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PENNSYLVANIA RULES OF DISCIPLINARY ENFORCEMENT 
 

Rule 102. Definitions. 
 

(a) General Rule. -- Subject to additional definitions contained in subsequent 
provisions of these rules which are applicable to specific provisions of these rules, the 
following words and phrases when used in these rules shall have, unless the context clearly 
indicates otherwise, the meanings given to them in this rule: 

 
*** 

 
 “Active status.” The license status of an attorney who is admitted in 

Pennsylvania and is registered as active under Enforcement Rule 219 (relating to 
annual registration and assessment). An attorney on active status is eligible to 
practice law in Pennsylvania. 

 

*** 
 

“Administrative suspension.” The license [Status] status of an attorney, after Court 
order under Enforcement Rule 219(g), who: failed to pay the annual [fee and/or file the 
form] assessment and file the form required by subdivisions [(a)] (b) and [(d)] (c) of 
Enforcement Rule 219; failed to satisfy the requirements of the Pennsylvania Rules 
for Continuing Legal Education and was reported to the Court by the Pennsylvania 
Continuing Legal Education Board under Rule 111(b), Pa.R.C.L.E.[, for having failed to 
satisfy the requirements of the Pennsylvania Rules for Continuing Legal Education]; 
failed to pay any [expenses taxed] costs and fees pursuant to Enforcement Rule 208(g); 
or failed to meet the requirements for maintaining a limited law license as a Limited In-House 
Corporate Counsel, a foreign legal consultant, an attorney participant in defender or legal 
services programs, a military attorney, or attorney spouse of an active-duty service member. 
An attorney on administrative suspension status is ineligible to practice law in 
Pennsylvania. 

 

*** 
 

“Attorney participant in defender or legal services programs.” An attorney or the 
license status of an attorney holding a limited admission to practice under Pennsylvania 
Bar Admission Rule 311 (relating to limited admission of participants in defender or legal 
services programs). 

 
“Attorney Registration Office.” The administrative division of the Disciplinary Board 

which governs the annual registration of every attorney admitted to, or engaging in, the 
practice of law in this Commonwealth, with the exception of attorneys admitted to practice 
pro hac vice under [Pa.B.A.R.] Pennsylvania Bar Admission Rule 301. 
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“Attorney spouse of an active-duty service member.” An attorney or the license 
status of an attorney holding a limited admission to practice under Pennsylvania Bar 
Admission Rule 304 (relating to limited admission of spouses of active-duty members of the 
United States Uniformed Services). 

 

*** 
 

"Censure." Public censure by the Supreme Court under Enforcement Rule 
204(a)(3) (relating to types of discipline). 

 

*** 
 

 “Disability inactive status.” The license status of an attorney who: has been 
transferred to this status by order of the Court under Enforcement Rule 301(c) after 
having been judicially declared incapacitated by another court; has been declared 
incapacitated by order of the Court under Enforcement Rule 301(d) from continuing 
the practice of law; is transferred to disability inactive status by order of the Court 
under Enforcement Rule 301(e) after contending during a pending disciplinary 
proceeding that he or she is suffering from a disability by reason of physical or 
mental infirmity or illness that makes it impossible for the attorney to prepare an 
adequate defense; or has been placed on disability inactive status in another 
jurisdiction and is transferred to disability inactive status by reciprocal order of the 
Court under Enforcement Rule 216. The term “disability inactive status” includes any 
transfer to inactive status based on disability under Rule 216 or 301. An attorney on 
disability inactive status is ineligible to practice law in Pennsylvania.  

 

 “Disbarment.” A type of discipline in which the Court withdraws the offending 
attorney’s privilege to practice law for an unspecified period of at least five years 
with no basis for an expectation to resume the practice of law. 

 

*** 
"Disciplinary Rules." The provisions of the Code of Professional Responsibility as 

adopted by the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania May 20, 1970, 438 Pa. XXV, as amended 
from time to time by special order of the Court and governing lawyer conduct occurring or 
beginning on or before March 31, 1988 as well as the provisions of the Rules of Professional 
Conduct as adopted by the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania on October 16, 1987, 515 Pa. 
LXIX, and effective on April 1, 1988, as amended from time to time by special order of the 
Court.  

 
 “Emeritus status.” The license status of an attorney admitted in Pennsylvania 

who has elected emeritus status, pursuant to Enforcement Rule 403, in order to 
provide the type of pro bono services authorized by Rule 403 and is current on all 
registration requirements under that rule. 

 

*** 
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“Foreign legal consultant.” A person or the license status of a person who holds a 
current license as a foreign legal consultant issued under [Rule 341 of the] Pennsylvania 
Bar Admission [Rules] Rule 341 (relating to the licensing of foreign legal consultants). 

 

*** 

"Formerly admitted attorney." A disbarred, suspended, temporarily suspended, 
administratively suspended, permanently resigned, retired, [or] inactive, or disability 
inactive attorney. 

 

*** 
 

 “Inactive status.” The license status of an attorney who is admitted in 
Pennsylvania and has either elected inactive status under Enforcement Rule 219 
(relating to annual registration and assessment) or has sold his or her practice by 
reason of disability pursuant to Rule 1.17(f) of the Pennsylvania Rules of Professional 
Conduct. An attorney on inactive status is ineligible to practice law in Pennsylvania. 
 

"Informal admonition." [Private informal admonition] A type of private discipline 
administered by Disciplinary Counsel. 

 

 *** 

“Judge status.” The license status of a justice or judge serving on the following 
Pennsylvania courts of record: Supreme, Superior, Commonwealth, Common Pleas, 
and Philadelphia Municipal; and a justice or judge serving on the following federal 
courts: Supreme, Court of Appeals, Bankruptcy, and District Court, including full-
time and part-time magistrate judges not otherwise engaged in the practice of law.  
This status includes a justice or judge who served on one of these courts and is 
granted senior status.  An attorney on judge status is exempt from annual 
registration under Enforcement Rule 219(a)(2).  

 

*** 
 

“Limited In-House Corporate Counsel.” An attorney or the license status of an 
attorney holding a limited admission to practice under Pennsylvania Bar Admission Rule 
302 (relating to limited admission of in-house corporate counsel). 

 
“Military attorney.” An attorney or the license status of an attorney holding a limited 

admission to practice under Pennsylvania Bar Admission Rule 303 (relating to limited 
admission of military attorneys). 

 
 “Permanent resignation.” The license status of an attorney who has elected to 

permanently resign from the Pennsylvania bar under Enforcement Rule 404. An 
attorney on permanent resignation status is ineligible to practice law in 
Pennsylvania. 

 

*** 
"Private reprimand." [Private reprimand] A type of private discipline imposed by 
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the Board. 
 

*** 
 

“Public [Reprimand] reprimand.” [Public reprimand] A type of discipline 
imposed by the Board. 

 

*** 
 

 “Retired status.” The license status of an attorney admitted in Pennsylvania 
who elects this status after having ceased the practice of law in Pennsylvania. An 
attorney on retired status is ineligible to practice law in Pennsylvania. 

 

*** 
 
  “Suspension.” A type of discipline in which the Court withdraws the offending 
attorney’s privilege to practice law for a period not exceeding five years. A suspended 
attorney may resume the practice of law only upon the entry of an order of the Court 
reinstating the attorney to active status. 

 
*** 

 

Rule 201. Jurisdiction. 
 

(a) The exclusive disciplinary jurisdiction of the Supreme Court under these rules 
extends to: 

 

*** 
 

(3) Any formerly admitted attorney, with respect to acts prior to suspension, 
disbarment, temporary suspension, administrative suspension, permanent 
resignation, or transfer to or assumption of retired, [or] inactive or disability 
inactive status, or with respect to acts subsequent thereto which amount to the 
practice of law or constitute the violation of the Disciplinary Rules, these rules or 
rules of the Board adopted pursuant hereto. 

 
(4) Any attorney who is a justice, judge or magisterial district [justice] judge, 

with respect to acts prior to taking office as a justice, judge or magisterial district 
[justice] judge, if the Judicial Conduct Board declines jurisdiction with respect to 
such acts. 

 
(5) Any attorney who resumes the practice of law, with respect to 

nonjudicial acts while in office as a justice, judge or magisterial district [justice] 
judge. 

