereafter
write his worth in elaborate eulogies.

His simple, unaffected courtesy, genial manners, contagious laugh—Oh,
how in these sad moments it grates upon my ear—will be remembered and
recalled by all who ever met him in the charmed circle of social or home
life. 1Iis speeches in the Legislature and the National House of Represen-
tatives, his reports as the head of the Judiciary Committee of Congress, will
be treasured among the archives of the state and nation. His judicial de-
cisions are recorded, and will be read wherever the English tongue is spoken,
and as long as justice is administered by law.

It is often a necessary result of our American system—humiliating to us
as a people, and looked on with amazement by Great Britain and Ireland—
that the lawyer may be seen arguing at the bar of the court where he had
once presided as the judge. No more striking example could be given than
him whom we have met to commemorate and mourn.

A year and a month ago James THompson was the Chief Justice of this
our Supreme Court. Yesterday he stood in the midst of us addressing the
court, and you, honored sir, who had been one of his associates, and are now
his successor. To-day he himself is judged in the High Court of Heaven!
May this appalling dispensation purify all our lives, and may our departed
friend rest in the eternal embrace of the Omnipotent Judge and Merciful
Ruler of the Universe.

.

On motion of James OTTERSON, it Was
Resolved, That the judges and members of the bar, both of the (nty and
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vited ‘to-meet in the Supreme Court, at 1 o’clock on
_proceed’in a body to attend the funeral of Ion., Jauzs

an appointed the following gentlemen the committee under the

¥

Al . A, Porter, Hon. James R. Ludlow, Hon. Eli K. Price, Wil.
‘%Wle, Hon. Thomas K. Finletter, William 8. Lane, Geo. W.
.@aaﬁdﬂougherty, Charles Gilpin, and George M. Dallas.

tion of Horario GaTEs JoxEs, the officersof the meeting were added





