
 

 

IN THE COMMONWEALTH COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA 
 

IN RE: NOMINATION PETITIONS : 
OF JACOB CECIL    : 
CANDIDATE OF THE DEMOCRATIC : NO. 
PARTY FOR SENATOR IN THE  : 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY     : ELECTION LAW MATTER 
IN THE MAY 19TH, 2026    :  
PRIMARY ELECTION   : 

ORDER 

 AND NOW, this ___________ day of ________________, 2026, upon 
consideration of the Petition to Set Aside the Nomination Petitions of Jacob Cecil as 
a Candidate of Democratic Party for Senator in the General Assembly for the 32nd 
Senatorial District (the “Objection”); it is ORDERED, that: 

1. The petition to set aside Jacob Cecil’s Nomination Petitions is 
GRANTED;  

 
2. The Secretary of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is to strike and 

set aside the Nomination Petitions of Jacob Cecil and is hereby further directed to 
remove the name of Jacob Cecil from the May 19, 2026 Democratic primary ballot 
for candidate for Senator in the General Assembly in the 32nd Senatorial District; 
and 

 
3. Jacob Cecil and/or his official Campaign and/or Campaign Committee 

are to make payment for the costs of these proceedings, including witness fees and 
such other reasonable costs and attorneys’ fees incurred by the Petitioners in 
bringing forth this Petition.   

 

        By the Court:  

 

        _________________________ 
            J.  
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IN THE COMMONWEALTH COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA 
 

IN RE: NOMINATION PETITIONS : 
OF JACOB CECIL    : 
CANDIDATE OF THE DEMOCRATIC : NO. 
PARTY FOR SENATOR IN THE  : 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY     : ELECTION LAW MATTER 
IN THE MAY 19TH, 2026    :  
PRIMARY ELECTION   : 
 
PETITION TO SET ASIDE THE NOMINATION PETITIONS OF JACOB 

CECIL AS CANDIDATE OF THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY FOR 
SENATOR IN THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY  IN THE MAY 19TH, 2026 

PRIMARY ELECTION 
 

TO:   THE HONORABLE JUDGES OF THE COMMONWEALTH COURT  
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

 
 Objector, Edward T. Franks, (“Objector”) by and through his attorneys 

Goldstein Law Partners, LLC, file this Petition to Set Aside the Nomination Petitions 

of Jacob Cecil as a candidate for the Democratic Nomination for Senator in the 

General Assembly from the 32nd Senatorial District in the Primary Election of May 

19, 2026, and in support thereof, respectively represent as follows: 

PARTIES, JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

1. Objector, Edward T. Franks, has a primary address at 1030 Greenlick 

Rd., Mount Pleasant, PA 15666, is an adult individual, citizen, qualified elector and 

registered Democratic voter in the 32nd Senatorial District of the Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania who has a direct and substantial interest in the 2026 Primary Election 



and, therefore, in the success of this Petition.  In re Duncan, 516 A.2d 776, 778 (Pa. 

Cmmw. 1982). 

2. Respondent, Jacob Cecil (“Respondent”), has filed nomination 

petitions seeking a ballot position for himself in the Democratic primary to vie for 

election as a Democrat candidate for Senator in the General Assembly from the 32nd  

Senatorial District.  

3. Challenges to such nomination petitions may be filed by any qualified 

elector under 25 P.S. § 2937, which governs the procedures for such challenges. 

4. Pursuant to 42 P.S. § 764, the Commonwealth Court of Pennsylvania is 

the proper venue for a challenge to the nomination petitions of a candidate for 

statewide office. 

FACTUAL BACKGROUND 

5. Respondent filed nomination petitions on or about March 10, 2026, 

seeking the nomination of the Democratic Party to the office of Senator in the 

General Assembly from the 32nd Senatorial District. 

6. To appear as a candidate on the 2026 primary election ballot, 

Respondent must present at least 500 valid signatures from registered democratic 

voters of the 32nd Senatorial District voters by the filing deadline of March 10, 2026.  

See 25 P.S. § 2872.1(2) 



7. Respondent’s nomination petitions contain 508 signatures on 32 pages. 

Respondent’s Nomination Petitions are attached hereto as Exhibit “A”, the original 

of which remain in the custody of the Secretary of the Commonwealth.   

