
IN THE COMMONWEALTH COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA 

 

In Re Nomination Petition of  : Election Matter 

Adam TRONE  : 

As Democratic Candidate  :      

for the 88th Legislative District : 

 

PETITION TO SET ASIDE NOMINATION PETITION 

 

  Petitioners John Matthew Smith, Russell Matthews, and Paulette 

Matthews, by and through counsel, respectfully aver as follows: 

1. The Petitioners are duly qualified electors registered as 

Democrats in the 88th Legislative District.  

2. The Respondent is the above-referenced Democratic 

Candidate for the General Assembly in the 88th Legislative District. 

3. On or before March 10, 2026, the Candidate filed a Candidate 

Affidavit and Nomination Petitions with the Department of State. A copy 

is attached as Exhibit A. 

4. For the reasons set forth in greater detail in the attached 

Exhibit B, the Candidate’s Nomination Petition fails to contain the 

required number of properly ascribed signatures.  

5. The candidate has submitted 355 signature lines; 104 of these 

lines are challenged for not being in compliance with the requirements of 

the Election Code. This includes 28 lines which are invalid because they 

reflect signers who had previously signed the nomination petition for a 

different candidate in the primary. 

6. The Nomination Petition therefore fails to conform to the 

requirements of the Election Code, 25 P.S. §2867 et seq., and must be set 

aside and the Candidate’s name not be placed on, or stricken from, the 

ballot. Candidate has not submitted the requisite 300 valid signatures 

from registered Democrats in the district. 

7. Section 977 of the Election Code, 25 P.S. §2937, provides that 

a court shall set aside nomination petitions which are defective. 

Received 03/17/2026 12:02 PM Commonwealth Court of Pennsylvania

Filed 03/17/2026 12:02 PM Commonwealth Court of Pennsylvania
124 MD 2026



 

8. Petitioners respectfully reserve the right to add such 

additional objections as are appropriate at the time of hearing. 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

By: ___________________________ 

Adam C. Bonin, Esq. 

adam@boninlaw.com 

Attorney I.D. No. 80929   

The Law Office of Adam C. Bonin 

121 S. Broad Street, Suite 400 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107 

Telephone: (267) 242-5014 

Facsimile: (215) 827-5300  

Attorney for Petitioners 

 

Dated: March 17, 2026  
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Ex B Trone Spreadsheet
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A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S
Directions for completing spreadsheet:

3.  When "Other" (column R) is used, specify the exact nature of the objection in the "Describe Other" cell (column S).

Page Line County NR NRA NRCP NRD NRDS OC ILL LIO DUP IHA N/I PRI DCS SAC Other Describe Other
2 1 Cumberland x X
2 2 Cumberland X
2 3 Cumberland X X Agerton Page 30 Line 9
2 4 Cumberland X
2 5 Cumberland X
2 6 Cumberland X
2 7 Cumberland X
2 8 Cumberland X
2 9 Cumberland X
2 10 Cumberland X
2 11 Cumberland X
2 12 Cumberland X
2 13 Cumberland X
2 14 Cumberland X
2 15 Cumberland x X
2 16 Cumberland X
2 17 Cumberland X
2 18 Cumberland X
2 19 Cumberland X
3 3 Cumberland X
3 5 Cumberland X
3 9 Cumberland X
3 14 Cumberland X
3 22 Cumberland X Agerton Page 19 Line 29
3 26 Cumberland X Agerton Page 19 Line 25
3 27 Cumberland X Agerton Page 19 Line 26
3 28 Cumberland X X Agerton Page 19 Line 18

Specific Grounds for Objection

1.  For each signature line that is challenged as invalid complete the information indicated for colums A through C.
2.  Indicate the ground or grounds that allegedly render the signature line invalid by inserting an "X" in the appropriate column (columns D through R).