 
 

*** 
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Rule 204. Types of discipline. 
 
 

*** 
(c) A reference in these rules to disbarment, suspension, temporary suspension, 

administrative suspension, permanent resignation, or transfer to or assumption of retired, 
[or] inactive or disability inactive status, shall be deemed to mean, in the case of a 
respondent-attorney who holds a Limited In-House Corporate Counsel License, expiration 
of that license. A respondent-attorney whose Limited In-House Corporate Counsel License 
expires for any reason: 

 
(1) shall be deemed to be a formerly admitted attorney for purposes of Rule 

217 (relating to formerly admitted attorneys); and 
 

(2) shall not be entitled to seek reinstatement under Rule 218 (relating to 
reinstatement proceedings) or Rule 219 (relating to [annual registration of 
attorneys] administrative changes in status) and instead must reapply for a 
Limited In-House Corporate Counsel License under Pennsylvania Bar Admission 
Rule 302. 

 
 

Rule 205. The Disciplinary Board of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania. 
 
*** 

 

(c) The Board shall have the power and duty: 

 
*** 

 
(7) To assign: 

 
*** 

 (iii) senior or experienced hearing committee members to consider a 
petition for reinstatement to active status from retired or inactive status, or 
administrative suspension, under Enforcement Rule 218 (relating to 
reinstatement proceedings) of a formerly admitted attorney who has not been 
suspended or disbarred. 

 

*** 
 

(18) To establish, assess and collect: 

(i) the necessary expenses incurred in the investigation and    

prosecution of a proceeding that results in the imposition of discipline, or 

the investigation and processing of a petition for reinstatement and in 

any proceeding resulting therefrom; 

(ii) late payment penalties under Enforcement Rule 219(f)(1) for 
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failure to timely complete annual registration; and 

(iii) administrative fees for status changes where a petition for 

reinstatement is not required. 

(19) To assess and collect reinstatement filing fees, administrative fees 

based on the imposition of a type of discipline or transfer to disability 

inactive status under Enforcement Rule 301(e), and penalties on unpaid 

taxed expenses and administrative fees. 

(20) To establish, charge and collect a collection fee for any payment 

under paragraphs (18) and (19) that has been returned to the Board unpaid. 

(21) To exercise the powers and perform the duties vested in and imposed 

upon the Board by law. 
 

*** 
 

Rule 208. Procedure. 
 

*** 
 

(f) Emergency temporary suspension orders and related relief. 
 

(1) Disciplinary Counsel, with the concurrence of a reviewing member of the 
Board, whenever it appears by an affidavit demonstrating facts that the continued 
practice of law by a person subject to these rules is causing immediate and 
substantial public or private harm because of the misappropriation of funds by such 
person to his or her own use, or because of other egregious conduct, in manifest 
violation of the Disciplinary Rules or the Enforcement Rules, may petition the 
Supreme Court for injunctive or other appropriate relief. A copy of the petition shall 
be personally served upon the respondent-attorney by Disciplinary Counsel. If 
Disciplinary Counsel cannot make personal service after reasonable efforts to 
locate and serve the respondent-attorney, Disciplinary Counsel may serve the 
petition by delivering a copy to an employee, agent or other responsible person at 
the office of the respondent-attorney, and if that method of service is unavailable, 
then by mailing a copy of the petition by regular and certified mail addressed to the 
addresses furnished by the respondent-attorney in the last registration 
[statement] form filed by the respondent-attorney pursuant to Enforcement Rule 
[219(d)] 219(c). Service is complete upon delivery or mailing, as the case may be. 
The Court, or any justice thereof, may enter a rule directing the respondent-
attorney to show cause why the respondent-attorney should not be placed on 
temporary suspension, which rule shall be returnable within ten days. The Court, 
or any justice thereof, may, before or after issuance of the rule, issue: 

 
(i) such orders to the respondent-attorney, and to such financial 

institutions or other persons as may be necessary to preserve funds, 
securities or other valuable property of clients or others which appear to 
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have been misappropriated or mishandled in manifest violation of the 
Disciplinary Rules; 

 
(ii) an order directing the president judge of the court of common 

pleas in the judicial district where the respondent-attorney maintains his or 
her principal office for the practice of law or conducts his or her primary 
practice, to take such further action and to issue such further orders as may 
appear necessary to fully protect the rights and interests of the clients of the 
respondent-attorney when: 

 
(A) the respondent-attorney does not respond to a rule to 
show cause issued after service of the petition pursuant to 
subdivision (f)(1); or 

(B) Disciplinary Counsel’s petition demonstrates cause to 
believe that the respondent-attorney is unavailable to protect 
the interests of his or her clients for any reason, including the 
respondent-attorney’s disappearance, abandonment of 
practice, incarceration, or incapacitation from continuing the 
practice of law by reason of mental infirmity or illness or because 
of addiction to drugs or intoxicants. 

 
Where the Court enters an order under (f)(1)(ii), the Board shall promptly transmit a 
certified copy of the order to the president judge, whose jurisdiction and authority 
under this rule shall extend to all client matters of the respondent-attorney. 

 
Where the Court enters an order under (f)(1)(i) or (ii) before the issuance of a rule or 
before the entry of an order of temporary suspension under paragraph (f)(2), the Court 
Prothonotary shall serve a certified copy of the Court’s order on the respondent-
attorney by regular mail addressed to the address furnished by the respondent-
attorney in the last registration [statement] form filed by the respondent-attorney 
and to an address where the respondent-attorney is located if that address is known. 

 
*** 
 

(g) Costs and fees. -- 
 

(1) [The] Unless otherwise directed by the Supreme Court, [in its 
discretion may direct that] the respondent-attorney shall pay the 
necessary expenses incurred in the investigation and prosecution of a 
proceeding which results in the imposition of discipline or transfer to 
disability inactive status [shall be paid by the respondent-attorney]. All 
expenses taxed under this paragraph pursuant to orders of suspension that 
are not stayed in their entirety or disbarment shall be paid by the respondent-
attorney within 30 days after notice transmitted to the respondent-attorney of 
taxed expenses. In all other cases, expenses taxed under this paragraph shall 
be paid by the respondent-attorney within 30 days of entry of the order taxing 
the expenses against the respondent-attorney. 
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(2) In the event a proceeding is concluded by informal admonition, 
private reprimand or public reprimand, the Board in its discretion may direct 
that the necessary expenses incurred in the investigation and prosecution of 
the proceeding shall be paid by the respondent-attorney. All expenses taxed 
by the Board under this paragraph shall be paid by the respondent-attorney 
within 30 days of entry of the order taxing the expenses against the 
respondent-attorney. The expenses which shall be taxable under this 
paragraph shall be prescribed by Board rules. 
 
[(3) Failure to pay taxed expenses within 30 days after the date of the 

entry of the order taxing such expenses in cases other than a suspension that 
is not stayed in its entirety or disbarment will be deemed a request to be 
administratively suspended pursuant to Rule 219(l). 

 

(4) In addition to the payment of any expenses under paragraph (1) or 
(2), the respondent-attorney shall pay upon final order of discipline an 
administrative fee pursuant to the following schedule: 

 

Informal Admonition: $250 
Private Reprimand: $400 
Public Reprimand: $500 
Public Censure: $750 
Suspension (1 year or less): $1,000 
Suspension (more than 1 year): $1,500 
Disbarment: $2,000 
Disbarment on Consent: $1,000  
Transfer to Inactive Status following discipline $1,000 

 
(i) Where a disciplinary proceeding concludes by Joint Petition 

for Discipline on Consent other than disbarment prior to the commencement 
of the hearing, the fee imposed shall be reduced by 50%. 

 
(ii) Where a disciplinary proceeding concludes by Joint Petition 

for Discipline on Consent other than disbarment subsequent to the 
commencement of the hearing, the Board in its discretion may reduce the fee 

by no more than 50%.] 

 
(3) In addition to the payment of any expenses under paragraph (1) or 

(2), the respondent-attorney shall pay upon assessment an administrative fee 
pursuant to the following schedule: 

 

Informal Admonition: $250 
Private Reprimand: $400 
Public Reprimand: $500 
Public Censure: $750 
Suspension (1 year or less): $1,000 
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Suspension (more than 1 year): $1,500 
Disbarment: $2,000 
Disbarment on Consent: $1,000 
Disability Inactive under Rule 301(e): $500 

 

(i) Where a disciplinary proceeding concludes by Joint 
Petition for Discipline on Consent other than disbarment prior to the 
commencement of the hearing, the fee imposed shall be reduced by 
50%. 

