IN THE SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA

OFFICE OF DISCIPLINARY COUNSEL, : No. 2570 Disciplinary Docket No. 3

Petitioner : No.12DB 2019
V. : Attorney Registration No. 20916
MILES K. KARSON, JR., :  (Mercer County)
Respondent
ORDER

PER CURIAM
AND NOW, this 30" day of May, 2019, upon consideration of the Verified

Statement of Resignation, Miles K. Karson, Jr. is disbarred on consent from the Bar of
this Commonwealth, see Pa.R.D.E. 215, and he shall comply with the provisions of
Pa.R.D.E. 217. Respondent shall pay costs to the Disciplinary Board pursuant to
Pa.R.D.E. 208(g).

A True Co3p Patricia Nicola
As Of 05/30/2019

'y

Attest: ™
Chi

-~ i'! .: l ﬁ’! /
ef Clerk

Supreme Court of Pennsylvania



BEFORE THE DISCIPLINARY BOARD OF THE
SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANTIA

OFFICE OF DISCIPLINARY COUNSEL, : No. 2570 Disciplinary Docket
: No. 3
Petitioner : :
: No. 12 DB 2019
V. :

MILES K. KARSON, JR., , : Attormey Registration No. 20916
Respondé.nt : (Mercer County)

RESIGNATION
UNDER Pa.R.D.E. 215

Miles K. FKarson, Jr., hereby tenders his unconditional
resignation from the practiee of law in the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania in conformity with Pa.R.D.E. 215 ("Enforcement Rules')
and further states as follows: '

1. He is an attorney admitted in the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania, having been admitted to the bar on or about April 29,
1975. His attormey registration number is 20916. He remains on
suspension by Order of your Honorable Court dated March 11, 2019,
issued pursuant to Rule 214(d4) (2), Pa.R.D.E.

2. He desires to submit his resignation as a member of said
bar. |

3. His resignation is freely and voluntarily rendered; he is
not being subjected to coercion or duress and he is fully aware of
the implications of submitting this resignation.

4. He acknowledges that he is fully aware of his right to

consult and employ counsel to represent him.lﬁEEDFhe instant
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proceeding. He has retained, consulted with and»acted upon the
advice of counsel in connection with his decision to execute the
within resignation.

| 5. He 1is aware that there is presently pending an
investigation into allegations that he has been guilty of
misconduct, the nature of which allegations have been made known to
him by Statement of Facts, with exhibits attached thereto, a true
and correct copy of which are attached hereto, made a part hereof
and collectively marked as Exhibit r"av.

6. He acknowledges that the material facts upon which the
complaint 1is predicated contained in Exhibit A" and the
attachments thereto are true.

7. He submits the within resignation because he knows that
he could not successfully defend himself against the charges of
professional misconduct set forth in the attached exhibit.

8. He is fully aware that the submission of this Resignation
Statement is irrevocable and that he can only apply for
reinstatement to the practice of law pursuant to the provisions of
Enforcement Rule 218(b) and (c).

9. He is aware that pursuant to Enforcement Rule 215(c) the
fact that he has tendered his resignation shall beéome a matter of
public record immediately upon delivery of the resignation
statement to Disciplinary Counsel or the Secretary of the Board.

10. Upon entry of the order disbarring him on consent, he



will promptly comply with the notice, withdrawal, resignationm,
trust acccﬁmt, and cease-and-desist provisions of Enforcememt Rule
217 (a), (b), {c) and (4).

11, After entry of the order disbarring him on consent, he
will file a verified statement of caompliance as required by
Enforcement Rule 217(e) (1).

12. He is aware that the waiting period for eligibility to
apply for reinstatememnt to the practice of law under Enforcement
Rule 218(b) shall not begin until he files the verified statement
of compliance reguired by Er'xforcement Rule 217(e}(l), and if the
order of disbarment contains a provision that makes the disbarment |
retroactive to an earlier date, then the waiting period will be
deemed to have begun on that earlier date.

It is understood that the statements made herein are subject
to the pefxalt:ies of 18 Pa.C.S., Section 4904 (relating to umsworn
falsification to authorities)

o

Signed this g day of May, 2019.

/@ (/é%, [ v

Miles X, Karson, Jr.