RESPONDENT DID NOT SUBMIT 500 VALID SIGNATURES ON HIS 
NOMINATING PETITIONS, AND MUST BE REMOVED FROM THE 

BALLOT 

8. Section 908 of the Election Code, 25 P.S. §2868, lists the requirements 

for each signer of a Nomination Petition. Each signer must:  

a) sign but one such petition for each office to be filled;  
 

b) declare therein that he is a registered and enrolled member of the party 
designated in such petition;  

 
c) declare therein that he is a qualified elector of the county therein named, 

and in case the nomination is not to be made or candidates are not to be 
elected by the electors of the State at large, of the political district 
therein named, in which the nomination is to be made or the election is 
to be held; and 

 
d) add his residence where he is duly registered and enrolled, giving city, 

borough or township, with street and number, if any, and shall legibly 
print his name and add the date of signing, expressed in words or 
numbers. Provided, however, that if the said political district named in 
the petition lies wholly within any city, borough or township, or is 
coextensive with same, it shall not be necessary for any signer of a 
nomination petition to state therein the city, borough or township of his 
residence. 

 

9. Having thoroughly reviewed the Petitions attached as Exhibit A, 

Objectors assert that Respondent has failed to meet the requirement of presenting 



500 valid signatures of qualified Pennsylvania  electors of the district, 

collected by circulators who themselves are legally qualified to do so. 

10. While Respondent submitted 508 signatures, only 444 of those 508 

signatures meet the legal requirements to be counted towards the 500 signatures 

required by statute for Respondent to have his name placed on the ballot. 

11. 64 of the signatures Respondent collected are defective in at least one 

way, and often in multiple ways.  

12. Exhibit B to this Petition is a spreadsheet prepared pursuant to this 

Court’s January 22, 2026 Order, listing by line and number the specific signatures 

being objected to, applying the following codes: 

  NR = Not Registered  
  NRA = Not Registered at Address  
  NRD = Not Registered in District  
  NRDS = Not Registered on Date Signed  
  OC = Out of County  
  Ill = Illegible  
  LIO = Line Information Omitted  
  DUP = Duplicate  
  IHA = Line Information in Hand of Another   
  N/I = Nickname/Initial  
  PRI = Printed Signature  
  Other = Any ground for objection not listed above 
   

Indisputably Defective Signatures 
 

13. Many of the signatures gathered are defective on grounds that are easily 

assessed by the Court, being either facially defective or which can be confirmed 

Democratic 



through verification with the Commonwealth’s SURE system. These signatures fall 

into one or more of the following categories:  

14. Signer Not Registered. Upon information and belief, the 2 signatures 

in Exhibit B with code NR represent signers who are not registered to vote and who 

thus are not qualified to sign nomination petitions pursuant to 25 P.S. § 2868, and 

whose signatures must therefore be stricken as invalid. 

15. Signer Not Registered at Address. Upon information and belief, the 

3 signatures in Exhibit B with code NRA represent signers who are not registered to 

vote at the address provided in the petition as required by 25 P.S. § 2868, and whose 

signatures must therefore be stricken as invalid. 

16. Signer Not Registered in Candidate’s Party. Upon information and 

belief, the 5 signatures in Exhibit B with code NRCP represent signers who are not 

registered to vote as Democrats and who thus are not qualified to sign nomination 

petitions pursuant to 25 P.S. § 2868, and whose signatures must therefore be stricken 

as invalid. 

17. Signer Not Registered on Date Signed. Upon information and belief, 

the 1 signature in Exhibit B with code NRDS represent signers who were not 

registered to vote or registered as Democrats on the date signed as required by 25 

P.S. § 2868, and whose signatures must therefore be stricken as invalid. 



18. Signature Line Is Missing Data. Upon information and belief, the 15 

signatures in Exhibit B with code LIO represent signers whose signature line is 

missing some data required by 25 P.S. § 2868, and whose signatures must therefore 

be stricken as invalid.  

19. Out of County.  Upon information and belief, the 20 signatures in 

Exhibit B with code OC represent signers who do not reside in county therein named 

in the petition as required by 25 P.S. § 2868, and whose signatures must therefore 

be stricken as invalid.  

20. Duplicate.  Upon information and belief, the 10 signatures in Exhibit 

B with code DUP represent signers who signed the petition twice and whose 

signatures must therefore be stricken as invalid.  

Additionally Defective Signatures 

21. A further number of signatures gathered by Respondent reflect 

additional errors based on Objectors’ review but which will require further testimony 

or the judgment of the Court in order to confirm the invalidity of these lines.  

22. Information in the Hand of Another. Upon information and belief, 

the 13 signatures in Exhibit B with code IHA represent purported signers whose 

signature lines contain at least some information which appears to have been 

provided by someone other than the signer, contrary to the dictates of 25 P.S. § 2868, 

and which signatures must therefore be stricken as invalid.  



