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THE DEATH OF HO N. ULYSSE S MERCU R, CHIE F ,JUS
T ICE OF TH E SUPREM E COURT .  

At the sitting of th e SUPREM E COURT at Pittsburgh, on Monday, October 3, 1887, the first day of the Octobe r  Te rm, presen t GORDON, C. J. ,  PAXSON
, S'l'ERR E TT, GREEN an dWILLIAMS, JJ., the commissions of Hon .  Henry "\V. Williams ,

appointed by the Governor to fi ll the vacancy c ause d by tlie 
death o f  CHIE F JUSTIC E MERCU

R, an d o f Hon. Isaa c  G. 
Gordon succeeding as Chief ,Tustice, were re ad, w hen at o ne 
o'clock, P .  M., HoN. DANIE L AGNEW, for merly Chief Justic e, arose and addressed the Court as follows :

May it please your Honors: 
I rise to perform a sad and painful Yo u miss from a mong you a familiar form, and the ai r see ms freig hted w it h sorrow. It is m y mournful part to announc e  to you the death o f  Chief Justice Ulysses JvlrmouR, y our honored head and co ll eagu e. He has left the " warm precinets of the c he e rfu l day" for t he dark­

ness and gloom of the grave. Though go ne f
ro

m your Be nch for 
:many years and livin g far away from the s c enes o f his active life, it has seemed to m y brethren of the Bar mo st mee t that I should break this melanchol y news. I acce pt the duty, o nly regrett i ng my t o  perform it well. 

He died at the house of his son in 1:Vn Jlingfor d, n ear Ph ila del­
phia, on Monday morning, Jnne 6, 1887, at ha lf pa st nine o'cl ock. His attack commenced with a chill a few days before at din n er with a friend, followed by pneumonia. The dis e as e, how ever, seemed to be checked, and the p ress of the city c ontaine d daily b ul letins indicating a recovery. On Sunday he was brig ht and cheerful, ex• pressing a wish to sit up, and say i ng he w o uld s oon be in his se at. On Monday morning, in a pleasant vo ic e, he ba de his phys ician, Dr. Getchel, good-by. In a short time, ho wever, a chang e  came, 

by his attendant, who imme diate ly s ent for the physician ; but befol'e the doctor came he died of a he ar t -clo t his c ircu latio n
(xi x) 
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was too weak to overcome. Death came to him in a calm and 
peaceful frame, his breath passing gently away, as the last low 
murmur of a dying breeze; and then he lay on his pillow, as a babe 
rests in sweet slumber on its mother's breast. Hy sorrowing friends 
he was borne away to his home in Towanda, the spot where he first 
drew breath and which he loved so well, and was there buried in 
Oakhill Cemetery on Thursday, the 9th day of June. 

Chief Justice MERCUR was born on the 12th day of August, 1818. 
His life was one of progress and success, worthy of study and imi­
tation. His father, Henry Mercur, was a man of moderate means, 
unable to bestow upon his son the higher education his ambition 
sought. But, as he once told me, after exhausting the more hum­
ble sources of his native place, by an arrangement he took in 
advance a portion of his father's estate. He was thus able to 
reach Jefferson College, where he improved his time and talents so 
well, he was able to achieve victories in society contests, and finally 
was graduated with honor. 

While at college he added to his labors a year's study of the law, 
under the late Thomas l\I.. T. McKennan, one of vVashington 
('Ounty's most respected and able lawyers, afterwards a Secretary 
of the Interior of the United States. On his return to Towanda 
he continued tbe study of the bw under Edward Overton, Esq., a 
lawyer of eminence in Bradford county, and was admitted to the 
bar in the usual time. 

In 1850 he married Miss Sarah Davis, !l daughter of the late 
General John Davis, of Bucks county, Pa. His union with her 
was happy, and to them were born four sons and a daughter, all 
yet living. His professional lifo was one of labor and reward, 
founded upon unflinching principle and great integrity. Learning, 
industry and perseverance soon brought him clients and his busi­
ness increased, until he became leader at a Bar where talent and 
professional distinction largely prevailed. Courage, too, was a 
distinguishing trait of his character ; and for fifteen years he 
continued an active and successful practitioner. 

On the resignation of ,Judge Wilmot in 1861, to take his seat in 
Congress, where he became famous as the author of the " Wilmot 
Proviso," prohibiting slavery in the Territories, ITLYSSES MERCUR 
became his successor as President, in the Thirteenth Judicial Dis­
trict, composed of the counties of Bradford and Susquehanna. 
His career en that bench closed in 1864; when, to harmonize jar­
ring party interests he accepted an unanimous nomination, and was 
elected to Congress. There, as in former positions, he labored 
with unremitting industry, acquiring the reputation of a faithful, 
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of higher tastes, the poorest and the lowliest, unchecked by rank or 
privilege, or by "poverty, unconquerable oar," may aspire to slake 
his thirst for knowledge, seize the objects of his desire, indulge 
his taste for art, or seek the happiness of an attractive and lovely 
home. Such a home it was the fortune of the late Cheif Justice to 
enjoy for many happy years. Here, too, a noble Constitution, en­
during for a century, and constantly expanding to meet the growth 
and wants of the nation, protects all beneath the benign influence 
of its powers, secures to every citizen his just rights, and smiles on 
his advancement in knowledge, wealth and distinction. 

To all these Chief Justice M..:RCUR attained, under its ever pro­
tecting power. He secured the most cherished objects of life, and 
died respected and lamented. Oh, who would not wish this fortune 
to be his! 

I therefore move that the Court adjourn for the day, out of re­
spect for the memory of the late Chief Justice. 

MR. CHIEF JUSTICE GORDON : 

vVe lament the death of our good CHIEF JusTICE. He was not 
only an able lawyer and a just judge, but also an excellent gentle­
man and a kind and agreeable companion. "\Ve miss him sadly, as 
well in the council chamber as in the court room. 

But lamentation alone is scarcely a meet tribute to the memory 
of Chief Justice MERCUR, for we caunot regard his life without 
admiration. 

He was a successful man, a fortunate man-fortunate in his 
domestic relations, in his wonderful •popularity with his fellow citi­
zens and in the important offices which they conferred upon him, in 
his professional success and in his social life. 

Nor can we even say that he was unfortunate in his death. As a 
mighty man, .still vigorous in life's race, he was taken away in the 
fullness of a strong intellectuality-not in a driveling old age, 
when man becomes a mere tolerance in the world, but as a chief 
among men, the loss of whom the Commonwealth deplores, and 
whose plaee cannot be filled. His sun has set in a clear sky and in 
a bright horizon. 

Neither has he fallen, bnt rather risen. He has passed from the 
highest position in his native state to a still higher position in the 
heavens ; for he was a good man and an honest member of the 
Church of Christ. He rests from his labors and his works do 
follow him. 

The court was then adjourned. 




