 

(ii) Where a disciplinary proceeding concludes by Joint 
Petition for Discipline on Consent other than disbarment subsequent to 
the commencement of the hearing, the Board in its discretion may 
reduce the fee by no more than 50%. 

 

(4) Failure to pay taxed expenses and administrative fees within 30 days 
after the date of the entry of the order taxing such expenses in cases other 
than a suspension that is not stayed in its entirety or disbarment will be 
deemed a request to be administratively suspended pursuant to Enforcement 
Rule 219(g)(3). 

 

(5) Assessed Penalties on Unpaid Taxed Expenses and Administrative Fees. 

 

   (i) Failure to pay taxed expenses within thirty days of the 
assessment becoming final in accordance with subdivisions (g)(1) [and]  
or (g)(2), [and/or] or failure to pay administrative fees assessed in 
accordance with subdivision [(g)(4)] (g)(3) within thirty days of notice 
transmitted to the respondent-attorney, shall result in the assessment of a 
penalty, levied monthly at the rate of 0.8% of the unpaid principal balance, 
or such other rate as established by the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, 
from time to time. 

   (ii) Monthly penalties shall not be retroactively assessed against 
unpaid balances existing prior to the enactment of the rule; monthly 
penalties shall be assessed against these unpaid balances prospectively, 
starting 30 days after the effective date of the rule. 

 
(iii) The Disciplinary Board for good cause shown, may reduce 

the penalty or waive it in its entirety. 

 
 

Note: The Board shall charge a collection fee for any payment that 
has been returned to the Board unpaid. 

 
 
*** 

Rule 212. Substituted service. 
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In the event a respondent-attorney cannot be located and personally served with 

notices required under these rules, such notices may be served upon the respondent- 
attorney by addressing them to the address furnished by the respondent-attorney in the last 
registration [statement] form filed by such person in accordance with Enforcement Rule 
[219(d)] 219(c) (relating to annual registration [of attorneys] and assessment) or, in the 
case of a foreign legal consultant, by serving them pursuant to the designation filed by the 
foreign legal consultant under Pennsylvania Bar Admission Rule 341(b)(8). 

 
 
 
*** 

Rule 216. Reciprocal discipline and disability. 
 

(a) Upon receipt of a certified copy of a final adjudication of any court or any body 
authorized by law or by rule of court to conduct disciplinary proceedings against attorneys 
by any state or territory of the United States or of the District of Columbia, a United States 
court, or a federal administrative agency or a military tribunal demonstrating that an attorney 
admitted to practice in this Commonwealth has been disciplined by suspension, 
disbarment, or revocation of license or pro hac vice admission, or has resigned from the 
bar or otherwise relinquished his or her license to practice while under disciplinary 
investigation in another jurisdiction or has been transferred to disability inactive status, the 
Supreme Court shall forthwith issue a notice directed to the respondent-attorney containing: 

 
(1) a copy of the final adjudication described in paragraph (a); and 

 
(2) an order directing that the respondent-attorney inform the Court within 30 

days from service of the notice, of any claim by the respondent-attorney that the 
imposition of the identical or comparable discipline or disability inactive status in this 
Commonwealth would be unwarranted, and the reasons therefor. 

 
The Board shall cause this notice to be served upon the respondent-attorney by 

mailing it to the address furnished by the respondent-attorney in the last registration 
[statement] form filed by such person in accordance with Enforcement Rule [219(d)] 
219(c) (relating to annual registration [of attorneys] and assessment) or, in the case of a 
foreign legal consultant, by serving it pursuant to the designation filed by the foreign legal 
consultant under Pennsylvania Bar Admission Rule 341(b)(8). 

 
 

*** 

Rule 217. Formerly admitted attorneys. 
 

(a) A formerly admitted attorney shall promptly notify, or cause to be promptly 
notified, all clients being represented in pending matters, other than litigation or 
administrative proceedings, of the disbarment, suspension, temporary suspension, 
administrative suspension or transfer to disability inactive status and the consequent 
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inability of the formerly admitted attorney to act as an attorney after the effective date of the 
disbarment, suspension, temporary suspension, administrative suspension or transfer to 
disability inactive status and shall advise said clients to seek legal advice elsewhere. The 
notice required by this subdivision (a) may be delivered by the most efficient method 
possible as long as the chosen method is successful and provides proof of receipt. At the 
time of the filing of the verified statement of compliance required by subdivision (e)(1) of 
this Rule, the formerly admitted attorney shall file copies of the notices required by this 
subdivision and proofs of receipt with the Board and shall serve a conforming copy on 
Disciplinary Counsel. See D.Bd. Rules § 91.91(b) (relating to filing of copies of notices). 

 
Note: Notice may be accomplished, for example, by delivery in person 
with the lawyer securing a signed receipt, electronic mailing with some 
form of acknowledgement from the client other than a “read receipt,” and 
mailing by registered or certified mail, return receipt requested. 

 
(b) A formerly admitted attorney shall promptly notify, or cause to be promptly 

notified, all clients who are involved in pending litigation or administrative proceedings, and 
the attorney or attorneys for each adverse party in such matter or proceeding, of the 
disbarment, suspension, temporary suspension, administrative suspension or transfer to 
disability inactive status and consequent inability of the formerly admitted attorney to act 
as an attorney after the effective date of the disbarment, suspension, temporary 
suspension, administrative suspension or transfer to disability inactive status. The notice 
to be given to the client shall advise the prompt substitution of another attorney or attorneys 
in place of the formerly admitted attorney. In the event the client does not obtain substitute 
counsel before the effective date of the disbarment, suspension, temporary suspension, 
administrative suspension or transfer to disability inactive status, it shall be the 
responsibility of the formerly admitted attorney to move in the court or agency in which the 
proceeding is pending for leave to withdraw. The notice to be given to the attorney or 
attorneys for an adverse party shall state the place of residence of the client of the formerly 
admitted attorney. The notice required by this subdivision (b) may be delivered by the most 
efficient method possible as long as the chosen method is successful and provides proof 
of receipt. See Note after subdivision (a), supra. At the time of the filing of the verified 
statement of compliance required by subdivision (e)(1) of this Rule, the formerly admitted 
attorney shall file copies of the notices required by this subdivision and proofs of receipt 
with the Board and shall serve a conforming copy on Disciplinary Counsel. See D.Bd. Rules 
§ 91.92(b) (relating to filing of copies of notices). 

 

(c) A formerly admitted attorney shall promptly notify, or cause to be promptly 
notified, of the disbarment, suspension, temporary suspension, administrative 
suspension or transfer to disability inactive status: 

 

(1) all persons or their agents or guardians, including but not limited to 
wards, heirs and beneficiaries, to whom a fiduciary duty is or may be owed at any 
time after the disbarment, suspension, temporary suspension, administrative 
suspension or transfer to disability inactive status; 

 

(2) all other persons with whom the formerly admitted attorney may at any 
time expect to have professional contacts under circumstances where there is a 
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reasonable probability that they may infer that he or she continues as an attorney in 
good standing; and 

 
(3) any other tribunal, court, agency or jurisdiction in which the attorney is 

admitted to practice. 
 

The notice required by this subdivision (c) may be delivered by the most efficient method 
possible as long as the chosen method is successful and provides proof of receipt. See 
Note after subdivision (a), supra. At the time of the filing of the verified statement of 
compliance required by subdivision (e)(1) of this Rule, the formerly admitted attorney shall 
file copies of the notices required by this subdivision and proofs of receipt with the Board 
and shall serve a conforming copy on Disciplinary Counsel. The responsibility of the 
formerly admitted attorney to provide the notice required by this subdivision shall continue for 
as long as the formerly admitted attorney is disbarred, suspended, temporarily 
suspended, administratively suspended or on disability inactive status. 

