
IN THE COMMONWEALTH COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA 
        
       :  
IN RE: NOMINATION PETITION OF  :  
MARK LAVELLE FOR THE   :  
DEMOCRATIC PARTY NOMINATION FOR : 
REPRESENTATIVE IN THE GENERAL  : NO.  
ASSEMBLY FROM THE 177TH    :  
LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT IN THE MAY 19, : ELECTION LAW MATTER 
2026 PRIMARY ELECTION   :  
       :  
PETITION OF: ISAAC F. SLEPNER AND : 
KATHY SYKES     : 
       : 
 

ORDER 
 

 AND NOW, this   day of   , 2026, upon consideration of the Petition to 

Set Aside the Nomination Petition of Mark LaVelle for the Democratic Party Nomination for 

Representative in the General Assembly from the 177th Legislative District in the May 19, 2026 

Primary Election (the “Objection”), it is hereby ORDERED that: 

1. The Objection is hereby SUSTAINED; 

2. The Nomination Petition of Mark LaVelle is hereby STRICKEN and set aside; 

3. The Secretary of the Commonwealth shall not place Mark LaVelle’s name on the 

Democratic ballot for the Primary Election for Representative in the General Assembly from the 

177th Legislative District; and 

4. Mark LaVelle shall pay the costs of the proceedings. 

BY THE COURT: 
 
 
       
     , J. 

 

Received 03/17/2026 11:30 AM Commonwealth Court of Pennsylvania

Filed 03/17/2026 11:30 AM Commonwealth Court of Pennsylvania
122 MD 2026
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       :  
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       : 
 

PETITION TO SET ASIDE NOMINATION PETITION 
 
 Petitioners Isaac F. Slepner, Esq. and Kathy Sykes, by and through their undersigned 

counsel, file this Petition to Set Aside the Nomination Petition of Mark LaVelle for the Democratic 

Party Nomination for Representative in the General Assembly from the 177th Legislative District 

in the May 19, 2026 Primary Election. 

PARTIES 

1. Petitioner Isaac F. Slepner, Esq. is a qualified and validly registered and enrolled 

elector registered with the Democratic Party in Pennsylvania’s 177th Legislative District. 

Petitioner Slepner resides at 2731 Webb Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  

2. Petitioner Kathy Sykes is a qualified and validly registered and enrolled elector 

registered with the Democratic Party in Pennsylvania’s 177th Legislative District. Petitioner Sykes 

resides at 1107 Wakeling Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

3. Respondent Al Schmidt is the Secretary of the Commonwealth, whose office 

address is 302 North Office Building, 401 North Street, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. 

4. Respondent Mark LaVelle (“Candidate LaVelle”), whose address is 4425 East 

Thompson Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, filed on March 10, 2026 a Nomination Petition (the 
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“Nomination Petition”) seeking to be listed on the ballot for the Democratic Party nomination for 

Representative in the General Assembly from the 177th Legislative District in the May 19, 2026 

Primary Election. 

5. Candidate LaVelle was previously the Republican Party nominee for 

Representative in the General Assembly from the 177th Legislative District in the November 8, 

2022 General Election 

JURISDICTION 

6. This Court has original jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to 42 Pa. C.S. § 764 

and 25 P.S. § 2937. 

7. The Pennsylvania Election Code governs the matters at issue in this Petition.  See 

generally 25 P.S. §§ 2600 et seq. 

FACTUAL BACKGROUND 

8. On May 19, 2026, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania will hold a Primary 

Election, at which registered Democratic voters in the 177th Legislative District will choose the 

Democratic Party’s nominee for Representative in the General Assembly. 

9. Candidate LaVelle’s Nomination Petition consists of 16 pages accompanied by a 

Candidate’s Affidavit.  Copies of the Nomination Petition are attached to this Petition to Set Aside 

as Exhibit A.  Copies of Candidate LaVelle’s Candidate’s Affidavit are attached to this Petition 

as Exhibit B. 

