


IN THE COMMONWEALTH COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN RE: NOMINATION PETITION OF
ROBYN BIRD FOR THE REPUBLICAN

PARTY NOMINATION FOR :

REPRESENTATIVE IN THE GENERAL : NO.

ASSEMBLY FROM THE 177TH :

LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT IN THE MAY 19, : ELECTION LAW MATTER
2026 PRIMARY ELECTION :

PETITION OF: CHRISTINA MARIE
SEELING

PETITION TO SET ASIDE NOMINATION PETITION

Petitioner Christina Marie Seeling, by and through her undersigned counsel, files this
Petition to Set Aside the Nomination Petition of Robyn Bird for the Republican Party Nomination
for Representative in the General Assembly from the 177th Legislative District in the May 19,
2026 Primary Election.

PARTIES

1. Petitioner Christina Marie Seeling is a qualified and validly registered and enrolled
elector registered with the Republican Party in Pennsylvania’s 177th Legislative District.
Petitioner Seeling resides at 1114 Pratt Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

2. Respondent Al Schmidt is the Secretary of the Commonwealth, whose office
address is 302 North Office Building, 401 North Street, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.

3. Respondent Robyn Bird (“Candidate Bird”), whose purported address is 3184
Livingston Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, filed on March 5, 2026 a Nomination Petition (the
“Nomination Petition”) seeking to be listed on the ballot for the Republican Party nomination for
Representative in the General Assembly from the 177th Legislative District in the May 19, 2026

Primary Election.




JURISDICTION
4. This Court has original jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to 42 Pa. C.S. § 764
and 25 P.S. § 2937.
5. The Pennsylvania Election Code governs the matters at issue in this Petition. See
generally 25 P.S. §§ 2600 et seq.
FACTUAL BACKGROUND

6. On May 19, 2026, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania will hold a Primary
Election, at which registered Republican voters in the 177th Legislative District will choose the
Republican Party’s nominee for Representative in the General Assembly.

7. Candidate Bird’s Nomination Petition consists of 65 pages. A true and correct copy
of Candidate Bird’s Nomination Petition is attached to this Petition to Set Aside as Exhibit A. On
the Preamble of each sheet of the Nomination Petition, Candidate Bird provided her address as
3184 Livingston Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

8. Candidate Bird’s Nomination Petition was accompanied by a Candidate’s
Affidavit. A true and correct copy of Candidate Bird’s Candidate’s Affidavit is attached as Exhibit
B. In the Candidate’s Affidavit, Candidate Bird also provided her address as 3184 Livingston
Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

9. In the Candidate’s Affidavit, Candidate Bird also swore before a Notary Public that,
among other things, “I do swear (or affirm) that my residence, my election district and title of the
office for which I desire to be a candidate are as specified above, that I am eligible for said office,
that I will not knowingly violate any election law . . . .” Ex. B; see also 25 P.S. § 2870(a), (d), (e).

OBJECTIONS TO NOMINATION PETITION

10.  Petitioner objects to the Nomination Petition because Candidate Bird is not eligible




for the office she seeks, contrary to her Candidate’s Affidavit.

11. The voters of Pennsylvania’s 177th Legislative District will elect their
Representative in the General Assembly in the November 3, 2026 General Election.

12.  Under the Pennsylvania Constitution, Members of the General Assembly, including
Representatives, “shall have been citizens and inhabitants of the State four years, and inhabitants
of their respective districts one year next before their election (unless absent on the public business
of the United States or of this State), and shall reside in their respective districts during their terms
of service.” Pa. Const. art. I, § S.

First Objection: Four-Year State Residency Requirement

13.  First, Candidate Bird does not meet the requirement to be a resident of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for four years prior to the election.

14. The Pennsylvania Supreme Court has made clear that the Pennsylvania
Constitution’s four-year state residency requirement must be “consecutive” and “immediately
preceding the election” in which the candidate seeks to run. In re Prendergast, 673 A.2d 324, 326
(Pa. 1996) (“Although this issue has never been squarely presented, we conclude that a consecutive
four year state residence requirement immediately preceding the election is consistent with case
law interpreting” Article II, Section 5 “in its entirety.”).

15.  Applying the Pennsylvania Constitution’s four-year state residency requirement
here, Candidate Bird must have been and remained a resident of the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania no later than November 3, 2022.