23. Illegible Information. Upon information and belief, the 6 signatures in 

Exhibit B with code ILL represent signers whose information was not written in a 

way such that it could not be verified, including illegible signatures, as required by 

25 P.S. § 2868, and whose signatures must therefore be stricken as invalid. 

24. In all, 64 signatures must be stricken as invalid on all the 

aforementioned bases. 

25. Having presented 444 valid signatures, and needing 500 valid 

signatures, Respondent has not qualified under the terms of the Election Code to 

appear as a candidate for the Democratic Nomination for Senator in the General 

Assembly from the 32nd Senatorial District in the Primary Election of May 19, 2026 

WHEREFORE, the Objector prays this Honorable Court, 

a) to issue a Rule upon Respondent to show cause why his nomination 

petition should not be set aside and name removed from the ballot; 

b) to set aside the Respondent’s nomination petitions and remove Respondent 

from the May 19th, 2026 ballot as a candidate for the Senator in the General 

Assembly from the 32nd Senatorial District, in accordance with the 

applicable laws; 

c) to order the costs against Respondent, including witness fees as directed in 

25 Pa.C.S. 2937; and 

d) to order payment of Objector’s attorney’s fees as appropriate. 



Respectfully submitted, 

Goldstein Law Partners, LLC

____________________________
Britain R. Henry, Esq.
PA ID No. 314279
200 School Alley, Ste. 5
Green Lane, Pa 18054
610-949-0444
bhenry@goldsteinlp.com

____________________________________________
Britain R. HHHHHeenry





CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE

I certify that this filing complies with the provisions of the Public Access 
Policy of the Unified Judicial System of Pennsylvania: Case Records of the 
Appellate and Trial Courts that require filing confidential information and 
documents differently than non-confidential information and documents. 

_______________ ________________________
BRITAIN R. HENRY, ESQ.
ID. NO. 314279
Counsel for Objector

_____________________________________________
BRITAINN RRRRR. HE

03/17/26
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EXHIBIT B 



1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42

A
B

C
D

E
F

G
H

I
J

K
L

M
N

O
P

Q
R

S
T

U
V

W
X

Di
re

ct
io

ns
 fo

r c
om

pl
et

in
g 

sp
re

ad
sh

ee
t:

3.
  W

he
n 

"O
th

er
" (

co
lu

m
n 

R)
 is

 u
se

d,
 sp

ec
ify

 th
e 

ex
ac

t n
at

ur
e 

of
 th

e 
ob

je
ct

io
n 

in
 th

e 
"D

es
cr

ib
e 

O
th

er
" c

el
l (

co
lu

m
n 

S)
.