 

(d) (1) Orders imposing suspension, disbarment, temporary suspension, 
administrative suspension or transfer to disability inactive status shall be effective 30 
days after entry. The formerly admitted attorney, after entry of the disbarment, 
suspension, temporary suspension, administrative suspension or transfer to 
disability inactive status order, shall not accept any new retainer or engage as 
attorney for another in any new case or legal matter of any nature. However, during 
the period from the entry date of the order and its effective date the formerly admitted 
attorney may wind up and complete, on behalf of any client, all matters which were 
pending on the entry date. 

 
*** 

 

(e) (1) Within ten days after the effective date of the disbarment, suspension, 
temporary suspension, administrative suspension or transfer to disability inactive 
status order, the formerly admitted attorney shall file with the Board a verified 
statement and serve a copy on Disciplinary Counsel. In the verified statement, the 
formerly admitted attorney shall: 

(i) aver that the provisions of the order and these rules have been 
fully complied with; 

 

(ii) list all other state, federal and administrative jurisdictions to which 
the formerly admitted attorney is admitted to practice, aver that he or she has 
fully complied with the notice requirements of paragraph (3) of subdivision (c) 
of this Rule, and aver that he or she has attached copies of the notices and 
proofs of receipt required by (c)(3); or, in the alternative, aver that he or she 
was not admitted to practice in any other tribunal, court, agency or jurisdiction; 

 
(iii) aver that he or she has attached copies of the notices required by 

subdivisions (a), (b), and (c)(1) and (c)(2) of this Rule and proofs of receipt, 
or, in the alternative, aver that he or she has no clients, third persons to whom 
a fiduciary duty is owed, or persons with whom the formerly admitted attorney 
has professional contacts, to so notify; 
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(iv) in cases of disbarment or suspension for a period exceeding one 

year, aver that he or she has attached his or her attorney registration license 
card or certificate  for the current year, certificate of admission, any certificate 
of good standing issued by the Court Prothonotary, and any other certificate 
required by subdivision (h) of this Rule to be surrendered; or, in the 
alternative, aver that he or she has attached all such documents within his or 
her possession, or that he or she is not in possession of any of the certificates 
required to be surrendered; 

 
(v) aver that he or she has complied with the requirements of 

paragraph (2) of subdivision (d) of this Rule, and aver that he or she has, to 
the extent practicable, attached proof of compliance, including evidence of 
the destruction, removal, or abandonment of indicia of Pennsylvania practice; 
or, in the alternative, aver that he or she neither had nor employed any indicia 
of Pennsylvania practice; 

 
(vi) in cases of disbarment, suspension for a period exceeding one 

year, temporary suspension under Enforcement Rule 208(f) or 213(g), or 
disability inactive status  under Enforcement Rule 216 or 301, aver that he or 
she has complied with the requirements of paragraph (3) of subdivision (d) of 
this Rule, and aver that he or she has attached proof of compliance, including 
resignation notices, evidence of the closing of accounts, copies of cancelled 
checks and other instruments demonstrating the proper distribution of client 
and fiduciary funds, and requests to cancel advertisements and 
telecommunication listings; or, in the alternative, aver that he or she has no 
applicable appointments, accounts, funds, advertisements, or 
telecommunication listings; 

(vii) aver that he or she has served a copy of the verified statement 
and its attachments on Disciplinary Counsel; 

 

(viii) set forth the residence or other address where communications to 
such person may thereafter be directed; and 

 
(ix) sign the statement. 

 
The statement shall contain an averment that all statements contained therein are 
true and correct to the best of the formerly admitted attorney’s knowledge, 
information and belief, and are made subject to the penalties of 18 Pa.C.S. § 4904 
relating to unsworn falsification to authorities. 

 
Note: A respondent-attorney who is placed on temporary 
suspension is required to comply with subdivision (e)(1) and file a 
verified statement. Upon the entry of a final order of suspension or 
disbarment, the respondent-attorney must file a supplemental 
verified statement containing the information and documentation not 
applicable at the time of the filing of the initial statement, or all of the 
information and documentation required by subdivision (e)(1) if the 
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respondent-attorney has failed to file the initial statement. Although 
the grant of retroactivity is always discretionary, a respondent-
attorney who fails to file a verified statement at the time of temporary 
suspension should not expect a final order to include a reference to 
retroactivity. 

 

*** 
 

(f) The Board shall cause a notice of the suspension, disbarment, temporary 
suspension, administrative suspension or transfer to disability inactive status to be 
published in the legal journal and a newspaper of general circulation in the county in which 
the formerly admitted attorney practiced. The cost of publication shall be assessed against 
the formerly admitted attorney. 

 
(g) The Board shall promptly transmit a certified copy of the order of suspension, 

disbarment, temporary suspension, administrative suspension or transfer to disability 
inactive status to the president judge of the court of common pleas in the judicial district in 
which the formerly admitted attorney practiced. The president judge shall make such further 
order as may be necessary to fully protect the rights of the clients of the formerly admitted 
attorney. 

 
(h) Within ten days after the effective date of an order of disbarment or 

suspension for a period longer than one year, the formerly admitted attorney shall surrender 
to the Board the license card or certificate issued by the Attorney Registration Office under 
Enforcement Rule [219(e)] 219(d) (relating to annual registration [of attorneys] and 
assessment) for the current year, along with any certificate of good standing issued under 
Pennsylvania Bar Admission Rule [201(d)] 201(c) (relating to certification of good 
standing), certificate of admission issued under Pennsylvania Bar Admission Rule 231(d)(3) 
(relating to action by Court Prothonotary), certificate of licensure issued under Pennsylvania 
Bar Admission Rule 341(e)(3) (relating to motion for licensure), Limited In-House Corporate 
Counsel License issued under Pennsylvania Bar Admission Rule 302 (relating to limited in-
house corporate counsel license), limited certificate of admission issued under 
Pennsylvania Bar Admission Rule 303 (relating to limited admission of military attorneys), 
limited certificate of admission issued under Pennsylvania Bar Admission Rule 304 (relating 
to limited admission of attorney spouses of active-duty service members), or limited 
certificate of admission issued under Pennsylvania Bar Admission Rule 311 (relating to 
attorney participants in defender or legal services programs). The Board may destroy the 
annual license card or certificate issued under Enforcement Rule [219(e)] 219(d), but 
shall retain any other documents surrendered under this subdivision and shall return those 
documents to the formerly admitted attorney in the event that he or she is subsequently 
reinstated. 

 
(i) A formerly admitted attorney shall keep and maintain records of the various 

steps taken by such person under these rules so that, upon any subsequent proceeding 
instituted by or against such person, proof of compliance with these rules and with the 
disbarment, suspension, temporary suspension, administrative suspension or transfer to 
disability inactive status order will be available. Proof of compliance with these rules shall 
be a condition precedent to any petition for reinstatement. 
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(j) A formerly admitted attorney may not engage in any form of law-related 

activities in this Commonwealth except in accordance with the following requirements: 
 

*** 
 

(4) Without limiting the other restrictions in this subdivision (j), a formerly 
admitted attorney is specifically prohibited from engaging in any of the following 
activities: 

 
(i) performing any law-related activity for a law firm, organization or 

lawyer if the formerly admitted attorney was associated with that law firm, 
organization or lawyer on or after the date on which the acts which resulted in 
the disbarment, [or] suspension or temporary suspension occurred,  
through and including the effective date of disbarment, [or] suspension or 
temporary suspension; 

 
(ii) performing any law-related services from an office that is not 

staffed by a supervising attorney on a [full time] full-time basis; 
 

(iii) performing any law-related services for any client who in the past 
was represented by the formerly admitted attorney; 

 
(iv) representing himself or herself as a lawyer or person of similar 

status; 
 

(v) having any contact with clients either in person, by telephone, or 
in writing, except as provided in paragraph (3); 

 

(vi) rendering legal consultation or advice to a client; 
 

(vii) appearing on behalf of a client in any hearing or proceeding or 
before any judicial officer, arbitrator, mediator, court, public agency, referee, 
magistrate, hearing officer or any other adjudicative person or body; 

 
(viii) appearing as a representative of the client at a deposition or other 

discovery matter; 
 

(ix) negotiating or transacting any matter for or on behalf of a client 
with third parties or having any contact with third parties regarding such a 
negotiation or transaction; and 

 
(x) receiving, disbursing or otherwise handling client funds. 

