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IN THE COMMONWEALTH COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA

In Re Nomination Petition of : Election Matter
Ehab AKKARY :

As Republican Candidate

for the 30th State House District

PETITION TO SET ASIDE NOMINATION PETITION

Petitioner Janis Kapadia, by and through counsel, respectfully
avers as follows:

1.  The Petitioner is a duly qualified elector registered as a
Republican in the 30th State House District.

2.  The Respondent i1s the above referenced Republican
Candidate for the State House in the 30th State House District.

3. On or before March 10, 2026, the Candidate filed a Candidate
Affidavit and Nomination Petitions with the Department of State. A copy
of his Candidate Affidavit is attached as Exhibit A.

4. Because the Candidate does not meet the constitutional four-
year residency requirement, his candidate affidavit is false and he is
ineligible to have his name be placed on the ballot. See Pa. Constitution
Art. II, § 5 (emphasis added):

Senators shall be at least 25 years of age and
Representatives 21 years of age. They shall have
been citizens and inhabitants of the State
four years, and inhabitants of their respective
districts one year next before their election (unless
absent on the public business of the United States
or of this State), and shall reside in their
respective districts during their terms of service.

5.  As the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania confirmed in In re
Nom. Pet. of Prendergast, 673 A.2d 324 (Pa. 1996), it is the immediate
four years before the November 3, 2026 general election which are
pertinent to this inquiry, and with good reason:
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We agree with the Commonwealth Court that
interpreting Article II, Section 5 as requiring a
four year state residency immediately preceding
the election is consistent with the clear intent of
the Constitutional provision: to ensure that
candidates for the Pennsylvania General
Assembly have some minimum attachment to, and
understanding about, the Commonwealth and the
district which they wish to represent. If
Appellant's interpretation were adopted, an
individual who resided in the Commonwealth for
four years during any period of his life could return
to Pennsylvania and qualify for office in only one
year. We do not believe that this is what the
framers of the Constitution intended by this
provision.

Id. at 327.

6. It is bedrock Pennsylvania law that residency is not merely a
matter of stated intent, but “physical presence at the new residence plus
intent to make that new residence the principal home” must be
demonstrated to prove a change of residency. In re Nom. Pet. of Huff, 334
A.3d 232 (Pa. 2025).

7. Upon information and belief, to the extent Respondent has
ever established residency in Pennsylvania at all, it was not before he
moved to Pennsylvania in approximately September 2024.

8. Respondent did not register to vote in Pennsylvania until
September 2024.

9. Indeed, Respondent’s Statement of Financial Interests
confirms that he solely received income in 2025 from a Morgantown, West
Virginia surgical center located over an hour and a half from his
purported Pennsylvania residence. Said West Virginia address is also the
address attached to his various medical licenses.



10. Based on this and other evidence, Petitioner avers that the
Respondent did not establish residency in Pennsylvania before November
3, 2022, as required by the Pennsylvania Constitution.

11. Section 977 of the Election Code, 25 P.S. §2937, provides that
a court shall set aside nomination petitions which are defective. In this
case, the Respondent submitted a false candidate affidavit which
invalidates his candidacy.

12. Petitioner respectfully reserves the right to add such
additional objections as are appropriate at the time of hearing.

WHEREFORE, Petitioner requests that this Court enter an order
directing the Secretary of the Commonwealth to remove Respondent’s
name from the May 19, 2026 primary ballot.

Respectfully submitted,

Byﬁﬁm {7 énl.‘:"‘_

Adam C. Bonin, Esq.
adam@boninlaw.com

Attorney I.D. No. 80929

The Law Office of Adam C. Bonin
121 S. Broad Street, Suite 400
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107
Telephone: (267) 242-5014
Facsimile: (215) 827-5300
Attorney for Petitioner

Dated: March 16, 2026
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