
IN THE 

SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA 

In Memory of HONORABLE GROVER C. LADNER 

Justice of the Supreme Court 

Minutes of Memorial Service for Honorable Grover 
C. Ladner at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on Monday,

November 8, 1954.

CHIEF JUSTICE HORACE STERN: The Court recognizes 

Mr. Frederic L. Clark. 

FREDERIC L. CLARK, ESQ. : Your Honors, we are 

here in memory of GROVER LADNER. It is not easy to 

speak with restraint about such a friend and colleague. 

And this is true because no one could be associated with 

him and not become impressed by his high character, 
his fine abilities, and his winning personality. Any 

association with him was bound to leave a deep impres­

sion upon those privileged to share it. 

Judge LADNER'S long career on and off the Bench 

gave him a broad familiarity with basic legal principles 

and an extensive acquaintance with procedural proc­

esses, and the wisdom gained in these years made him 
a wise counsellor in the discussion of legal problems, 

and a powerful advocate in presenting his conclusions 
to a court. 

Honesty of purpose and accurate perception of right 

and wrong controlled his approach to a case. Clarity 

of thought and an earnest desire for justice were the 

instruments he used in reaching a conclusion. 

In the all too brief period of twenty-four months 

during which he was with us we came to know him 
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w ell. It was an inter esting exp erience to work with him 

or to see hi m wo rk. Because on any problem under his 

ca re he bro
ug

ht to bear up on its solution intense intel­

lectua l  en ergy. He p ur sued his investigation of the 

fact s  an d of 
the la w  w ith a relentless and contagious 

e nthus
iasm, and w hen he formed his opinions they were 

bu tt
re ssed by his r ese arches and by a wealth of experi ­

ence in dec iding s
im ilar or a nalog ou s problems. 

He w as a tru
e s er va nt o

f 
the State and of his fellow 

m en
, 

an outstan din g c itizen, and alwa ys h e  was the 

dev
ote d and lo

y
al frie nd, the kindly and considerate 

associate, the 
ins p

ir i ng leader in guidin g those working 

w ith 
h im in the s e a r ch for the truth. 

We m ourn 
his pass in g . We honor and revere him. 

And s o we say : "
P

e a c e  to this jus t m a n's memory; let it grow 

Gr e en e r  w ith 
ye ars, a n d  blossom throu gh the flight 

O
f a

g
es

; 
le t the m i mi c  ca nvas s show 

Hi s  c alm ben ev olen t features; let the ligh
t 

Stream on 
hi s  de ed s  o f lov e, that shunned the sight 

O
f all bu t hea v en ; an d in the book of fame 

The glorious r e c or d of his virtues wri
te 

And hold 
i

t u
p 

to me n ; 
and bid the m claim 

A pa lm like his; 
an d c atc h fro m hi m th e hallowed 

flam e. "

C
HI

EF 
,J

US
TI

C
E S TERN : Thank yo u, M r. Clar

k
. 

Mr. J. We sley 
Mc vVilliams. 

J
. W

ES LEY 
Mc VVILLIAM S, ESQ.: Ma y it pleas e You r

Honors
: When G

ROVER 
CLEVELA

N
D LADNE R left thi s Court 

and resum ed pr i
va te practic e, t he Commonwealth lost

t
he se r vices o f an abl e ,  scholar ly judg e, and yo u, his
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brethren on its highest Court, lost the stimulation of a 

vigorous, vrnrm and human personality. When he died 

last June the Bar of Pennsylvania lost an esteemed and 

much beloved member. 

GROVER LADNER
) 

for almost half a century, was 

either an active practitioner before the Bar of this 

Court or in judicial office. I shall say nothing of his 

career as a lawyer, since his old friend and law partner, 

Frederic L. Clark, Esquire, has just referred to this 

phase of his life in moving and affectionate words. 

\Vith submission to the Court, I should like to speak 

briefly of his judicial work. On March 15, 1937, he took 

his seat on the Orphans' Court of Philadelphia, where 

he served with distinction and rare ability until his 

appointment to this Court in the summer of 1950, fol­

lowing the death of Chief Justice Maxey. The Philadel­

phia Orphans' Court possesses a great history and a 

fine tradition; it is the great nisi prius Court of the 

Commonwealth, and Judge LADN1m gave unstintingly 

of his energy and learning in the maintenance of its 

enviable reputation. 