 
 

*** 
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Rule 218. Reinstatement proceedings. 
 

(a) An attorney may not resume practice until reinstated by order of the Supreme 
Court after petition pursuant to this rule if the attorney [was]: 

 
[(1) suspended for a period exceeding one year; 

 
(2)] (1) is on retired status, [on] inactive status or [on] administrative 

suspension [if the formerly admitted attorney] and has not been on active status at 
any time within the [past] preceding three years; 

 

Note: An attorney who has been on retired status, inactive 
status, or administrative suspension for three years or less may 
be eligible for reinstatement to active status under Enforcement 
Rule 219(h). 

 

[(3)] (2) [transferred to] assumed inactive status [as a result of the sale 
of] under Enforcement Rule 219(i)(1) in connection with the sale of his or her 
practice pursuant to Rule 1.17(f) of the Pennsylvania Rules of Professional Conduct 
(relating to the sale of a law practice by reason of disability); [or] 

 

(3) was transferred to disability inactive status, except that an attorney 
who is on disability inactive status under Enforcement Rule 301(c) shall be 
subject to the provisions of this rule only if the Court so directs; 

 

(4) was suspended for a period exceeding one year; or 
 

[(4)] (5) was disbarred. 

 
 

*** 
 

(c) The procedure for petitioning for reinstatement from disability inactive 
status, suspension for a period exceeding one year or disbarment is as follows: 

 

*** 
 

(2) Within 60 days after the filing of a petition for reinstatement, Disciplinary 
Counsel shall file a response thereto with the Board and serve a copy on the formerly 
admitted attorney. Upon receipt of the response, the Board shall refer the petition 
and response to a hearing committee in the disciplinary district in which the formerly 
admitted attorney maintained an office at the time of the disbarment or suspension. 
If any other formal disciplinary proceedings are then pending [or have been 
authorized] against the formerly admitted attorney at the time the Board refers the 
matter to a hearing committee or are authorized after the referral and at any 
time prior to the hearing, the reinstatement and disciplinary matters may be heard 
by the same hearing committee. In such case the combined hearing shall be held not 
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later than 45 days after receipt by the Board of the response to the petition for 
reinstatement. 

 
Note: If Disciplinary Counsel objects to reinstatement of the 
formerly admitted attorney, the response to the petition for 
reinstatement should explain in reasonable detail the reasons for 
the objection. 

 

*** 
 

(d) The procedure for petitioning for reinstatement from: retired status for more 

than three years; inactive status for more than three years; administrative suspension for 

more than three years; retired status, inactive status or administrative suspension if the 

formerly admitted attorney has not been on active status at any time within the past three 

years; or after transfer to inactive status as a result of the sale of a law practice pursuant to 

Rule 1.17 of the Pennsylvania Rules of Professional Conduct, is as follows: 

(1) Petitions for reinstatement shall be filed with the Board. 

 

(2) Within 60 days after the filing of a petition for reinstatement, 
Disciplinary Counsel shall either: 

 
(i) file a response thereto with the Board and serve a copy on the 
formerly admitted attorney; or 

 

(ii) file a certification with the Board stating that after a review of the 
petition for reinstatement and reasonably diligent inquiry, Disciplinary 
Counsel has determined that there is no impediment to reinstatement and that 
the petitioner-attorney will meet his or her burden of proof under paragraph 
(d)(3) if the petition were to proceed to hearing under (d)(4). 

 

Note: If Disciplinary Counsel objects to reinstatement of the 

formerly admitted attorney under (d)(2)(i), the response to the 

petition for reinstatement should explain in reasonable detail the 

reasons for the objection. 

 

(3) A formerly admitted attorney [who has been on retired status, 
inactive status or administrative suspension] seeking reinstatement under 
this subdivision (d) shall have the burden of demonstrating that such person has 
the moral qualifications, competency and learning in the law required for admission 
to practice in the Commonwealth. 

 
(4) Upon receipt of a response under (d)(2)(i), the Board shall refer the 

petition and response to a single senior or experienced hearing committee member in 
the disciplinary district in which the formerly admitted attorney maintained an office 
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at the time of transfer to or assumption of retired or inactive status, or transfer to 
administrative suspension; the single senior or experienced hearing committee 
member shall promptly schedule a hearing during which the hearing committee 
member shall perform the functions of a hearing committee under this subdivision 
(d). The rules of the Board may provide for abbreviated procedures to be followed by 
the hearing committee member, except that the abbreviated procedure shall not be 
available at any hearing conducted after review by a designated Board Member 
pursuant to paragraph (d)(6) of this rule. If any other formal disciplinary proceedings 
are then pending [or have been authorized] against the formerly admitted attorney 
at the time the Board refers the matter to a hearing committee or are authorized 
after the referral and at any time prior to the hearing, the reinstatement and 
disciplinary matters may be heard by the same hearing committee. In such case the 
combined hearing shall be held not later than 45 days after receipt by the Board of the 
response to the petition for reinstatement. 

 

*** 
 

(f) (1) At the time of the filing of a petition for reinstatement with the Board, a non-
refundable reinstatement filing fee shall be assessed against a petitioner-attorney. 
The filing fee schedule is as follows: 

 
Reinstatement from disbarment or suspension for more than one year: $1,000 
Reinstatement from administrative suspension (more than three years): $500 
Reinstatement from inactive/retired status (more than three years): $250 
Reinstatement from disability inactive status [pursuant to] under Enforcement 
Rule 301: $250 

 
 

(2) [The] Unless otherwise directed by the Supreme Court, [in its 
discretion may direct that] the petitioner-attorney shall pay the necessary 
expenses incurred in the investigation and processing of the petition for 
reinstatement [be paid by the petitioner-attorney] and in any proceeding that 
results in the grant, denial or withdrawal of the petition. After [the] a Supreme 
Court Order granting reinstatement is entered, the annual [fee] assessment 
required by Enforcement Rule [219(a)] 219(b) for the current year shall be paid to 
the Attorney Registration Office. 

 

(3) Failure to pay expenses taxed under Enforcement Rule 218(f)(2) within 
thirty days of the entry of the Supreme Court Order shall result in the assessment of 
a penalty, levied monthly at the rate of 0.8% of the unpaid principal balance, or such 
other rate as established by the Supreme Court from time to time. The Board, for good 
cause shown, may reduce the penalty or waive it in its entirety. 

 

Note: The Board shall charge a collection fee for any 
payment that has been returned to the Board unpaid. 

 

*** 
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(g) (1) Upon the expiration of any term of suspension not exceeding one year 
and upon the filing thereafter by the formerly admitted attorney with the Board of a 
verified statement showing compliance with all the terms and conditions of the order of 
suspension and of Enforcement Rule 217 (relating to formerly admitted attorneys), 
along with the payment of a non-refundable filing fee of $250, the Board shall certify 
such fact to the Supreme Court, which shall immediately enter an order reinstating the 
formerly admitted attorney to active status, unless such person is subject to another 
outstanding order of temporary suspension, suspension or disbarment. 

 
(2) Paragraph (1) of this subdivision shall not be applicable and a formerly 

admitted attorney shall be subject instead to the other provisions of this rule requiring 
the filing of a petition for reinstatement, if: 

 
(i) other formal disciplinary proceedings are then pending or have 

been authorized against the formerly admitted attorney; 
 

(ii) the formerly admitted attorney has been on retired status, 
inactive status or administrative suspension for more than three years; 

 
(iii) the formerly admitted attorney has not been on active status for 

more than three years due to a combination of retired status, inactive status, 
administrative suspension, temporary suspension and/or a term of 
suspension not exceeding one year and had not been on active status at any 
time within the three-year period preceding the entry of the order; or 

 
(iv) the order of suspension has been in effect for more than three 

years. 
 

[(h) Attorneys who have been on inactive status, retired status or 
administrative suspension for three years or less may be reinstated to the roll of 
those classified as active pursuant to Enforcement Rule 219(h), (i), (j) or (m) (relating 
to annual registration of attorneys) as appropriate. This subdivision (h) does not 
apply to: 

(1) a formerly admitted attorney who, on the date of the filing of the 
request for reinstatement, had not been on active status at any time within the 
preceding three years; or 

 

(2) an attorney who has sold his or her practice pursuant to Rule 
1.17 of the Pennsylvania Rules of Professional Conduct. 

