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UJS Holiday Parties
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Around the Judiciary 

On Sept. 25, Chief Justice Debra Todd joined Judge Kenneth A. Mummah (l) Judge Michael 
F. Salisbury (r) to celebrate Perry County’s first graduate from the Regional Veterans 
Treatment Court. 

(l to r) back: Justice McCaffery, Justice 
Dougherty, Judge Shields; front: Judge Nicole 
Tate-Wilborn, Catherine Hicks (NAACP 
Philadelphia President), Elaine Tomlin (Free 
Library Philadelphia Trustee Board Member), 
Judge Stephanie Sawyer, Morgan Robinson 
(LWVPhilly President), Tony Cuffie (WHYY 
Senior Manager). 

photo courtesy: Daniel Jackson

The 2nd Annual Philly Civics Fair was held in September at 
Parkway Central Library where local nonprofits, educators and 
government agencies shared resources on civics, justice, law and 
the courts. Highlights included a keynote from Pa. Supreme Court 
Justice Kevin Dougherty and a panel featuring Justice Daniel 
McCaffery, Judge A. Nicole Tate-Wilborn (Montgomery), Judge 
Stephanie M. Sawyer (Philadelphia) and Philadelphia Municipal 
Court President Judge T. Francis Shields.

Justice Kevin Dougherty
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A Pennsylvania team attended 
the CCJ/COSCA Mid-Atlantic 
Region Effective Criminal Case 
Management in a Post-Pandemic 
World: A Leadership Summit for 
Courts & Their Communities held in 
Annapolis, MD from October 23-25.  

(l to r) Montgomery Common Pleas 
Judge Garrett Page, Beaver County Clerk 
of Courts Judy Enslen, AOPC Senior 
IT Analyst Manager Denise Aylward, 
Deputy State Court Administrator David 
Price, Lackawanna County DCA Frank 
Castellano. Not pictured: Allegheny 
County Judge Bruce Beemer.

On Nov. 5, 24 Widener Law 
Commonwealth alumni were 
sworn in by Justice P. Kevin 
Brobson (’95) in the Court’s 
Supreme Courtroom.

Pa. Supreme Court Justice 
Christine Donohue ('80) 

administered the oath to nearly 
100 Duquesne Kline School of 
Law 2025 graduates at the Bar 

Swearing-In Ceremony on Oct. 17.
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The Fayette County 
Juvenile Probation 
Team defended 
their title at the 
2025 Faith and 
Blue Kickball Event 
in Uniontown – an 
annual event that 
brings together 
law enforcement, 
local youth and 
community groups 
to build trust, 
teamwork and 
mutual respect.

This year, the Luzerne County Courts celebrated 
Constitution Day by honoring winners of their Student 
Essay and Poster Contest, held in partnership with the 
Luzerne Intermediate Unit. With over 150 submissions, 
Judge Jennifer Rogers and her colleagues hope to 
make this an annual tradition. 

The Thomas R. Kline School of Law 
of Duquesne University recently 
recognized two Allegheny County 
Common Pleas judges at its Law 
Alumni Reunion. Judge Michael 
McCarthy (’84) received the 
Distinguished Alumnus Award and 
Judge Dwayne Woodruff (’88) was 
honored with the Dr. John E. Murray, 
Jr. Meritorious Service Award.

Judge Michael McCarthy Judge Dwayne Woodruff

On Nov. 20, Cumberland County President Judge 
Albert Masland and Judge Jessica Brewbaker 
oversaw the graduation ceremony of six 
participants from the county’s Treatment Courts.  

On Nov. 10, President Judge Travis Livengood presided 
over a milestone ceremony celebrating the first graduate of 
Bedford County’s Treatment Court program.

photo credit: Bedford Gazette
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The Pennsylvania judiciary 
mourns the passing of 
Judge William H. Platt, a 
distinguished public servant 
whose career spanned nearly 
five decades and left a lasting 
impact on the Lehigh County 
legal community and the 
Commonwealth. 

Judge Platt, who died on Oct. 
21 at age 85, was remembered 
by colleagues, friends, 
and family as a humble, 
soft-spoken leader with an 

exceptional command of the 
law and a deep commitment 
to justice.

Prior to becoming a judge, he 
served as Lehigh County’s 
chief public defender and 
then as district attorney – a 
role he held for 15 years. In 
1995, Judge Platt was elected 
to the Lehigh County Court 
of Common Pleas, where 
he served with distinction, 
including two terms as 
president judge. After reaching 
the mandatory retirement 
age in 2010, he continued his 
service as a senior judge on 
the Pennsylvania Superior 
Court. 

Judge Platt leaves behind a 
legacy of dedicated service. 
His influence, colleagues said, 
could be seen not only in the 
decisions he rendered, but in 
the people he lifted up along 
the way.

In Memoriam

On Nov. 6, representatives from the Judicial Ethics Advisory 
Board and the Judicial Conduct Board presented at the 
Municipal Court of Philadelphia Education Conference for 
the first time. The session, “The Judicial Conduct Complaint: 
From Beginning to End”, provided judges with insight 
into the complaint process with the goal of reinforcing 
accountability and public trust in the judiciary.

photo credit: Alex Rose – Daily Times 

Judge W. Keith Williams II swore in his son, also named 
Keith, in his Delaware County courtroom on Oct. 31 after the 
younger Williams passed the bar exam with flying colors. 

On Nov. 17, Washington County Magisterial 
District Judge Louis McQuillan visited 
sixth-grade classes to share lessons on the 
courts, the branches of government and good 
citizenship.

photo credit: Philadelphia 
Municipal Court Judge 
Jacquelyn Frazier-Lyde

(l to r) Judicial Ethics 
Advisory Board Executive 
Director Brian Jacisin, 
Esq., Judicial Conduct 
Board Chief Counsel 
Melissa Norton, Esq., and 
Board Community Member 
Dr. Alyn Waller