10. The Nomination Petition purportedly contains 382 signature lines (some lines have 

been stricken or are completely blank), but, as detailed below, there are numerous ineligible 

signature and defects in the signatures.  Candidate LaVelle’s Nomination Petition is fatally 

defective. 
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OBJECTIONS TO NOMINATION PETITION 

11. To qualify for the Democratic Party ballot for Representative in the General 

Assembly, a candidate must file a nomination petition containing 300 valid signatures of registered 

and enrolled members of the Democratic Party.  25 P.S. § 2872.1(14). 

12. In addition, the Election Code specifies the requirements for circulating and signing 

a Nomination Petition in order for the Nomination to be valid.  25 P.S. §§ 2868, 2869. 

13. The Election Code also sets forth the basis upon which the voters can challenge and 

object to a Nomination Petition.  25 P.S. § 2937. 

14. Petitioners have reviewed Candidate LaVelle’s Nomination Petition and believe the 

Nomination Petition is invalid, does not comply with the Election Code, and should be set aside 

because Candidate LaVelle failed to obtain at least 300 valid signatures. 

15. Challenges to Individual Signature Lines. Petitioners are challenging at least 252 

invalid and ineligible signature lines out of the 382 signature lines in Candidate LaVelle’s 

Nomination Petition.  Reducing the total signature lines in the Nomination by 252 invalid 

signatures results in only 130 valid signatures, well below the 300 signatures required to be listed 

on the ballot for the Democratic Party nomination for Representative in the General Assembly: 

382 
–252 
130 

 
300 

–130 
170 

signature lines submitted 
invalid or ineligible signatures being challenged 
valid signatures 
 
valid signatures required for Representative 
valid signatures 
shortfall of required signatures 
 

16. The spreadsheet chart required by this Court’s January 22, 2026 Standing Order, 

which describes with particularity and page by page, line by line, the signature lines being 

challenged in the Nomination Petition as ineligible or invalid is attached as Exhibit C. 
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17. Of the 252 signature lines challenged by Petitioners, 140 of the signature lines face 

“fatal” challenges that cannot be cured, including, for example, “Not Registered,” “Not Registered 

in Candidate’s Party,” “Not Registered in District,” “Not Registered on Date Signed,” or 

“Duplicate.” Sheets 5, 25, and 61 of Candidate Joe Hohenstein’s Nomination Petition, which 

contain earlier-dated signature lines duplicated in Candidate LaVelle’s Nomination Petition, are 

attached as Exhibit D.  

18. These fatal challenges alone would leave Candidate LaVelle with only 242 valid 

signature lines, well below the 300 signatures required to be listed on the ballot for the Democratic 

Party nomination for Representative in the General Assembly.  

19. Defective Circulator Statements. In addition to bases for concluding that individual 

signature lines are invalid, the Circulator Statements on pages 5, 7, 8, 9, 14, 15, and 16 are 

defective.  

20. In particular, pages 5, 14, 15, and 16 do not contain the information required by the 

Election Code. 25 P.S. § 2869. 

21. For pages 5, 14, 15, and 16, Petitioners are without knowledge or information 

sufficient to form a belief as to whether the circulators (Candidate LaVelle and Denise Shapley 

Hasson) signed their Circulator Statements before or after voters allegedly completed the signature 

lines on those sheets. 

22. In addition, Denise Shapley Hasson’s Circulator Statements on pages 14, 15, and 

16 are further defective because, upon information and belief, Denise Shapley Hasson is not a 

qualified elector of the Commonwealth and therefore is ineligible to circulate nomination petitions. 

25 P.S. § 2869. 

23. Accordingly, Denise Shapley Hasson’s Circulator Statements on pages 14, 15, and 
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16 are false because she knew or should have known when she signed that she was not a qualified 

elector of the Commonwealth. 

24. Finally, upon information and belief, Petitioners aver that Candidate LaVelle did 

not circulate pages 7, 8, and 9 to the voters who allegedly signed those pages. 

25. Candidate LaVelle therefore lacks the personal knowledge required to validate 

pages 7, 8, and 9, which therefore must be stricken. 

