RULE 514. DUPLICATE AND REISSUED [ALIAS] WARRANTS OF ARREST.

(A) When a warrant of arrest has been issued and it appears necessary or desirable to
issue duplicates thereof for execution, the issuing authority may issue any number of
duplicates. Each duplicate shall have the same force and effect as the original. Costs
may be taxed only for one such warrant and only one service fee shall be charged.

(B) After service and execution of an original or duplicate warrant, the issuing
authority may reissue the warrant [an alias warrant may be issued] if the purpose
for which the original or duplicate has been issued has not been accomplished.

COMMENT: This rule permits the use of advanced
communication technology for the issuance of duplicate and
reissued [alias] arrest warrants.

Under this rule, warrant information transmitted by using
advanced communication technology has the same force and
effect as a duplicate or reissued [alias] arrest warrant. This
rule does not require that the transmitted warrant information
be an exact copy of the original warrant for purposes of
execution under Rule 515. Nothing in this rule, however, is
intended to curtail the Rule 540(C) requirement that the issuing
authority provide the defendant with an exact copy of the
warrant at the preliminary arraignment. See Rule 513
(Requirements for Issuance).

This rule originally used the term “alias warrant” to
describe the reissuance of a warrant that has been served
and executed but has not accomplished its original
purpose. The term “alias warrant” is archaic and its
meaning obscure, leading to potential confusion. With the
2005 amendments, the terminology of the rule has been
simplified by deleting “alias warrant” and replacing it with
“reissue,” thereby retaining the underlying practice
previously described by the term “alias warrant.”

NOTE: Original Rule 113 adopted June 30, 1964, effective
January 1, 1965; suspended January 31, 1970, effective
May 1, 1970. New Rule 113 adopted January 31, 1970,
effective May 1, 1970; renumbered Rule 121 September 18,
1973, effective January 1, 1974; amended August 9, 1994,
effective January 1, 1995; renumbered Rule 514 and
amended March 1, 2000, effective April 1, 2001; Comment
revised May 10, 2002, effective September 1, 2002[.] ;
amended October 19, 2005, effective February 1, 2006.




COMMITTEE EXPLANATORY REPORTS:

Report explaining the August 9, 1994 amendments published at 22
Pa.B. 6 (January 4, 1992); Final Report published with the Court's
Order at 24 Pa.B. 4342 (August 27, 1994).

Final Report explaining the March 1, 2000 reorganization and
renumbering of the rules published with the Court’s Order at 30 Pa.B.
1478 (March 18, 2000).

Final Report explaining the May 10, 2002 Comment revision
concerning advanced communication technology published with the
Court’'s Order at 32 Pa.B. 2582 (May 25, 2002).

Final Report explaining the October 19, 2005 amendments to
paragraph (B) deleting “alias warrant” published with the Court's
Order at 35 Pa.B. ( , 2005).




RULE 517. PROCEDURE IN COURT CASES WHEN WARRANT OF ARREST IS
EXECUTED OUTSIDE JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF ISSUANCE

(A) When a defendant has been arrested in a court case, with a warrant, outside the
judicial district where the warrant of arrest was issued, the defendant shall be taken
without unnecessary delay to the proper issuing authority in the judicial district of arrest
for the purpose of posting bail, as permitted by law.

(B) Such issuing authority shall advise the defendant of the right to post bail. If bail is
posted, the defendant shall be admitted to bail, conditioned upon the defendant's
appearance for the preliminary arraignment before the proper issuing authority in the
judicial district where the warrant was issued, at a date certain not less than 5 nor more
than 10 days thereafter.

(C) When a defendant fails to post bail, the arresting person shall:

(1) return the defendant to the judicial district where the warrant was issued,
without unnecessary delay, for preliminary arraignment by the proper issuing
authority; or

(2) lodge the defendant in a suitable place of detention in the judicial district of
arrest, and forthwith notify the proper issuing authority in the judicial district
where the warrant was issued of the defendant's detention, and the place of such
detention. Upon receipt of this notice, the issuing authority shall, without
unnecessary delay, cause the defendant to be brought to the judicial district
where the warrant was issued for preliminary arraignment by the proper issuing
authority.

(D) When a defendant has been held for 48 hours or more without preliminary
arraignment, in a place of detention outside the judicial district where the warrant was
issued, because of the inability to post bail, the defendant shall be discharged from
custody upon application of any interested person to a judge of a court of the judicial
district of detention; provided that, upon cause shown the judge may grant one or more
extensions of the defendant's detention to an early date, fixed in the order, but if the
defendant remains in custody and has not been removed to the judicial district where
the warrant was issued at the end of the extended detention period, the defendant shall
be discharged from custody.