 

(i)] (h) The Board may cause a notice of the reinstatement to be published in one or 

more appropriate legal journals and newspapers of general circulation. The cost of 

publication shall be assessed against the petitioner-attorney. 

 
[(j)] (i) The Board when appropriate shall promptly transmit to the president judge 

of the court of common pleas in the judicial district in which the formerly admitted attorney 
practiced a copy of: 
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(1) [the certification filed with the Court Prothonotary under 

Enforcement Rule 219(h) or (m)] a notice of any action by the Attorney 
Registration Office administratively reinstating an attorney to active status 
under Enforcement Rule 219(h); or 

 

(2) any other order of reinstatement entered under these rules. 
 

[(k)] (j) If Disciplinary Counsel shall have probable cause to believe that any 

formerly admitted attorney: 

 
(1) has failed to comply with this rule or Enforcement Rule 217 (relating to 

formerly admitted attorneys), or 

 
(2) is otherwise continuing to practice law, Disciplinary Counsel may bring an 

action in any court of competent jurisdiction for such injunctive and other relief as may 

be appropriate. 

 
 
 

***
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[Rule 219. Annual registration of attorneys. 
 

(a) Every attorney admitted to practice law in this Commonwealth shall pay 
an annual fee of $195.00 and electronically file the annual fee form provided for in this 
rule by July 1.  The fee shall be collected under the supervision of the Attorney 
Registration Office, which shall make the annual fee form available for filing through a 
link on the Board’s website (http://www.padisciplinaryboard.org) or directly at 
https://ujsportal.pacourts.us.  The said fee shall be used to defray the costs of 
disciplinary administration and enforcement under these rules, and for such other 
purposes as the Board shall, with the approval of the Supreme Court, from time to time 
determine. Upon an attorney’s written request submitted to the Attorney Registration 
Office and for good cause shown, the Attorney Registration Office shall grant an 
exemption from the electronic filing requirement and permit the attorney to file the 
annual fee form in paper form. An attorney may apply to the Board for a waiver of the 
annual fee on the basis of financial hardship by submitting a waiver application and 
required documentation to the Attorney Registration Office by July 1. Financial 
hardship shall be determined by reference to the federal poverty guidelines. 
 

Note:  Pa.R.P.C. 1.15(u) imposes an additional annual fee for 
use by the IOLTA Board, and Pa.R.D.E. 502(b) imposes an 
additional annual fee for use by the Pennsylvania Lawyers 
Fund for Client Security. The grant of a waiver under this 
subdivision (a) shall include waiver of the additional annual 
fees.  

 
 (b) The following shall be exempt from paying the annual fee required by 

subdivision (a): 
 

(1) Justices or judges serving in the following Pennsylvania 
courts of record shall be exempt for such time as they serve in office:   
Supreme, Superior, Commonwealth, Common Pleas, and Philadelphia 
Municipal; and justices or judges serving an appointment for life on any 
federal court; 

  
     (2)  retired attorneys;  
 
 (3) permanently resigned attorneys under Enforcement Rule 404; and 
 

(4)  military attorneys holding a limited certificate of admission issued 
under Pa.B.A.R. 303 (relating to admission of military attorneys). 
 

Note:  The exemption created by subdivision (b)(1) does not 
include Pittsburgh Municipal Court judges,  magisterial 
district judges, arraignment court magistrates or 
administrative law judges.  

 
(c)  On or before May 15 of each year, the Attorney Registration Office shall 

transmit to all attorneys required by this rule to pay an annual fee a notice by e-mail to 
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register electronically by July 1.  Failure to receive notice shall not excuse the filing of 
the annual fee form or payment of the annual fee. 

 
 (d) On or before July 1 of each year all attorneys required by this rule to pay 

an annual fee shall electronically file with the Attorney Registration Office an 
electronically endorsed form prescribed by the Attorney Registration Office in 
accordance with the following procedures: 
 

  (1) The form shall set forth: 
 

(i) The date on which the attorney was admitted to practice, 
licensed as a foreign legal consultant, granted limited admission as an 
attorney participant in defender or legal services programs, issued a 
Limited-In-House Corporate Counsel License, or granted limited 
admission as an attorney spouse of an active-duty service member, and 
a list of all courts (except courts of this Commonwealth) and jurisdictions 
in which the person has ever been licensed to practice law, with the 
current status thereof. 

 
(ii) The current e-mail, residence and office addresses of the 

attorney, the latter two of which shall be an actual street address or rural 
route box number.  The Attorney Registration Office shall refuse to accept 
a form that sets forth only a post office box number for either the 
residence or office address.  A preferred mailing address different from 
those addresses may also be provided on the form and may be a post 
office box number.  The attorney shall indicate which of the addresses, 
the residence, office or mailing address, as well as telephone and fax 
number will be accessible through the website of the Board 
(http://www.padisciplinaryboard.org) and by written or oral request to the 
Board. Upon an attorney’s written request submitted to the Attorney 
Registration Office and for good cause shown, the contact information 
provided by the attorney will be nonpublic information and will not be 
published on the Board’s website or otherwise disclosed.  

  
Note:  Public web docket sheets will show the 
attorney’s address as entered on the court 
docket. 

 
(iii) The name of each Financial Institution, as defined in 

Pa.R.P.C. 1.15(a)(4), within or outside this Commonwealth in which the 
attorney, from May 1 of the previous year to the date of the filing of the 
annual fee form, held funds of a client or a third person subject to Rule 
1.15 of the Pennsylvania Rules of Professional Conduct.  The form shall 
include the name and account number for each account in which the 
attorney held such funds, and each IOLTA Account shall be identified as 
such.  The form provided to a person holding a Limited In-House 
Corporate Counsel License or a Foreign Legal Consultant License need 
not request the information required by this subparagraph. 
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For purposes of this subparagraph, the phrase “funds of a client or a third 
person subject to Rule 1.15 of the Pennsylvania Rules of Professional 
Conduct” means funds that belong to a client or third person and that an 
attorney receives: 
 

(A)  in connection with a client-lawyer relationship; 
 
(B)  as an escrow agent, settlement agent, representative payee, 

personal representative, guardian, conservator, receiver, trustee, agent 
under a durable power of attorney, or other similar fiduciary position; 

 
(C)  as an agent, having been designated as such by a client or 

having been so selected as a result of a client-lawyer relationship or the 
lawyer’s status as such; 

 
(D)  in connection with nonlegal services that are not distinct 

from legal services; 
 
(E)  in connection with nonlegal services that are distinct from 

legal services, and the attorney knows or reasonably should know that 
the recipient of the service might believe that the recipient is receiving 
the protection of a client-lawyer relationship; or 

 
(F)  as an owner, controlling party, employee, agent, or as one 

who is otherwise affiliated with an entity providing nonlegal services and 
the attorney knows or reasonably should know that the recipient of the 
service might believe that the recipient is receiving the protection of a 
client-lawyer relationship. 

Note: For purposes of subparagraph (iii), “funds of a third 

person” shall not include funds held in: 1) an attorney’s 

personal account held jointly; or 2) a custodial account for a 

minor or dependent relative unless the source of any account 

funds is other than the attorney and his or her spouse. 

Note:  If an attorney employed by a law firm receives fiduciary 
funds from or on behalf of a client and deposits or causes 
the funds to be deposited into a law firm account, the 
attorney must report the account of deposit under this 
subparagraph (iii). 
 
(iv)  Every account not reported under subparagraph (iii), that 

held funds of a client or a third person, and over which the attorney had 
sole or shared signature authority or authorization to transfer funds to or 
from the account, during the same time period specified in subparagraph 
(iii).  For each account, the attorney shall provide the name of the financial 
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institution (whether or not the entity qualifies as a “Financial Institution” 
under Pa.R.P.C. 1.15(a)(4)), location, and account number. 

 
Note:  Regarding “funds of a third person,” see Note to Rule 

219(d)(1)(iii) 
 
(v)  Every business operating account maintained or utilized by 

the attorney in the practice of law during the same time period specified 
in subparagraph (iii).  For each account, the attorney shall provide the 
name of the financial institution, location and account number.      