26. This Court should set aside Candidate LaVelle’s Nomination Petition because 

Candidate LaVelle failed to obtain at least 300 valid signatures of registered and enrolled members 

of the Democratic Party required to qualify for the Democratic Party ballot for Representative in 

the General Assembly. 

 WHEREFORE, the Petitioner prays this Honorable Court enter an Order as follows: 

A. Sustaining the objections of the Petitioner to the Nomination Petition of Mark 

LaVelle; 

B. Declaring that Mark LaVelle does not have the requisite number of valid signatures 

as required under the Election Code to have his name placed on the ballot for the Democratic Party 

nomination for Representative in the General Assembly from the 177th Legislative District; 

C. Setting aside the Nomination Petition of Mark LaVelle; 

D. Directing the Secretary of the Commonwealth to set aside the Nomination Petition 

of Mark LaVelle and further directing them not to place Mark LaVelle’s name on the Democratic 

ballot for the Primary Election for Representative in the General Assembly from the 177th 

Legislative District;  

E. Ordering Mark LaVelle to pay costs of the proceedings, including attorney fees, as 

the Court deems just, pursuant to 42 Pa. C.S. § 2503; and 
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F. Granting such further relief as the Court deems necessary and just. 

Dated: March 17, 2026    Respectfully submitted, 

 /s/ Timothy J. Ford     
Timothy J. Ford (Pa. Id. No. 325290) 
DILWORTH PAXSON LLP 
1650 Market Street, Suite 1200 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19103 
tford@dilworthlaw.com 
Tel.: (215) 575-7017 
Fax: (215) 575-7200 
Attorney for Petitioners  
Isaac F. Slepner, Esq. and Kathy Sykes 
 



VERIFICATION 

 The undersigned, Isaac F. Slepner, is a duly qualified, enrolled, and registered elector 

registered with the Democratic Party in the 177th Legislative District, and states that he is a 

Petitioner in the foregoing Petition to Set Aside the Nomination Petition of Mark LaVelle for the 

Democratic Party Nomination for Representative in the General Assembly from the 177th 

Legislative District in the May 19, 2026 Primary Election, and verifies that the statements made 

in the foregoing Petition to Set Aside Nomination Petition are true and correct to the best of his 

knowledge, information, and belief. 

 The undersigned understands that the statements herein are made subject to the penalties 

of 18 Pa. C.S. § 4904 relating to unsworn falsification to authorities. 

 

Date:     03/16/2026   
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Exhibit C 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y

Directions for completing spreadsheet:

3.  When "Other" (column R) is used, specify the exact nature of the objection in the "Describe Other" cell (column S).

Page Line County NR NRA NRCP NRD NRDS OC ILL LIO DUP IHA N/I PRI DCS SAC Other Describe Other S/S V/S S/CT V/CT

1 1 X X X NRCP (R), No Date, Initials

1 3 X X No Date, Initials

1 6 X X X No name match at address

1 10 X NRCP (R)

1 13 X NRCP (R)

1 14 X X NRCP (R)

1 15 X X NRCP (R), N/I (Signed Angela B)

1 16 X NRCP (R)

1 19 X NRCP (I)

1 20 X X X No name match at address

1 21 X NRCP (R)

1 22 X X X NR, NRA, ILL

1 23 X NRCP (R)

1 25 X NRA (2810 Miller St)

1 26 X NRA (2810 Miller St)

1 27 X X X NR, NRA, ILL

1 28 X NRCP (R)

1 29 X X X NR, NRA, ILL

2 1 X X X NRA (3234 Unruh Ave), NRCP (R)

2 2 X X X NRA (1543 E Berks St), NRCP (R)

2 6 X NRCP (R)

2 16 X X NRA (4739 Richmond St), LIO (No Date)

2 18 X X X X No name match at address

2 20 X X X NR, NRA, NRDS

2 22 X NRA (2755 Casimir St)

2 23 X X X NR, NRA, NRDS

3 2 X NRCP (R)

3 3 X NRCP (R)

3 4 X NRCP (R)

3 5 X X X NR, NRA, NRDS

3 6 X NRCP (R)

3 10 X NRA (2627 E Venango St)

3 12 X NRCP (R)

3 14 X X NRA (2519 Tilton St), NRCP (R)

3 15 X NRD (HD-173)

3 16 X NRCP (R)

Specific Grounds for Objection

1.  For each signature line that is challenged as invalid complete the information indicated for colums A through C.

2.  Indicate the ground or grounds that allegedly render the signature line invalid by inserting an "X" in the appropriate column (columns D through R).

