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Women on the Bench in Pennsylvania

HARRISBURG — In recognition of National Women’s History Month, the Pennsylvania Courts
released an infographic looking at the history of women in the Pennsylvania judiciary, as well as
those women currently serving.

Currently, 34% of Pennsylvania’s active judges are women. On the state’s appellate courts,
three of the current seven justices on the Supreme Court are women, Chief Justice Debra Todd
being the first woman to become chief of the Supreme Court. A majority of judges serving on
both the Superior Court and Commonwealth Court are women — with women serving as the
president judge of each respective court.

The infographic below highlights data about women judges at all levels of the bench in
Pennsylvania. Download a high-resolution version of the graphic.
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As of February 2026 ... There are three women serving on the

of Pennsylvania’s seven-member Pennsylvania Supreme Courk:
(o) commissioned "‘ Chief Justice Debra Todd
i re women. Justice Christine Donchue
Judges CHEULIE Justice Sallie Updyke Mundy
C

Chief Justice Debra Todd is the

Pleas gisteri Philc i .
Courts District Courts  Municipal Court first woman In the Pa Supreme Court's
300+ year history to serve as chief justice.
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The mad]ority of Superior and Commonwealth
Court judges are women:

Superior Court

The presicent judge of Superior Court
| is Anne E. Lazarus.
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Commonwealth Court

The prasicent judge of Commonmyaalth Court
is Renée Cohn Jubelirer.

15 women serve as president judges
in Courts of Common Pleas. 7 wamen

Women Trailblazers of the Pa. Courls Appeintedin 1988, was the
fissl Afiican American femals judige fo servs on any
In 1930, secame the fistwoman state supreme cour
opoeinted as o jusge in Pernsyivania [Allschery County).
In 1535, was fhe st
Appointed in 1961, wes the first female justice e ected to serve on the Pennsyivania
female justice o serve on the Pernsylvania Supreme Court,  Supreme Court,

In 1972, wis the frst wornen I 2008, was the first Afrcan American
uddge apoeinted fo the Commonsadith Cour, wornan slected to serve on fthe Pennsylvanic: Supefior Court

In 1981 was the fist women 12022 became the first woman
appeinted to serve an the Pennsylvania Superior Court fo sarve as chief justice of Penngyvania

Ir 1987, was the fist Appeinted by the Pennsylvario Susreme Court in 2023,
Affican Ameican woman elected fo serve on the becams the fitst waman attorney
Commonwealth Court. to hold the position of state court administatar



http://www.pacourts.us/news-and-statistics/media-resources

PA Courts InfoShare is an infographic produced monthly by the Administrative Office of Pennsylvania
Courts (AOPC) that visually highlights the work of the courts with interesting data and statistics obtained

through the judiciary’s case management systems, interactive dashboards and other research.
Reproduction is encouraged with source cited.
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