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CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: Good afternoon, everyone. 
We would like to welcome everyone here for this ceremonial 
session for the retirement of one of our good friends, Lorraine 

•·Janicki.

Lorraine is in the audience today, as are many of your 
&iends and co-workers that you worked with over the years. 
iygmont Pines; Nikki DiPasquale; who else, Kathy Radwan­
�ki, I saw her earlier; Cathy Kelly, Valerie Kohler. We have 
Mr. Minner and Mr. Johns. 

JUSTICE TODD: David Szewczak.
CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: I see our executive admin-1s1:rirtor Gary Shovlin. We have in the audience our ChiefJohn Witherow, Peter Gardner, Irene Lambrou, Betsy�ras,o, Chuck Vohs, Donna Baker is filling in Kimberly

.I would note the presence of John Person, and your sister,have a piece of paper - we'll get to that part later.
N'ow, if Lorraine, could you please step to the bar -
JUSTICE TODD: This is so much more pleasurable thancensure. 

JANICKI: It doesn't feel like that to me.
CllIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: 'l'his is both a happy: .i��ton and a sad occasion. 

a happy occasion because you are retiring and youce·i:ir1t111, at a very young age. 
after 32 years of service to the Citizens of Pennsyl­both the Superior Court and the Supreme Court,c,>::::J<�!;U',l'.'eltlri�mAnt is certainly well deserved.
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But for us it is a sad occasion because we are here losing 
a good and loyal employee. You were always a great worker 
and a person who has been totally dedicated to her work in 
the Superior Court and the Supreme Court. 

You began in 1974 as a clerk stenographer with Chief 
Justice Benjamin Jones. Until 1978, when you resigned to 
attend Temple University full-time. 

You earned your Bachelor of Arts Degree in Criminal 
Justice in 1981, graduating cum laude. 

Not leaving well enough alone, you returned to the 
Superior Court as an Appellate Court Clerk and from 1986 to 
1989 you served as the Chief Clerk of the Superior Court. 

Our Court took you away from the drudgery of the 
Superior Court in 1989. And you have now served this Court 
for over 20 years as an Assistant to the Executive Adminis­
trator of our Court and Acting Executive Administrator of 
our Court. 

Your service in the Supreme Court stands in administra­
tions of six Chief Justices. You truly have been a friend of all 
of those Justices and all of this Court. Chief Justice Benjamin 
Jones, Chief Justice Robert Nix, Chief Justice John Flaherty, 
Chief Justice Stephen Zappala, Chief Justice Ralph Cappy 
and myself. 

You might be able to pen quite a story given all your years 
of serving under those Chiefs with all those different styles 
and individual personalities and all the things that you've 
seen through those years. 

But please wait until I am retired in Florida. 

In the last year and a half since I've been the Chief 
Justice, since I've been honored as being the Chief Justice, 
my staff and I have worked closely with you. We have 
personally observed your dedication to your job, your out­
standing work, and most importantly, your constant concern 
for the Supreme Court as an institution. 

You might have thought some of us might be institution­
alized, or should be institutionalized, but you have always 
had respect for the Supreme Court as an institution. And I 
have always admired your insistence in protecting the daily 
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e>p era
tions, and be respected for wha t it does in the Judi
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lBranch, the Third Branch of our government. 
Your friends and f amily ar e here to d ay. Like many of uswho se parents have passed, we are s orry t hat your paren tsoould not b e present on this occ asio n  t o  s

hare your 
a ccom­

p lishm ents .  They would be proud. 
We wish you good health and a wonderful future inwhatever you choose to do and the sa tis fact ion of kn owing 

tha t what you have done for our Courts y ou 
h
ave do ne it w ell.

M S. JANICKI: Thank you. 
CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: I would like to read aletter from President Judge Kate For d Elliott, wh o  is nothere today; and she sen

ds her re gards and 
h
er gre eting s. AndKate Ford Elli ott writes: 

Dear Lorraine, On behalf o f the Ju
d

ges on the SuperiorCourt of Pennsylvan ia, we wish you goo d l
uck and m uchhappiness as you retire from your employment with the Pennsylvania Supreme Court. 

lt is so hard to believ e tha t 20 yea rs h a ve pa st since y ou left the Superior 
Court to take on a new role with ourSupreme Court. 

l can remember working with yo u in th
e 

P
rothon otary's Office. Conscientious and de dic ated employees like you tendto stand out and are not easily forgotten. l'm sure that the Justices of the Supr eme 
Cou rt fee l  thesame Way about you and I can assure you that we do. TheJudiciary thanks you for your service. W

is h

ing you a future filled with goo
d health an

d h
a

p
pi­

ness. 
I am sincerelY, Kate Ford Elliott. 
I would l ike to introduc e your r elatives and friends who� �ere_ to day. Diana Bove, would y ou please stand ,  

Lor­raine s sister. Best friends Michael and 
G

ail Bon aventura .Jac kie Blaswick. A
nd Joyce Novella. 

-in We have your co-workers Elaine M ar

k and Jul ie De Vito.vve Welco me you .  

lt • On this occasion I always like to re a d  an o ld Irish 
l es son.

• IS not the one about the ro ad rising up 
and meetin

g you. 
I
t

18 an o ld Iris h  blessing. 

L
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May love and laughter lighten your days and warm your 
heart at home. 

May good and faithful friends be yours wherever you may 
roam. 

May peace and plenty bless your world with joy that long 
endures. 

May all of life's passing seasons bring the best to you and 
yours. 

We congratulate you, Lorraine Janicki, 32 years of ser­
vice to the Citizens of Pennsylvania and to the Court System 
of the Superior Court and the Commonwealth Court. 

And we have a going away present. And we have a plaque. 

MS. JANICKI: Oh, wow. 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: This is a citation which 
you can hang anywhere you want, in the basement, that's 
okay. 

It says: The Supreme Court of Pennsylvania Certificate 
of Appreciation of Lorraine Janicki for 32 years of dedication, 
honesty, integrity and service in the Appellate Courts, and in 
particular, to the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, and 
thereby the citizens of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
rendered as Acting Executive Administrator in the Supreme 
Court of Pennsylvania. 

Signed under my hand this date, Wednesday, April 15, 
2009. 

MS. JANICKI: Thank you. 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: Do you wish to speak? 

MS. JANICKI: I just want to thank you all so very much. 
It has been an honor, a privilege, sometimes a challenge, 
working for the Supreme Court. 

I want to thank my friends and co-workers for all these 
wonderful years and I am humbled. There is not much more 
I can say. It has been an interesting 32 years. I've never been 
bored, as you probably all know. But it has been wonderful. 

Thank you all so much for this recognition. Thank you. 

LXXIV 



your 

may 

long 

1and 

: ser­
stem 

aque. 

vhich 
;hat's 

ficate 
ation, 
md in 
, and 
vania 
lreme 

�il 15, 

much. 
1enge, 

. these 
1 more 
rbeen 
ierful. 

kyou. 

LORRAINE JANICKI 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: Thank you. 

(Whereupon the ceremony was concluded at 1:00 p.m.) 
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