4.  Do not make any marks in columns T through W.

5.  See the Election Spreadsheet Directions tab below for detailed directions and a legend of the objection codes.
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A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y

Page Line County NR NRA NRCP NRD NRDS OC ILL LIO DUP IHA N/I PRI DCS SAC Other Describe Other S/S V/S S/CT V/CT

Specific Grounds for Objection

45

46

47

48

49

50

51

52

53

54

55

56

57

58

59

60

61

62

63

64

65

66

67

68

69

70

71

72

73

74

75

76

77

78

79

80

81

82

83

84

85

86

3 19 X NRCP (R)

3 20 X NRCP (R)

3 21 X X X NR, NRA, NRDS

3 25 X X X X X NR, NRA, NRCP, NRD, NRDS

3 27 X X NRCP (I), N/I (No Last Name)

3 28 X X X NRCP (R), IHA, PRI

3 29 X NRCP (G)

4 1 X NRCP (R)

4 6 X NRCP (R)

4 13 X IHA (same hand as 4-12)

4 15 X DUP (Hohenstein 5-13 on 2/20)

4 17 X NRCP (R)

4 21 X X X NR, NRA, NRDS

4 30 X IHA (same hand as 4-29)

5 1 X DCS

5 2 X X X DCS, NRA (2822 Sellers St), NRCP (R)

5 3 X DCS

5 4 X X DCS, NRD (HD-180)

5 5 X X X DCS, NRA (2639 Martha St), NRCP (R)

5 6 X X X DCS, NRCP (I), NRD (HD-175)

5 7 X X X X DCS, NRA (1116 E Cayuga St), NRCP (R), NRD (HD-180)

5 8 X X X X NR, NRA, NRDS

5 9 X X X X NR, NRA, NRDS

5 10 X X X X NR, NRA, NRDS

5 11 X DCS

5 12 X X DCS, NRCP (R)

5 13 X X X DCS, Incomplete Signature

5 14 X DCS

5 15 X DCS

5 16 X DCS

5 17 X DCS

5 18 X DCS

5 19 X DCS

5 20 X DCS

5 21 X DCS

5 22 X DCS

5 23 X X DCS, NRCP (R)

5 24 X DCS

5 25 X DCS

5 26 X DCS

5 27 X X DCS, NRCP (R)

5 28 X DCS
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A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y

Page Line County NR NRA NRCP NRD NRDS OC ILL LIO DUP IHA N/I PRI DCS SAC Other Describe Other S/S V/S S/CT V/CT

Specific Grounds for Objection

87

88

89

90

91

92

93

94

95

96

97

98

99

100

101

102

103

104

105

106

107

108

109

110

111

112

113

114

115

116

117

118

119

120

121

122

123

124

125

126

127

128

5 29 X DCS

5 30 X X X DCS, no name match at address

6 3 X X NRA (2058 E Clementine St), NRD (HD-180)

6 4 X X No name match at address

6 5 X X X NR, NRA, NRDS

6 17 X X X X NR, NRA, NRDS, ILL

6 18 X NRCP (R)

6 19 X N/I (Richard I L Noar)

6 20 X X X IHA, N/I, PRI

6 21 X X X X NR, NRA, NRDS, N/I

6 22 X NRCP (R)

6 23 X NRCP (R)

6 24 X NRCP (R)

6 25 X NRCP (R)

6 29 X NRCP (R)

6 30 X NRCP (R), NRDS (D on 3/3)