(E) When a defendant who has posted bail and been released from custody before
preliminary arraignment thereafter fails to appear at the time fixed, the proper issuing
authority in the judicial district where the warrant was issued shall forthwith cause the
bail to be forfeited according to law, and issue a bench warrant [an alias warrant of
arrest]. If the defendant is thereafter arrested outside the judicial district where the
bench [alias] warrant was issued, the defendant shall not be entitled to post bail in the
judicial district where arrested, but shall be taken as soon as practicable to the judicial
district where the bench [alias] warrant was issued for preliminary arraignment by the
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proper issuing authority.

(F) When, upon application of any interested person, it is shown to the satisfaction of a
judge of a court in the judicial district where the warrant of arrest was issued, that the
defendant was returned to that judicial district without being given the opportunity to
post bail, as provided in paragraphs (A) and (B), and that had such opportunity been
given, the defendant would have been able to post such bail, the judge shall have the
discretion to:

(1) discharge the defendant from custody; or

(2) release the defendant on bail, conditioned upon the defendant's appearance
at the preliminary hearing; and

(3) forfeit all costs, including mileage and transportation charges, of the arresting
and transporting person, in order that such costs and charges shall not be taxed
in the case.

(G) All recognizances accepted under this rule shall forthwith be transmitted to the
proper issuing authority in the judicial district where the warrant was issued.

COMMENT: Nothing in this rule prevents a defendant from
consenting to dispense with the procedures in paragraph (A) if
the defendant is afforded a preliminary arraignment without
unnecessary delay in the judicial district where the warrant was
issued.

See Rule 518 for using advanced communication technology
following execution of arrest warrant outside the judicial district
of issuance.

For preliminary hearing procedures, see Rules 540 and 541.

Section 8953 of the Judicial Code, 42 Pa.C.S. § 8953,
provides for the execution of warrants of arrest beyond the
territorial limits of the police officer's primary jurisdiction. See
also Commonwealth v. Mason, 507 Pa. 396, 490 A.2d 421
([Pa. ]1985).

Paragraph (E) originally used the term “alias warrant” to
describe the type of warrant issued when a defendant is
arrested outside the judicial district of issuance, is
released on bond by a magisterial district judge in the
judicial district of arrest conditioned on the defendant’s
appearance at a preliminary arraignment in the judicial




district of issuance, and then fails to appear. Because the
term “alias warrant” is an archaic term that refers to the
reissuance of a warrant when the original purpose of the
warrant has not been achieved, and the warrant issued in
paragraph (E) is issued for the failure to appear as
contemplated by Rule 536(A)(1)(b), paragraph (E) was
amended in 2005 by changing the terminology to “bench
warrant.”

NOTE: Original Rule 117 adopted June 30, 1964, effective
January 1, 1965; suspended January 31, 1970, effective May 1,
1970. New Rule 117 adopted January 31, 1970, effective May
1, 1970; renumbered Rule 123 September 18, 1973, effective
January 1, 1974; amended January 28, 1983, effective July 1,
1983; renumbered Rule 124 and amended August 9, 1994,
effective January 1, 1995; amended December 27, 1994,
effective April 1, 1995; renumbered Rule 517 and amended
March 1, 2000, effective April 1, 2001; Comment revised May
10, 2002, effective September 1, 2002[.] ; amended October
19, 2005, effective February 1, 2006.

COMMITTEE EXPLANATORY REPORTS:

Report explaining the August 9, 1994 amendments published at 22
Pa.B. 6 (January 4, 1992); Final Report published with the Court's
Order at 24 Pa.B. 4342 (August 27, 1994).

Report explaining the December 27, 1994 amendments published at
24 Pa.B. 1673 (April 2, 1994); Final Report published with the Court's
Order at 25 Pa.B. 142 (January 14, 1995).

Final Report explaining the March 1, 2000 reorganization and
renumbering of the rules published with the Court’s Order at 30 Pa.
B. 1478 (March 18, 2000).

Final Report explaining the May 10, 2002 Comment revision
concerning advanced communication technology published with the
Court’s Order at 32 Pa.B. 2582 (May 25, 2002).



Final Report explaining the October 19, 2005 amendments to
paragraph (E) changing “alias warrant” to “bench warrant”
published with the Court's Order at 35 Pa.B. ( , 2005).