4.  Do not make any marks in columns T through W.
5.  See the Election Spreadsheet Directions tab below for detailed directions and a legend of the objection codes.
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Ex B Trone Spreadsheet

7
8

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S

Page Line County NR NRA NRCP NRD NRDS OC ILL LIO DUP IHA N/I PRI DCS SAC Other Describe Other
Specific Grounds for Objection

36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
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51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68

3 29 Cumberland X
3 30 Cumberland X
4 2 Cumberland X
4 3 Cumberland X
4 22 Cumberland X
5 15 Cumberland X
5 16 Cumberland X
5 21 Cumberland X
6 5 Cumberland X
6 6 Cumberland X
6 8 Cumberland X x
6 13 Cumberland X Agerton Page 10 Line 14
6 14 Cumberland X Agerton Page 10 Line 15
6 16 Cumberland X X Agerton Page 18 Line 4
6 18 Cumberland X
6 25 Cumberland X X Agerton Page 26 Line 6
6 26 Cumberland X X Agerton Page 36 Line 7
7 8 Cumberland X X
7 12 Cumberland X X
7 19 Cumberland X
7 26 Cumberland X Agerton Page 21 Line 11
7 27 Cumberland X Agerton Page 21 Line 12
8 3 Cumberland X
8 4 Cumberland X X Did not print last name
8 5 Cumberland X
8 6 Cumberland X X
8 7 Cumberland X
8 8 Cumberland X
8 22 Cumberland X
8 27 Cumberland X X
8 28 Cumberland X Agerton Page 19 Line 9
8 29 Cumberland X Agerton Page 19 Line 8
9 7 Cumberland X Agerton Page 19 Line 17
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Ex B Trone Spreadsheet

7
8

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S

Page Line County NR NRA NRCP NRD NRDS OC ILL LIO DUP IHA N/I PRI DCS SAC Other Describe Other
Specific Grounds for Objection
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93
94
95
96
97
98
99

100
101

9 9 Cumberland X Agerton Page 22 Line 6
9 12 Cumberland X
9 13 Cumberland X
9 19 Cumberland X
9 20 CUmberland X

10 2 Cumberland X Agerton Page 30 Line 8
10 3 Cumberland X Agerton Page 17 Line 24
10 4 Cumberland X Agerton Page 17 Line 22
10 5 Cumberland X Agerton Page 17 Line 23
10 15 Cumberland X
10 16 Cumberland X
10 18 Cumberland X
10 21 Cumberland X Agerton Page 18 Line 11
10 22 Cumberland X Agerton Page 18 Line 12
10 23 Cumberland x
10 29 Cumberland X Crossed-Out Line
11 10 Cumberland X
12 2 Cumberland X X X X
13 3 Cumberland X
12 4 Cumberland x
12 5 Cumberland x
12 6 Cumberland x
12 7 Cumberland X Crossed-Out Line
13 2 Cumberland x
13 3 Cumberland x
14 6 Cumberland X Crossed-Out Line
14 7 Cumberland x
14 8 Cumberland x
16 2 Cumberland X
16 3 Cumberland X X
16 7 Cumberland X Agerton Page 17 Line 7
16 8 Cumberland X Agerton Page 17  Line 8
16 11 Cumberland X Agerton Page 17 Line 10
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Ex B Trone Spreadsheet

7
8

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S

Page Line County NR NRA NRCP NRD NRDS OC ILL LIO DUP IHA N/I PRI DCS SAC Other Describe Other
Specific Grounds for Objection

102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112

16 12 Cumberland X Agerton Page 17 Line 12
16 13 Cumberland X Agerton Page 17 Line 13
17 7 Cumberland X
17 9 Cumberland X X
17 11 Cumberland X X
17 12 Cumberland X X X
17 14 Cumberland X
17 15 Cumberland x
17 16 Cumberland x
17 20 Cumberland x x
18 4 Cumberland X Agerton Page 17 Line 2
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ELECTION SPREADSHEET DIRECTIONS

By order of the Commonwealth Court of Pennsylvania, all Petitions to Set Aside Nomination 
Petitions or Papers (objection petitions) must be filed either in paper format (original and one 
copy) or electronically by PACFile (the Pennsylvania appellate court electronic filing system).  
When individual elector signatures are challenged, the objection petition must be accompanied 
by a spreadsheet as specified in the Court's order and the directions below.