Pa
ge

Li
ne

Co
un

ty
NR

NR
A

NR
CP

NR
D

NR
DS

O
C

IL
L

LI
O

DU
P

IH
A

N/
I

PR
I

DC
S

SA
C

O
th

er
De

sc
rib

e 
O

th
er

S/
S

V/
S

S/
CT

V/
CT

1
4

Be
df

or
d

x
x

x
1

8
Be

df
or

d
x

1
13

Be
df

or
d

x
3

8
Fa

ye
tt

e
x

3
17

Fa
ye

tt
e

x
4

4
Fa

ye
tt

e
x

x
x

4
14

Fa
ye

tt
e

x
4

19
Fa

ye
tt

e
x

4
20

Fa
ye

tt
e

x
5

1
Fa

ye
tt

e
x

8
8

Be
df

or
d

x
10

3
Fa

ye
tt

e
x

11
4

Fa
ye

tt
e

x
13

14
Fa

ye
tt

e
x

13
15

Fa
ye

tt
e

x
13

16
Fa

ye
tt

e
x

13
17

Fa
ye

tt
e

x
13

18
Fa

ye
tt

e
x

14
1

Be
df

or
d

x
14

2
Be

df
or

d
x

14
3

Be
df

or
d

x
14

4
Be

df
or

d
x

14
5

Be
df

or
d

x
14

6
Be

df
or

d
x

14
7

Be
df

or
d

x
14

8
Be

df
or

d
x

14
9

Be
df

or
d

x
14

10
Be

df
or

d
x

14
11

Be
df

or
d

x
14

12
Be

df
or

d
x

14
13

Be
df

or
d

x
14

14
Be

df
or

d
x

14
15

Be
df

or
d

x
14

16
Be

df
or

d
x

Sp
ec

ifi
c G

ro
un

ds
 fo

r O
bj

ec
tio

n

1.
  F

or
 e

ac
h 

sig
na

tu
re

 li
ne

 th
at

 is
 ch

al
le

ng
ed

 a
s i

nv
al

id
 co

m
pl

et
e 

th
e 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

in
di

ca
te

d 
fo

r c
ol

um
s A

 th
ro

ug
h 

C.
2.

  I
nd

ic
at

e 
th

e 
gr

ou
nd

 o
r g

ro
un

ds
 th

at
 a

lle
ge

dl
y 

re
nd

er
 th

e 
sig

na
tu

re
 li

ne
 in

va
lid

 b
y 

in
se

rt
in

g 
an

 "X
" i

n 
th

e 
ap

pr
op

ria
te

 co
lu

m
n 

(c
ol

um
ns

 D
 th

ro
ug

h 
R)

.

4.
  D

o 
no

t m
ak

e 
an

y 
m

ar
ks

 in
 co

lu
m

ns
 T

 th
ro

ug
h 

W
.

5.
  S

ee
 th

e 
El

ec
tio

n 
Sp

re
ad

sh
ee

t D
ire

ct
io

ns
 ta

b 
be

lo
w

 fo
r d

et
ai

le
d 

di
re

ct
io

ns
 a

nd
 a

 le
ge

nd
 o

f t
he

 o
bj

ec
tio

n 
co

de
s.



7 8

A
B

C
D

E
F

G
H

I
J

K
L

M
N

O
P

Q
R

S
T

U
V

W
X

Pa
ge

Li
ne

Co
un

ty
NR

NR
A

NR
CP

NR
D

NR
DS

O
C

IL
L

LI
O

DU
P

IH
A

N/
I

PR
I

DC
S

SA
C

O
th

er
De

sc
rib

e 
O

th
er

S/
S

V/
S

S/
CT

V/
CT

Sp
ec

ifi
c G

ro
un

ds
 fo

r O
bj

ec
tio

n

43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70 71 72 73 74 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82

14
17

Be
df

or
d

x
14

18
Be

df
or

d
x

14
19

Be
df

or
d

x
14

20
Be

df
or

d
x

20
13

Fa
ye

tt
e

x
x

x
Lis

ts
 P

O
 B

ox
 a

s A
dd

re
ss

20
15

Fa
ye

tt
e

x
20

24
Fa

ye
tt

e
x

20
25

Fa
ye

tt
e

x
20

26
Fa

ye
tt

e
x

20
29

Fa
ye

tt
e

x
21

3
Fa

ye
tt

e
x

21
4

Fa
ye

tt
e

x
21

5
Fa

ye
tt

e
x

21
6

Fa
ye

tt
e

x
21

9
Fa

ye
tt

e
x

21
16

Fa
ye

tt
e

x
22

1
Be

df
or

d
x

22
2

Be
df

or
d

x
x

23
5

Be
df

or
d

x
23

6
Be

df
or

d
x

23
7

Be
df

or
d

x
25

6
Be

df
or

d
x

25
10

Be
df

or
d

x
x

x
Si

gn
at

ur
e 

cr
os

se
d 

ou
t

25
19

Be
df

or
d

x
x

x
Si

gn
at

ur
e 

cr
os

se
d 

ou
t

25
20

Be
df

or
d

x
x

x
Si

gn
at

ur
e 

cr
os

se
d 

ou
t

25
22

Be
df

or
d

x
x

x
Si

gn
at

ur
e 

cr
os

se
d 

ou
t

26
21

Be
df

or
d

x
27

1
Be

df
or

d
x

x
x

Si
gn

at
ur

e 
cr

os
se

d 
ou

t
27

11
Be

df
or

d
x

Da
te

 o
ut

 o
f a

lig
nm

en
t

27
17

Be
df

or
d

x
24

21
Be

df
or

d
x

8
8

Be
df

or
d

x
x

Si
gn

at
ur

e 
cr

os
se

d 
ou

t





CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that on this 17th day of March, 2026, a true and correct copy 
of the foregoing Petition was filed electronically via PACFile. Notice of this filing 
will be provided by the Court posting said Petition on the Pennsylvania Unified 
Judicial System website pursuant to this Court’s Order dated January 22, 2026.

I further certify that on March 17, 2026 that a true and correct copy of said
Petition was served via hand delivery upon: 

Secretary of the Commonwealth
Office of the Secretary

302 North Office Building
Harrisburg, PA 17120

I further certify that on March 17, 2026 that a true and correct copy of said
Petition was served electronic mail to: 

Jacob Cecil
JacobCecilPa32@gmail.com

Signature:________________________________
Date:____________________________________ 

_______________________________________
03/17/26