BEFORE THE DISCIPLINARY BOARD OF THE
SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANTA

OFFICE OF DISCIPLINARY COUNSEL, : No. 2570 Disciplinary Docket

: No. 3
Petitioner :
: No. 12 DB 2018
v. .
MILES K. KARSON, JR., : Attorney Registration No. 20916
Respondent : (Mercer County)
STATEMENT OF FACTS
1. Petitioner, whose principal office is located at

Pennsylvania Judicial Center, Suite 2700, 601 Commonwealth Avenue,
P.O. Box 62485, Harrisburg, PA 17106-2485, is invested, pursuant to
Rule 207 of the Pennsylvania Rules of Disciplinary Enforcement
{hereafter "Pa.R.D.E."), with the power and the duty to investigate
all matters involving alleged misconduct of an attorney admitted to
practice law in the Commonwealth of Pennsvylvania and to prosecute
all disciplinary proceedings brought in accordance with the various

provisions of the aforesaid Rules.

2. Respondent, Miles K. Karson, Jr., was born in 1945. He
was admitted to practice law in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania on
April 29, 1975. Respondent’s mailing address is 3000 Lakewocod

Drive, Apt. 1204, Hermitage, PA 16148. Respondent is subject to




the disciplinary jurisdiction of the Disciplinary Board of the

Supreme Court of Pennsylvania.

3. By Order of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania dated March
11, 2019, pursuant to Rule 214(d)(2), Pa.R.D.E., Respondent was
temporarily suspended from the practice of law, effective April 10,

2019.

4. At all times relevant hereto, Respondent was the sitting

District Attorney of Mercer County.

5. On January 18, 2018, a Criminal Information was filed
against Respondent in the Court of Common Pleas of Mercer County,
at docket number CP-43-CR-0002154-2017. A copy of the Criminal

Information is attached hereto as Exhibit A-1.

6. In the Criminal Information filed against him, Respondent
was charged with ten counts of Obstruction of Administration of Law
or Other Governmental Function, in violation of 18 Pa.C.S.A. §5101,
six counts of Official Oppression, in violation of 18 Pa.C.S.A.
§5301(1), and one count of Hindering Apprehension and Prosecution,

in vicolation of 18 Pa.C.S.A. §5105(a) (2).



7. All of the charges filed against Respondent were
misdemeanors of the second degree, punishable by a maximum of two

yvears' 1incarceration.

8. All of the charges against Respondent involved the

improper use of his position as District Attorney of Mercer County.

9. Respondent's conduct involved, Iinter alia, using his
office to interfere with law enforcement and prosecution, to obtain
favorable treatment for a criminal defendant facing charges in

Mercer County, with whom Respondent had a personal relationship.

10. By Order dated January 7, 2019, on motion of the
Commonwealth, Count 7 of the Criminal Information, Obstructing
Administration of Law or Other Govermmental Function, and Count 17

thereof, Hindering Apprehension or Prosecution, were withdrawn.

11. By Order dated January 16, 2019, pursuant to a Motion for
Judgment of Acquittal made on behalf of Respondent, the Court
dismissed Count 9 of the Criminal Information, Obstructing the

Administration of Law or Other Governmental Function.

12. By Order dated January 17, 2019, pursuant to a Motion for
Judgment of Acquittal filed on behalf of Respondent, the Court

dismissed Count 15 of the Criminal Information, Obstructing the



Administration of Law or Other Govermmental Function, and Count 16

thereof, Official Oppression.

13. On January 18, 2018, after a jury trial, Respondent was
convicted of six counts of Obstruction of Administration of Law or
Other Governmental Function, and four counts of Official
Oppression. He was found not guilty of Count 14, Obstruction of
Administration of Law or Other Governmental Function. A copy of

the Verdict is attached hereto as Exhibit A-2.

14. Effective February 4, 2019, Respondent resigned his

office as District Attorney of Mercer County.

i5. On March 20, 2019, Respondent was sentenced to an
aggregate sentence of four years' probation. A copy of the

sentencing document is attached hereto as Exhibit A-3.

16. Respondent filed no post-trial motions, nor any appeal of

his convictions, and the time to do so has now expired.

