
IN THE COMMONWEALTH COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA 

 

       :  

IN RE: NOMINATION PETITION OF  :  

       :  

SHAUN GRIFFITH     : ELECTION MATTER 

       :   

CANDIDATE FOR PENNSYLVANIA’S   : 

3RD CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT,  : 

DEMOCRATIC PARTY    : 

       : 

Petition of: THELMA PEAKE   : 

 

 

PETITION TO SET ASIDE NOMINATION PETITION 

The Petitioner, by and through counsel, respectfully avers that: 

1. The Petitioner, Thelma Peake, is a duly qualified elector, lives at 5225 Baltimore Avenue, 

Philadelphia, PA, and is registered in the Third Congressional District. 

2. The Respondent is the above referenced Candidate for the stated position. 

3. On or about March 13, 2026, the above captioned Candidate filed a Candidate Affidavit and 

Nomination Petition for the Office of Representative in Congress with the Department of State. A copy 

of the Nominating Petition is attached as Exhibit “A.” 

4. For the reasons set forth in greater detail in the attached Exhibit “B”, in the Candidate’s Nomination 

Petition or other required filing is improperly drawn, fails to contain the required number of properly 

ascribed signatures, and/or was improperly filed.   

5. The Respondent submitted 1,618 signatures, of which 813 are defective for the reasons set forth in 

Exhibit “B.”  This leaves respondent with 805 valid signatures. 

6. Candidate has not submitted the requisite 1,000 valid signatures from registered Democrats in the 

Third Congressional District of Pennsylvania to secure a place on the May 19, 2026 Primary Election 

Ballot. 

7. Further, candidate incorrectly submitted petitions that were single-sided and were thus properly 

rejected by the Department of State. See 99 MD 2026. 

8. Section 977 of the Election Code, 25 P.S. §2937, provides that a court shall set aside nomination 

petitions which are defective. 

9. The Nomination Petition therefore fails to conform to the requirements of the Election Code, 25 P.S. 

§2867 et seq., and must be set aside and the Candidate’s name not be placed on, or stricken from, the 

ballot. 
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10. The Nomination Petition or other required filing is defective as a matter of law and fails to conform to 

the requirements of the Election Code because: 

1. Defective Circulator Statements 

a. Pages 31, 46, 50, 51, and 63 - The Circulator is not registered at the given address 

b. Page 52 - The Circulator is not registered at the given address and did not date the 

statement 

11. The Petitioner respectfully reserves the right to add such additional objections as are appropriate at the 

time of hearing. 

Wherefore, Petitioner prays this Honorable Court to GRANT this Petition and set aside the 

Nomination of Respondent as a Democratic Candidate for the Office of Representative in Congress, 

for the Primary Election to take place on May 20, 2025. 

 

BY:  /s/  Helen Casale   

PA Bar No. 74127 

Petitioner/Attorney for Petitioner 

       

DATE: March 18, 2026



VERIFICATION 

 

I, Helen Casale, hereby verify that the facts contained in the within Petition are true and correct 

to the best of my knowledge or information and belief. 

 

I understand that the statements made herein are made subject to the provisions of 18 Pa. C.S.A. 

§4904 relating to unsworn falsification to authorities. 

 

 

           BY: /s/ Helen Casale   

      PA Bar No. 74127 

      Attorney for Petitioner 

       

DATE: March 18, 2026 



EXHIBIT 

A 
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EXHIBIT B
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IN THE COMMONWEALTH COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA 

In Re: Norn. Pet {OpposingPartyDocumentNm}; Obj: 
Thelma Peake 

New Case 

PROOF OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that this day of , , I have served the attached document(s) to the persons on the date(s) and in the 

manner(s) stated below, which service satisfies the requirements of Pa.R.A.P. 121: 

Served: 
Service Method: 
Service Date: 
Address: 

/s/ Helen Eileen Casale 

(Signature of Person Serving) 

Person Serving: 
Attorney Registration No: 
Law Firm: 
Address: 

Casale, Helen Eileen 
074127 

Representing: 

Hangley Aronchick Segal Pudlin & Schiller 
620 W. Germantown Pike 
Suite 300 
Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462 
Petitioner Peake, Thelma 
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