16.  Upon information and belief, Candidate Bird lived abroad in Belgium more
recently than November 3, 2022.

17.  Upon information and belief, Candidate Bird moved to Pennsylvania in late 2024










“will not knowingly violate any election law.” Ex. B; see also 25 P.S. § 2870(e).

34. Candidate Bird is not eligible to be Representative in the General Assembly from
the 177th Legislative District because she fails to meet both the Pennsylvania Constitution’s four-
year state residency requirement and one-year district residency requirement.

35. Before she filed her Candidate’s Affidavit, Candidate Bird knew that she lived in
Belgium outside the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania within the four years immediately preceding
the November 3, 2026 General Election.

36. Before she filed her Candidate’s Affidavit, Candidate Bird knew that she lived in
the 175th Legislative District outside the 177th Legislative District within the year immediately
preceding the November 3, 2026 General Election.

37. Therefore, Candidate Bird knew or should have known that she was not eligible to
be Representative in the General Assembly from the 177th Legislative District before she filed her
Candidate’s Affidavit.

38. Candidate Bird listed her mother’s address on her Nomination Petition and
Candidate’s Affidavit and swore or affirmed to her eligibility on her Candidate’s Affidavit with
the intent to deceive Pennsylvania voters that she was eligible to be Representative in the General
Assembly from the 177th Legislative District when voters signed her Nomination Petition.

39.  Because Candidate Bird acted with the intent to deceive Pennsylvania voters, she
is not entitled to amend her Candidate’s Affidavit. Thus, her Candidate’s Affidavit is fatally
defective.

40.  For any of these reasons, Candidate Bird’s Nomination Petition is fatally defective
and must be set aside.

WHEREFORE, Petitioner, Christina Marie Seeling, respectfully requests this Honorable




Court enter an Order as follows:

A. Sustaining the objections of the Petitioner to the Nomination Petition of Robyn
Bird;

B. Declaring that Robyn Bird is not eligible to seek the Office of Representative in the
General Assembly from the 177th Legislative District in the November 3, 2026 General Election;

C. Setting aside the Nomination Petition of Robyn Bird;

D. Directing the Secretary of the Commonwealth to set aside the Nomination Petition
of Robyn Bird and further directing him not to place Robyn Bird’s name on the Republican ballot
for the Primary Election for Representative in the General Assembly from the 177th Legislative
District;

E. Ordering Robyn Bird to pay costs of the proceedings, including attorney fees, as
the Court deems just, pursuant to 42 Pa. C.S. § 2503; and

F. Granting such further relief as the Court deems necessary and just.

Dated: March 16, 2026 Respectfully submitted,
/s/ Timothy J. Ford
Timothy J. Ford (Pa. Id. No. 325290)
DILWORTH PAXSON LLP
1650 Market Street, Suite 1200
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19103
tford@dilworthlaw.com
Tel.: (215) 575-7017
Fax: (215) 754-4603

Attorney for Petitioner
Christina Marie Seeling
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Exhibit B
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IN THE COMMONWEALTH COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA

In Re: Nom. Pet Al Schmidt, et al.; Obj: Christina

Marie Seeling

New Case

PROOF OF SERVICE

| hereby certify that this 16th day of March, 2026, | have served the attached document(s) to the persons on the date(s)

and in the manner(s) stated below, which service satisfies the requirements of Pa.R.A.P. 121:

Service

Served:

Service Method:

Email:
Service Date:
Address:
Phone:
Representing:

Served:

Service Method:

Service Date:
Address:

Representing:

Bird, Robin Lee
Email

robynleebird@gmail.com
3/16/2026

215-715-2910
Respondent Bird, Robin Lee

Schmidt, Al

Personal Service

3/16/2026

Secretary of the Commonwealth
302 North Office Building

401 North Street

Harrisburg, PA 17120
Respondent Schmidt, Al

s/ Timothy James Ford

Person Serving:

Attorney Registration No:

Law Firm:
Address:

Representing:

(Signature of Person Serving)

Ford, Timothy James
325290

1650 Market St

Ste 1200

Philadelphia, PA 19103

Petitioner Seeling, Christina Marie

PACFile 1001

Page 1 of 2

Print Date: 3/16/2026 9:37 am



IN THE COMMONWEALTH COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA

PACFile 1001 Page 2 of 2 Print Date: 3/16/2026 9:37 am



	Objection to Nominating Petition
	Proof of Service.pdf