17. Respondent's conviction is grounds for discipline,

pursuant to Rule 203(b)(l), Pa.R.D.E.
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF MERCER COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

CRIMINAL

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

-VS -

2154 Criminal 2017

MILES K. KARSON, JR.

CHARGES:

ATTORNEY:

OF COURT on

of Law or 0

Obstr in ministration of lLaw or Other

Governmental Function - 6 counts
18 Pa.C.S.A. §5101

Misdemeanors of the Second Degree

Official Oppression - 4 counts
18 Pa.C.S.A. §5301

Misdemeanors of the Second Degree

Alexander H. Lindsay, Jr., Esquire
110 East Diamond Street, Suite 301
Butler, Pennsylvania 16001

ENCE
AND NOW, March 20, 2019, THE SENTENCE AND ORDER

the six counts of Obstructing the Administration

ther Govetrnmental Function is that the Defendant,




Miles K. Karson, Jr., is placed on probation for a period of
two years, concurrent with each other, subject to the
following terms and conditions:

1. You shall pay a fine in the sum of $1,000 on each
count (total $6,000), pay the costs of prosecution and all
other costs, restore any property obtéined.

2. You shall complete 30 hours of community service
on each count (total 180 hours), pursuant to the schedule
established by and under the supervision of the community
service coordinator of Mercer County. You shall pay their
processing fees.

3. You shall pay the costs and fines imposed by this
sentence right away unless time for payment is extended by
the Mercer County Collections Coordinator,

4. You shall be under the jurisdiction and the
supervision of the Pennsylvania Board of Probation and
Parole. You must enter into a contract with that agency,
report to the Board as directed, and abide by the general
and special conditions imposed by the Board, and especially
those conditions set forth in 37 Pa. Code 65.4, and such
other conditions imposed upon you by your probation officer.
You shall report to the State Board within five (5) days of
this Order.

5. You may not change your address without

permission of your probation officer.




6. You shall comply with all laws. In the event you
are under any police investigation, you must notify your
probation officer.

7. You must make every effort to maintain any
employment and support any dependents you have.

8. You shall abstain from possession or use of
illegal drugs.

9. You shall not have in your possession nor may you
consume alcoholic beverages, including malt Tiquor.

10. You shall cooperate in and complete any program
of care and treatment required by your probation officer for
proper supervision.

11. You shall submit to testing of breath, urine, and
blood tests for the purpose of alcohol or drug use by your
probation officer,

If, at the end of the probation period, the Court,
after investigation, has a report of good behavior from your
probation officer, you will be allowed to go free of the
charges in this case made against you. If you violate
probation, a petition will be flled, and, if the Court finds
a material violation, probation will be revoked and then you
will be resentenced on these charges.

THE SENTENCE AND ORDER OF COURT on the four counts of
Official Oppression, in violation of 18 Pa.C.S.A. §5301,

Misdemeanors of the Second Degree, is that the Defendant




shall pay a fine of $1,000 on each count ($4,000 total),
30 hours of community service on each count (120 hours
total), and is placed on probation for a period of two
years, concurrent with each other.

A11 of the terms and conditions of probation set
forth relating to the six counts of Obstructing the
Administration of Law or Other Governmental Function are
1nc6rporated by reference in this Order.

This sentence imposed for the counts of Official
Oppression shall run consecutive to and not concurrent with
the sentence imposed for the counts of Obstructing the
Administration of Law or Other Governmental Function. The
total period of probation supervision pursdant to this Order
is four years, total fines is $10,000, and total community
service is 300 hours.

The Court will, after two years of probation
supervision, consider an application for early termination
if there is exemplary behavior, full compliance with
probation conditions, and all fines and costs are paid;
however, the Court will not act without concurrence from the
prosecuting attorney.

If, at the end of the probation period of the two
consecutive sentences, the Court, after investigation, has a
record of good behavior, you will be allowed to go free of

the charges in this case made against you. If you violate




probation or after the termination thereof, the Court finds
a violation, you will be subject to process, which would
include a petition to revoke probation, and, if the Court
finds a material violation, probation will be revoked and
you will be resentenced on these charges.

Any lesser sentence would depreciate the seriousness
of the offenses.

The Court has considered the guidelines, the
arguments of counsel, and especially the trial testimony.

BY THE COUR

7

Y Wit1iam White,
Senior Judge
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