7 1 X X X DCS, N/I

7 2 X X X X X DCS, NR, NRA, IHA, N/I

7 3 X X X DCS, IHA, N/I

7 4 X X X DCS, IHA, N/I

7 5 X X X DCS, IHA, N/I

7 6 X X X DCS, IHA, N/I

7 7 X X X DCS, LIO, N/I

7 8 X X DCS, IHA

7 9 X X DCS, IHA

7 10 X X DCS, IHA

7 11 X X DCS, IHA

7 12 X X DCS, IHA

7 13 X X DCS, IHA

7 14 X X DCS, IHA

7 15 X X X X DCS, NRCP, IHA, N/I

7 16 X X X DCS, IHA, N/I

7 17 X X X DCS, IHA, N/I

7 18 X X X DCS, IHA (Incorrect Spelling of Last Name), N/I

7 19 X X X DCS, IHA, N/I

7 20 X X X DCS, IHA, N/I

7 21 X X DCS, IHA

7 22 X X X DCS, IHA, N/I

7 23 X X X X DCS, DUP (Hohenstein 25-25) on 3/2, IHA, N/I

7 24 X X DCS

7 25 X X X DCS, DUP (Hohenstein 25-13) on 2/25, IHA (Incorrect Spelling of Last Name)

7 26 X X X X DCS, NR, ILL, IHA
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A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y

Page Line County NR NRA NRCP NRD NRDS OC ILL LIO DUP IHA N/I PRI DCS SAC Other Describe Other S/S V/S S/CT V/CT

Specific Grounds for Objection

129

130

131

132

133

134

135

136

137

138

139

140

141

142

143

144

145

146

147

148

149

150

151

152

153

154

155

156

157

158

159

160

161

162

163

164

165

166

167

168

169

170

7 27 X X DCS, IHA

7 28 X X DCS, IHA (Incorrect Spelling of Last Name)

7 29 X X DCS, IHA (Incorrect Spelling of First Name)

7 30 X X X DCS, IHA, DUP (LaVelle 7-3)

8 1 X X DCS, NRD (HD-175)

8 2 X X DCS, NRD (HD-175)

8 3 X X DCS, NRD (HD-175)

8 4 X X DCS, NRD (HD-175)

8 5 X X X DCS, NRA, NRD (HD-175)

8 6 X X DCS, NRD (HD-175)

8 7 X X DCS, NRD (HD-175)

8 8 X X DCS, LIO (No Date)

8 9 X X DCS, NRD (HD-175)

8 10 X DCS

8 11 X X X DCS, NRCP (I), NRD (HD-175)

8 12 X X DCS, NRD (HD-175)

8 13 X X DCS, NRD (HD-175)

8 14 X X DCS, NRD (HD-175)

8 15 X X DCS, NRD (HD-181)

8 16 X X DCS, NRD (HD-175)

8 17 X X DCS, NRD (HD-175)

8 18 X DCS

8 19 X DCS

8 20 X X X X DCS, NR, NRA, NRD (HD-175)

8 21 X X DCS, NRD (HD-175)

8 22 X X DCS, NRD (HD-175)

8 23 X DCS

8 24 X X DCS, NRD (HD-203)

8 25 X X DCS, NRD (HD-175)

8 26 X DCS

8 27 X DCS

8 28 X X X DCS, NR, NRA

8 29 X X DCS, NRCP (R)

8 30 X DCS

9 1 X X X DCS, NRCP (R), NRDS (D on 3/4)

9 2 X X X DCS, NRCP (R), NRDS (D on 3/4)

9 3 X X X X X X DCS, NR, NRA, NRCP, NRDS

9 4 X X DCS, NRCP (I)

9 5 X X X X X X DCS, NR, NRA, NRCP, NRDS

9 6 X X X X X X DCS, NR, NRA, NRCP, NRDS

9 7 X DCS

9 8 X X X X X X X DCS, NR, NRA, NRCP, NRDS, IHA
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A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y

Page Line County NR NRA NRCP NRD NRDS OC ILL LIO DUP IHA N/I PRI DCS SAC Other Describe Other S/S V/S S/CT V/CT