As a trial judge he ever held before him the admoni­

tions of Lord Bacon. "Patience and gravity of hearing 

is an essential part of justice," said his Lordship. "It is 

no grace to a judge first to f ind that which he might 

have heard in due time from the Bar, or to show quick­

ness of conceit in cutting off evidence or counsel too 
short." 

rrhe magnitude of his work, both in quality and in 

quantity, while a member of the Orphans' Court merits 

comment. If I may be pardoned for reciting a few fig­

ures, Judge LADNER: during· the last two and one-half 

years he was on that Court, passed upon 1251 accounts 

involving gross estates totalling over $119,000,000. He 

heard and disposed of eleven appeals from the Register 
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of Wills, wrote over twenty-five opinions for the Court 

en bane, and, in addition, passed on uncounted numbers 

of petitions and interlocutory matters. 

His wide scholarship and complete mastery of his 
subject appear in his opinions, which are written with 

clarity and in a pleasing literary style. In addition to 

his knowledge of the law of decedents' estates, he was 

a master of real estate law, which he taught at Temple 

University School of Law while sitting on the Orphans' 

Court. His book on Conveyancing in Pennsylvania is 

an outstanding work on the subject. 

Justice LADNER, while a member of the Supreme 

Court, carried his full share of its heavy burdens. VVe 

on this side of the Bar realize the responsibilities im­

posed upon a Justice of this Court, the highest tribunal 

of a sovereign state of eleven million people, endowed 

with material wealth such as no like number has ever 

possessed. The social and economic problems implicit 

in the cases coming before such a Court in twentieth 

century America are of a complexity and importance 

which only the profession can appreciate. 

·with all the powers of King's Bench at ·westminster,

as they existed in the year 1722, Your Honors have 

duties commensurate with your powers. Service on your 

Bench is a dedication to which Mr. Justice LADNER re­

sponded. Never did he exploit himself or seek personal 

aggrandizement. A believer in cooperation and team 

effort, a play to the galleries was wholly foreign to his 

nature. 

He enthusiastically and unselfishly performed his 

judicial labors without pride of opinion and in an 

understanding spirit. During the year and a half that 

he sat on this Court he wrote 54 opinions, of which 46 

were written for the Court, one in concurrence and seven 

in dissent. If time permitted I should have liked to refer 
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to several of these opinions which will have a lasting 

influence in molding the course of our law. 

The services of Justice LADNER were in accord with 

the highest traditions of an American judge. He was at 

all times, in the language of our Canons of Judicial 

Ethics, "conscientious, studious, thorough, courteous, 

patient, punctual, just, impartial, fearless of public 

clamor, regardless of public pressure and indifferent to 

private, political or partisan influences." 

Justice LADNER truly followed the mandate of Moses 

to the Judges of Israel: 
"Ye shall not respect persons in judgment; but ye 

shall hear the small as well as the great; ye shall not 
be afraid of the face of man; for the judgment is God's." 

CHIEF JUSTICE STERN: Justice LADNER served jn the 
Orphans' Court for many years with Mr. Justice Allen 
M. Stearne, whom I now recognize.

MR. JUSTICE ALLEN M. STEARNI�: :Mr. Chief ,Justiee
and Friends of GROVER LADNER-I have been asked to 
add a few words because for so many years, both before 
he was a lawyer, after he became a lawyer, ,vhen he was 
a judge in the Orphans' Court, and as a Justice of this 
Court, our lives constantly touched. 

One of our great American philosophers has re­
marked that so many of us go through life and leave 
nothing behind to show that we have passed through. 
Every time I go to London I visit St. Paul's Cathedral. 
I think in many ways the life of that great architect, 
Sir Christopher "Wren, paralleled that of Judge LAD­
NER's. Sir Christopher, the architect, has that wonder­
ful monument to his memory, St. Paul's Cathedral. But 
he had many other monuments in this country. At 
William and Mary you can see the wonderful chapel 
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w h
ic h he design ed. When he came to die, his body was 

in te rred in St. Pau l 's. He is interred under the floor. 

Over hi m o n  a ma rble slab is a Latin inscription which, 

liter
a

lly trans la t ed, reads, "If you look for my monu­

m ent, ju
s

t 
gla n c e  abou t you." 

I felt that that is how GROVER LADNER'S monuments 

we re left
. 

If yo u  w ish to g et a true picture of GROVER 

LADN E
R 'S depth and breadth of knowledge as a judge, 

all you need to do is to read the District and County 

Repor t

s a nd the rep o rts in this Court. They accurately 

refle ct G ro ve r's rea l 
judicia l character. He also left us 

that 
wo nd er ful an d hel pfu l treatise, Conve yancing in 

P en nsylv an
i

a. 

I 
d

o n ot propose to again recount his virtues. That

has been so 
we ll don

e b
y 

the distin guished members of 

om· bar , Mr. Clark, his partner, and Mr. McvVilliams, 

t
he for me r  Pr e siden

t 
o

f 
the Penns ylvania Bar Asso -

c
i

at
i
on .  
Curiousl

y e no u gh, I knew Grover's father before I 

knev, G rover. His father was Albert H .  Ladner, a mag ­

is
tr ate ,  w hose o ffic e was at Fifth and Green Streets. 