 
(vi) A statement that the attorney is familiar and in compliance 

with Rule 1.15 of the Pennsylvania Rules of Professional Conduct 
regarding the handling of funds and other property of clients and others 
and the maintenance of IOLTA Accounts, and with Rule 221 of the 
Pennsylvania Rules of Disciplinary Enforcement regarding the mandatory 
reporting of overdrafts on fiduciary accounts. 

 
(vii) A statement that any action brought against the attorney by 

the Pennsylvania Lawyers Fund for Client Security for the recovery of 
monies paid by the Fund as a result of claims against the attorney may be 
brought in the Court of Common Pleas of Allegheny, Dauphin or 
Philadelphia County. 

 
(viii) Whether the attorney is covered by professional liability 

insurance on the date of registration in the minimum amounts required by 
Rule of Professional Conduct 1.4(c).  Rule 1.4(c) does not apply to 
attorneys who do not have any private clients, such as attorneys in full-
time government practice or employed as in-house corporate counsel.   

 
Note: The Disciplinary Board will make the information 
regarding insurance available to the public upon written or 
oral request and on its website.  The requirement of Rule 
219(d)(3) that every attorney who has filed an annual fee form 
must give written notice to the Attorney Registration Office 
of any change in the information previously submitted within 
30 days after such change will apply to the information 
regarding insurance.  
 
(ix) Such other information as the Attorney Registration Office 

may from time to time direct. 
 

(2) Payment of the annual fee shall be made in one of two ways:  a) 
electronically by credit or debit card at the time of electronic transmission of the 
form through the online system of the Attorney Registration Office, which 
payment shall include a nominal fee to process the electronic payment; or b) by 
check or money order drawn on a U.S. bank, in U.S. dollars using a printable, 
mail-in voucher.  IOLTA, trust, escrow and other fiduciary account checks 
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tendered in payment of the annual fee will not be accepted. If the annual fee 
form, voucher or payment is incomplete or if a payment of the annual fee has 
been returned to the Board unpaid, the annual fee shall not be deemed to have 
been paid until a collection fee, and one or both of the late payment penalties 
prescribed in subdivision (f) of this rule if assessed, shall also have been paid. 
The amount of the collection fee shall be established by the Board annually after 
giving due regard to the direct and indirect costs incurred by the Board during 
the preceding year for payment returned to the Board unpaid. 

 
(3) Every attorney who has filed the form shall notify the Attorney 

Registration Office in writing of any change in the information previously 
submitted, including e-mail address, within 30 days after such change, which 
notice shall be sent by mail or facsimile transmission, provided, however, that 
any change in  the information required by subsections (d)(1)(iii), (iv) and (v) 
(collectively relating to financial account information) that occurs after the filing 
of the form required by subdivisions (a) and (d)(1) of this rule need only be 
reported on the next regular annual fee form due July 1. Attorneys must 
promptly ensure that IOLTA accounts are properly enrolled with the 
Pennsylvania IOLTA Board pursuant to the applicable IOLTA regulations.  
Failure to timely register and file the next annual fee form shall not excuse this 
subsection’s requirement of reporting changes in financial account information 
on an annual basis on or before July 1, and failure to make such a report shall 
constitute a violation of this rule.   

 
(4) Upon original admission to the bar of this Commonwealth, 

licensure as a Foreign Legal Consultant, issuance of a Limited In-House 
Corporate Counsel License, limited admission as an attorney participant in 
defender or legal services programs, or limited admission as an attorney spouse 
of an active-duty service member, a person shall concurrently file a form under 
this subdivision for the current assessment year, but no annual fee shall be 
payable for the assessment year in which originally admitted or licensed. 

 
(5) Submission of the annual fee form through electronic means 

signifies the attorney’s intent to sign the form.  By submitting the form 
electronically, the attorney certifies that the electronic filing is true and correct.  

 
Note:  Subsection (5) of subdivision (d) incorporates the 
language of In Re:  Provisions for Electronic Filing of 
Attorney Registration Statements, No. 99 Disciplinary Rules 
Docket (Pa. Supreme Court, April 13, 2011). 

 
(e) Upon receipt of a form, or notice of change of information contained 

therein, filed by an attorney in accordance with the provisions of subdivision (d) of this 
rule, and of payment of the required annual fee to practice law in this Commonwealth, 
receipt thereof shall be acknowledged on a certificate or license. 

 
 (f) Any attorney who fails to complete registration by July 16 shall be 
automatically assessed a non-waivable late payment penalty established by the Board.  
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A second, non-waivable late payment penalty established by the Board shall be 
automatically added to the delinquent account of any attorney who has failed to 
complete registration by August 1, at which time the continued failure to comply with 
this rule shall be deemed a request to be administratively suspended.  Thereafter, the 
Attorney Registration Office shall certify to the Supreme Court the name of every 
attorney who has failed to comply with the registration and payment requirements of 
this rule, and the Supreme Court shall enter an order administratively suspending the 
attorney.  The Chief Justice may delegate the processing and entry of orders under 
this subdivision to the Court Prothonotary.  Upon entry of an order of administrative 
suspension, the Attorney Registration Office shall transmit by certified mail, 
addressed to the last known mailing address of the attorney, or by electronic means, 
the order of administrative suspension and a notice that the attorney shall comply with 
Enforcement Rule 217 (relating to formerly admitted attorneys), a copy of which shall 
be included with the notice.   

For purposes of assessing the late payment penalties prescribed by this subdivision 
(f), registration shall not be deemed to be complete until the Attorney Registration 
Office receives a completed annual fee form and satisfactory payment of the annual 
fee and of all outstanding collection fees and late payment penalties.  If payment of the 
delinquency has been returned to the Board unpaid, a collection fee, as established 
by the Board under subdivision (d)(2) of this rule, shall be added to the attorney’s 
delinquent account and registration shall not be deemed to be complete until the 
delinquent account has been paid in full. 

The amount of the late payment penalties shall be established by the Board annually 

pursuant to the provisions of subdivision (h)(3) of this rule. 

 (g) The Attorney Registration Office shall provide to the Board a copy of any 
certification filed by the Attorney Registration Office with the Supreme Court pursuant 
to the provisions of this rule. 
 

(h) An attorney who has been administratively suspended pursuant to 
subdivision (f) for three years or less is not eligible to file the annual fee form 
electronically. The procedure for reinstatement is as follows: 

 
(1)  The formerly admitted attorney shall submit to the Attorney 

Registration Office the form required by subdivision (d)(1) along with payment 
of: 
 

(i) the current annual fee; 
 
(ii) the annual fee that was due in the year in which the attorney 

was administratively suspended; 
 

(iii) the late payment penalties required by paragraph (3); 
 
(iv) any unpaid collection fee; and 

 
(v) a reinstatement fee of $300.00. 
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(2) Upon receipt of the annual fee form, a verified statement showing 

compliance with Enforcement Rule 217 (relating to formerly admitted attorneys), 
and the payments required by paragraph (1), the Attorney Registration Office 
shall so certify to the Board and to the Supreme Court.  Unless the formerly 
admitted attorney is subject to another outstanding order of suspension or 
disbarment or the order has been in effect for more than three years, the filing 
of the certification from the Attorney Registration Office with the Court 
Prothonotary of the Supreme Court shall operate as an order reinstating the 
person to active status.   

 
Where payment of the fees and late payment penalties has been returned to the 
Board unpaid, the Attorney Registration Office shall immediately return the 
attorney to administrative suspension, and the arrears shall not be deemed to 
have been paid until a collection fee, as established by the Board under 
subdivision (d)(2) of this rule, shall also have been paid.  

(3)  A formerly admitted attorney who is administratively suspended 
must pay the late payment penalties incurred in the year in which the formerly 
admitted attorney is transferred to administrative suspension. The amount of 
the late payment penalties shall be established by the Board annually after 
giving due regard to such factors as it considers relevant, including the direct 
and indirect costs incurred by the Board during the preceding year in 
processing the records of attorneys who fail to timely file the form required by 
subdivision (d) of this rule. 
 