Specific Grounds for Objection

171

172

173

174

175

176

177

178

179

180

181

182

183

184

185

186

187

188

189

190

191

192

193

194

195

196

197

198

199

200

201

202

203

204

205

206

207

208

209

210

211

212

9 9 X X X X X X X DCS, NR, NRA, NRCP, NRDS, IHA

9 10 X X DCS, IHA

9 11 X X DCS, IHA

9 12 X X DCS, IHA

9 13 X X X X DCS, IHA, Signed on Back (9-22)

9 14 X X DCS, IHA

9 15 X X DCS, IHA

9 16 X X X X DCS, NRA (1832 E Westmoreland St), NRCP (I)

9 17 X X X X X X DCS, NR, NRA, NRCP, NRDS

9 18 X X X X X X DCS, NR, NRA, NRCP, NRDS

9 19 X X X X X X DCS, NR, NRA, NRCP, NRDS

9 20 X X X DCS, IHA (Incorrect Spelling of Last Name)

9 21 X X X X X X DCS, NRA (1909 E Letterly St)

9 22 X X X DCS, LIO, Signature (See 9-13)

10 3 X X N/I 

10 8 X NRCP (R)

10 16 X DUP (Hohenstein 61-01) on 2/21

10 17 X X LIO (Zip Code in Date), IHA

10 18 X LIO (Zip Code in Date)

10 19 X LIO (Zip Code in Date)

10 20 X X LIO (Zip Code in Date), IHA

10 21 X X LIO (Zip Code in Date), IHA

10 22 X X LIO (Zip Code in Date), IHA

10 23 X LIO (Zip Code in Date)

10 24 X LIO (Zip Code in Date)

10 25 X LIO (Zip Code in Date)

10 26 X LIO (Zip Code in Date)

10 27 X LIO (Zip Code in Date)

10 30 X X X X X NR, NRA, NRCP, NRD, NRDS

11 1 X X PRI/Other (No Signature)

11 5 X NRCP (I)

11 6 X NRCP (I)

11 10 X X ILL, LIO

11 11 X X X X X NR, NRA, NRCP, NRD, NRDS

11 12 X X X NR, LIO, PRI

11 13 X X X NR, NRA, LIO, PRI

11 14 X X X NR, NRA, LIO, PRI

11 15 X X NRCP (I), LIO

11 16 X X Crossed Out

12 7 X X X X X X X NR, NRA, NRCP, NRD, NRDS, OC, ILL

12 8 X X X NR, NRA (4713 N Lawrence St), NRD (HD-197)

12 9 X NRCP (I)
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A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y

Page Line County NR NRA NRCP NRD NRDS OC ILL LIO DUP IHA N/I PRI DCS SAC Other Describe Other S/S V/S S/CT V/CT

Specific Grounds for Objection

213

214

215

216

217

218

219

220

221

222

223

224

225

226

227

228

229

230

231

232

233

234

235

236

237

238

239

240

241

242

243

244

245

246

247

248

249

250

251

252

253

254

13 1 X NRCP (R)

13 3 X NRCP (R)

13 4 X NRCP (R)

13 5 X X NR, NRA

13 6 X X NR, NRA

13 7 X X NR, NRA

13 14 X NRCP (R)

13 17 X X X NR, NRA, ILL

13 18 X X NR, NRA

13 24 X NRCP (R)

13 27 X X NRCP (R), First initial

13 28 X X NRCP (R), First initial

13 29 X First initial

13 30 X X NRCP (R), First initial

14 1 X DCS

14 2 X DCS

14 3 X X X DCS, NRCP (I), NRD (HD-202)

14 4 X X DCS, NRD (HD-202)

14 5 X X DCS, NRD (HD-202)

14 6 X X X X DCS, NR, NRA, NRD (HD-202)

14 7 X X DCS, NRD (HD-202)

14 8 X DCS

14 9 X X DCS, IHA

14 10 X X DCS, NRD (HD-202)

14 11 X X X DCS, NRD (HD-173), IHA

14 12 X X X X DCS, NRD (HD-173), IHA, N/I (Gerald Vincent Curran)

14 13 X DCS

14 14 X X DCS, NRCP (R)

15 1 X X DCS, NRD (HD-197)

15 2 X X DCS, NRD (HD-197)

15 3 X X DCS, NRD (HD-197)