He was a re al Democrat after Grover Cleveland's phi­

loso phy. In tha t sec tio n of the cit y everybody respecte d 
him .  He w a s  an exp er t in landlord and tenant cases. 

As a c
l er k in a law offic e, I realized how high

l
y he was 

respe cted. Other ma gistrat e s, rememberin g thei r liabil ­

it y upon their bonds, sent thei r landlord and tenant 

cas e s  to 
A lbert I-I. Ladne r, the magistrate. I believe that 

the met ic ulou s  c ar e with which Magistra
t

e Ladne r con­

duc t ed his c our t 
is reflected i n the fine and efficient 

work o
f 

G rov er. 
·whe n  I di d mee t Grove r, it was as a law student at 

the Uni
ver si ty o f Penn sylvani a. He was i n the Class of 

190 6. I ha
p pe n ed 

t
o be 

i
n th e Cla ss of 190 5, one year 

ahea
d 

of 
him .  Our contac t was throug h  the Jame s vVil­

son La w  Clu b. He w as a real student .  Eve rybo dy like
d 
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Grover. He made an excellent record. 
When I graduated I became a plain Frankford 

country lawyer. Grover was a real trial lawyer. All you 
need do is to read the reports in the Pennsylvania State 
Reports to see how many times he so successfully argued 
cases before this Court. 

In 1927 I was appointed and then elected to the 
Orphans' Court bench. For almost ten years I served 
before Grover joined us. He was appointed to that court 
in 1937. At first he was disappointed. He had expected 
to be appointed to the Common Pleas. He came in to 
see me, his old friend, to express himself. We had quite 
a talk. I recounted the field of the Orphans' Court. I 

felt that he should realize the importance of that work. 
I pulled down opinions of Judge Penrose and ,Judge 
Gest, and showed him the great things he could accom­
plish. Evidently he became interested. I had the great 
satisfaction, years afterwards, in having him tell me 
that he was pleased that he had come into the Orphans' 
Court. We had a very enjoyable and happy time in that 
court. 

In 1942, curiously enough, Grover and I both were 
candidates for the Supreme Court. He was on one 

ticket, I was on the other. We both actively went 
through the state. The group that I was with happened 
to win. Grover had no ill-feeling. About a week after 
the election we were sitting at lunch in a club together, 
laughing and talking over our experiences while cam­
paigning. A gentleman came along and said, "Well, I 
declare! 'fhis is the first time I have ever seen this: 
Two men who just a little over a week ago were going 
through the state, each trying to get his party elected, I 
now find you still friends sitting down together." He 
said, "That is truly the American way." Grover and I 
believed in the American way. 

Grover returned to the Orphans' Court where he was 
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so efficiently ser v i
n
g. He love

d that work. I com­

menced my ne w duties on 
thi

s 
tr ibun

al. 

On July 5, 1950, t
h

e Gover nor appointed Judge LAD· 

NER to the Supreme Cour t. H e 
s
erv ed until the succeed­

ing election. He wa
s a judge 

for fifteen years, thirteen 

in the Orp hans' Cou
rt an

d approx
im

a
tely two years in 

this Court. Of t
ho s e  

fift
ee

n 
ye ars 

h
e 

was m y associate 

for e ig ht of them. 

The thing which I 
admire

d abo
u
t Grover was 

his 

co-operation. His mind, w hil e 
s

tr ong and firm, remained 

open to convictio n. If 
h

e 
agr ee d, fine; 

i
f y o u  did not join 

him, well and good. There wa s n o prosel
ytin

g
. He did

not press to have his c o llea
gu es joi n in hi

s opinions. He 

had no personal interest .  His s
o

le o bjec t was properl
y 

to ad min i ster the law. 

I have los t  a g ood fr
i
end. 

Our profession has los t a 

great man. I am c er tain tha
t Gr ov

e
r i n the Oth

er 

·world al re ad y  is ac
ti ve

ly 
engage d 

i
n importan t spiri

t-

ual du
tie s. 

CHIEF JUSTIC
E 

S
TERN

: Th
an k yo

u, Mr. Justice 

Ste arne. 

In accordance w i
t

h 
ou

r usua
l cus to m, the fin e, sym· 

pathetic addres ses we have he
a

rd 
i

n memor y of our 

departed friend an
d 

colle ague wi
ll be entered o n the 

recor ds o
f the C

o
urt a nd 

pr
i

n
t
e

d in the State Reports. 