1. The objection petition shall specify the objections to individual signature lines in
nomination petitions or papers and these shall be set forth in this spreadsheet .

2. Spreadsheet columns shall include, for each challenged signature line: page number, line
number, county, and the reason or reasons for each objection. The spreadsheet shall
designate the grounds for objection using the following abbreviations:

NR = Not Registered
NRA = Not Registered At Address
NRCP = Not Registered in Candidate's Party
NRD = Not Registered in District
NRDS = Not Registered on Date Signed
OC = Out of County
Ill = Illegible
LIO = Line Information Omitted
DUP = Duplicate
IHA = Line Information in Hand of Another
N/I = Nickname/Initial
PRI = Printed Signature
DCS = Defective Circulator Statement
SAC = Signed After Circulator's Statement Dated
Other = Any ground for objection not listed above (specify the

exact nature of the objection in the "Describe Other" cell)

Note: This list of abbreviations for the various grounds to object to a signature
is also referred to as the "challenge codes key."

3. The objection petition shall clearly state the number of signature lines challenged as well
as the total number of completed signature lines on the face of the nomination petitions
or papers.

4. Any other objections, e.g., to circulator statements, candidate affidavits, etc., must be
clearly and separately stated in the objection petition.

5. If filing the objection petition in paper format:

a. Objector shall attach to the objection petition as an exhibit a printed copy of the
spreadsheet printed on 8 ½ x 14 inch paper, with all grid lines showing and column
headings appearing on each printed sheet, and a printed copy of the challenge
codes key.

b. In addition, Objector shall file two separate digital media devices (CD or USB flash



b. In addition, Objector shall file two separate digital media devices (CD or USB flash
drive), each containing an electronic version of the spreadsheet and the challenge
codes key. The electronic version of the spreadsheets on the each digital media
devices must be enabled for editing by the Court, and may not be read-only or
password protected.

6. If filing the objection petition electronically:

a. Along with the electronically filed objection petition, Objector shall file as an
exhibit an electronic (PDF) version of the spreadsheet with all grid lines showing
and column headings appearing on each sheet, and an electronic (PDF) version of
the challenge codes key.

b. Within two days of submission of filing the objection petition and spreadsheet,
Objector shall submit to the Court two paper copies of the electronically filed
objection petition and spreadsheet and two separate digital media devices (CD or
USB flash drive), each containing an electronic version of the spreadsheet and the
challenge codes key. The electronic version of the spreadsheet on the each digital
media device must be enabled for editing by the Court, and may not be read-only
or password protected. No changes may be made to the original spreadsheet
filed electronically with the Court.

Revised 7-19-2023
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IN THE COMMONWEALTH COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA 

:

:

:

New CaseIn Re: Nom. Pet Adam  Trone; Obj:  John Matthew   

Smith, et al.

PROOF OF SERVICE

     I hereby certify that this 17th day of March, 2026, I have served the attached document(s) to the persons on the date(s) 

and in the manner(s) stated below, which service satisfies the requirements of Pa.R.A.P. 121:

Service

Served: Trone, Adam

Service Method:  Email

Email: amtrone83@gmail.com

Service Date: 3/17/2026

Address: 

Phone: 717-634-0234

Representing: Respondent   Trone, Adam

/s/  Adam Craig  Bonin

(Signature of Person Serving)

Person Serving: Bonin, Adam Craig

Attorney Registration No: 080929

Law Firm: 
121 S Broad StAddress: 
Ste 400

Philadelphia, PA 19107

Representing: Petitioner   Matthews, Paulette

Petitioner   Matthews, Russell

Petitioner   Smith, John Matthew
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