15 4 X X DCS, NRD (HD-197)

15 5 X DCS

15 6 X DCS

15 7 X DCS

15 8 X X DCS, DUP (LaVelle 4-7)

15 9 X DCS

15 10 X DCS

15 11 X DCS

15 12 X DCS

15 13 X DCS

15 14 X DCS
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A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y

Page Line County NR NRA NRCP NRD NRDS OC ILL LIO DUP IHA N/I PRI DCS SAC Other Describe Other S/S V/S S/CT V/CT

Specific Grounds for Objection

255

256

257

258

259

260

261

262

263

264

265

266

267

268

269

270

271

272

273

274

275

276

277

278

279

280

281

282

283

284

285

286

287

288

289

290

291

292

293

294

295

296

16 1 X X X DCS, NRA (2123 Spruce St Apt 2B), NRD (HD-182)

16 2 X X X DCS, NRA (1404 S 6th St #2), NRD (HD-184)

16 3 X DCS

16 4 X DCS

16 5 X DCS

16 6 X DCS



ELECTION SPREADSHEET DIRECTIONS

By order of the Commonwealth Court of Pennsylvania, all Petitions to Set Aside Nomination 
Petitions or Papers (objection petitions) must be filed either in paper format (original and one 
copy) or electronically by PACFile (the Pennsylvania appellate court electronic filing system).  
When individual elector signatures are challenged, the objection petition must be accompanied 
by a spreadsheet as specified in the Court's order and the directions below.

1. The objection petition shall specify the objections to individual signature lines in

nomination petitions or papers and these shall be set forth in this spreadsheet .

2. Spreadsheet columns shall include, for each challenged signature line: page number, line

number, county, and the reason or reasons for each objection. The spreadsheet shall

designate the grounds for objection using the following abbreviations:

NR = Not Registered
NRA = Not Registered At Address
NRCP = Not Registered in Candidate's Party
NRD = Not Registered in District
NRDS = Not Registered on Date Signed
OC = Out of County
Ill = Illegible
LIO = Line Information Omitted
DUP = Duplicate
IHA = Line Information in Hand of Another
N/I = Nickname/Initial
PRI = Printed Signature
DCS = Defective Circulator Statement
SAC = Signed After Circulator's Statement Dated
Other = Any ground for objection not listed above (specify the

exact nature of the objection in the "Describe Other" cell)

Note: This list of abbreviations for the various grounds to object to a signature
is also referred to as the "challenge codes key."

3. The objection petition shall clearly state the number of signature lines challenged as well

as the total number of completed signature lines on the face of the nomination petitions

or papers.

4. Any other objections, e.g., to circulator statements, candidate affidavits, etc., must be

clearly and separately stated in the objection petition.

5. If filing the objection petition in paper format:

a. Objector shall attach to the objection petition as an exhibit a printed copy of the

spreadsheet printed on 8 ½ x 14 inch paper, with all grid lines showing and column

headings appearing on each printed sheet, and a printed copy of the challenge

codes key.

b. In addition, Objector shall file two separate digital media devices (CD or USB flash



b. In addition, Objector shall file two separate digital media devices (CD or USB flash

drive), each containing an electronic version of the spreadsheet and the challenge

codes key. The electronic version of the spreadsheets on the each digital media

devices must be enabled for editing by the Court, and may not be read-only or

password protected.

6. If filing the objection petition electronically:

a. Along with the electronically filed objection petition, Objector shall file as an

exhibit an electronic (PDF) version of the spreadsheet with all grid lines showing

and column headings appearing on each sheet, and an electronic (PDF) version of

the challenge codes key.

b. Within two days of submission of filing the objection petition and spreadsheet,

Objector shall submit to the Court two paper copies of the electronically filed

objection petition and spreadsheet and two separate digital media devices (CD or

USB flash drive), each containing an electronic version of the spreadsheet and the

challenge codes key. The electronic version of the spreadsheet on the each digital

media device must be enabled for editing by the Court, and may not be read-only

or password protected. No changes may be made to the original spreadsheet

filed electronically with the Court.
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