(i) Retired Status:  An attorney who has retired must file by mail or deliver in 

person to the Attorney Registration Office an application for retirement and payment 
of any applicable late fees or penalties pursuant to subdivision (f).  Upon the 
transmission of such application from the Attorney Registration Office to the Supreme 
Court, the Court shall enter an order transferring the attorney to retired status, and the 
attorney shall no longer be eligible to practice law.  The retired attorney will be relieved 
from payment of the annual fee imposed by this rule upon active practitioners and 
Enforcement Rule 217 (relating to formerly admitted attorneys) shall not be applicable 
to the formerly admitted attorney unless ordered by the Court in connection with the 
entry of an order of suspension or disbarment under another provision of these rules. 
An attorney on retired status for three years or less may be reinstated in the same 
manner as an inactive attorney, except that the retired attorney shall pay the annual 
active fee for the three most recent years or such shorter period in which the attorney 
was on retired status instead of the amounts required to be paid by an inactive attorney 
seeking reinstatement. The Chief Justice may delegate the processing and entry of 
orders under this subdivision to the Court Prothonotary. 
 

(j) Inactive Status:  An attorney who is not engaged in practice in 
Pennsylvania, has sold his or her practice pursuant to Rule 1.17 of the Pennsylvania 
Rules of Professional Conduct, or is not required by virtue of his or her practice 
elsewhere to maintain active licensure in the Commonwealth may request inactive 
status or continue that status once assumed.  The attorney shall be removed from the 
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roll of those classified as active until and unless such inactive attorney makes a 
request under paragraph (2) of this subdivision (j) for an administrative return to active 
status and satisfies all conditions precedent to the grant of such request; or files a 
petition for reinstatement under subdivision (d) of Enforcement Rule 218 (relating to 
procedure for reinstatement of an attorney who has been on inactive status for more 
than three years, or who is on inactive status and had not been on active status at any 
time within the prior three years) and is granted reinstatement pursuant to the 
provisions of that Enforcement Rule.  

 
(1) An inactive attorney under this subdivision (j) shall continue to file 

the annual form required by subdivision (d), shall file the form through the online 
system identified in subdivision (a), and shall pay an annual fee of $100.00 in the 
manner provided in subdivision (d)(2). Noncompliance with this provision will 
result in the inactive attorney incurring late payment penalties, incurring a 
collection fee for any payment that has been returned to the Board unpaid, and 
being placed on administrative suspension pursuant to and in accordance with 
the provisions of subdivision (f) of this rule.   

 
(2) Administrative Change in Status from Inactive Status to Active 

Status:  An attorney on inactive status may request a resumption of active status 
form from the Attorney Registration Office.  The form must be filed by mail or 
delivered in person to the Attorney Registration Office.  Resumption of active 
status shall be granted unless the inactive attorney is subject to an outstanding 
order of suspension or disbarment, unless the inactive attorney has sold his or 
her practice pursuant to Rule 1.17 of the Pennsylvania Rules of Professional 
Conduct (see Enforcement Rule 218(h)), unless the inactive status has been in 
effect for more than three years, or unless the inactive attorney had not been on 
active status at any time within the preceding three years (see Enforcement Rule 
218(h)),  upon the payment of: 

 
(i)  the active fee for the assessment year in which the 
application for resumption of active status is made or the difference 
between the active fee and the inactive fee that has been paid for 
that year; and  

(ii) any collection fee or late payment penalty that may have 
been assessed pursuant to subdivision (f), prior to the inactive 
attorney’s request for resumption of active status. 

Where payment of fees and penalties has been returned to the Board unpaid, the 
Attorney Registration Office shall immediately return the attorney to inactive status, 
and the arrears shall not be deemed to have been paid until a collection fee, as 
established by the Board under subdivision (d)(2), shall also have been paid. 

Note:  Subdivisions (h), (i) and (j) of this rule do not apply if, 
on the date of the filing of the request for reinstatement, the 
formerly admitted attorney has not been on active status at 
any time within the preceding three years. See Enforcement 
Rule 218(h)(1). 
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(k) Administrative Change in Status From Administrative Suspension to 
Inactive Status:  An inactive attorney who has been administratively suspended for 
failure to file the annual form and pay the annual fee required by subdivision (j)(1) of 
this rule, may request an administrative change in status form from the Attorney 
Registration Office.  The form must be filed by mail or delivered in person to the 
Attorney Registration Office and said Office shall change the status of an attorney 
eligible for inactive status under this subdivision upon receipt of: 

 
(1) the annual form required by subdivision (d); 
 
(2) payment of the annual fee required by subdivision (j)(1); 
 
(3) payment of the annual fee that was due in the year in which the 
attorney was administratively suspended; 
 
(4) payment of all collection fees and late payment penalties assessed 
under subdivisions (d)(2) and (f); and  
 
(5) payment of an administrative processing fee of $100.00. 
 

Where payment of the fees and penalties has been returned to the Board unpaid, the 
Attorney Registration Office shall immediately return the attorney to administrative 
suspension, and the arrears shall not be deemed to have been paid until a collection 
fee, as established by the Board under subdivision (d)(2), shall also have been paid. 
 
An active attorney who has been administratively suspended for failure to file the 
annual form and pay the annual fee required by this rule must comply with subdivision 
(h) before becoming eligible to register as inactive or retired. 
 

Note:  Former subdivision (k), which was adopted by Order 
dated April 16, 2009 (No. 75 Disciplinary Rules Docket No. 1, 
Supreme Court), effective May 2, 2009, established a grace 
period of one year commencing on July 1, 2009 in which any 
attorney who was on inactive status by order of the Supreme 
Court, could request and achieve reinstatement to active 
status under Enforcement Rule 218 or another applicable 
subdivision of Enforcement Rule 219 in order to avoid an 
automatic change in status to administrative suspension.  
The grace period was administratively extended to August 
31, 2010, and any involuntarily inactive attorney who did not 
achieve active status by that date was transferred to 
administrative suspension on September 1, 2010. 

 
(l) The Board shall transmit by certified mail to every attorney who fails to 

pay any taxed expenses under Enforcement Rule 208(g)(3) (relating to costs), 
addressed to the last known address of the attorney, a notice stating: 
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(1) That unless the attorney shall pay all such expenses within 30 days 
after the date of the notice, such failure to pay will be deemed a request to be 
administratively suspended, and at the end of such period the name of the 
attorney will be certified to the Supreme Court, which will enter an order 
administratively suspending the attorney. 

 
(2) That upon entry of the order of administrative suspension, the 

attorney shall comply with Enforcement Rule 217 (relating to formerly admitted 
attorneys), a copy of which shall be enclosed with the notice. 

 
(m) Upon payment of all expenses taxed pursuant to Enforcement Rule 208(g) 

by a formerly admitted attorney on administrative suspension solely for failure to 
comply with subdivision (l) of this rule, the Board shall so certify to the Supreme Court.  
Unless such person is subject to another outstanding order of suspension or 
disbarment or the order has been in effect for more than three years, the filing of the 
certification from the Board with the Court Prothonotary shall operate as an order 
reinstating the person to active status. 
 

 (n) A former or retired justice or judge who is not the subject of an 
outstanding order of discipline affecting his or her right to practice law and who wishes 
to resume the practice of law shall file with the Attorney Registration Office a notice in 
writing.  The notice shall: 
 

 (1) describe: 
 

 (i) any discipline imposed within six years before the date of the 
notice upon the justice or judge by the Court of Judicial Discipline; 

 
 (ii) any proceeding before the Judicial Conduct Board or the 

Court of Judicial Discipline settled within six years before the date of the 
notice on the condition that the justice or judge resign from judicial office 
or enter a rehabilitation program; and 

 
(2) include a waiver available through the Attorney Registration Office 

and signed by the justice or judge, if the notice discloses a proceeding 
described in subsection (1), of the confidentiality of the record in that 
proceeding for the limited purpose of making the record available to the Board 
in any subsequent proceeding under these rules. 

 
An annual fee form will be provided by the Attorney Registration Office.  The form must 
be filed by mail or delivered in person to said Office and be accompanied by payment 
of the full annual fee for the assessment year in which the notice is filed.]   
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Rule 219. Annual registration and assessment. Administrative suspension. 
Administrative changes in status. 

(a) Annual Registration Period. The annual registration period shall run 
from July 1 to June 30. On or before May 15 of each year, the Attorney Registration 
Office shall transmit an electronic notice to register and pay the annual assessment 
by July 1. Failure to receive notice shall not excuse the filing of the annual 
registration form and payment of the annual assessment. 

 
(1) Attorneys required to register. Attorneys on the following license 

statuses are required to register annually: 
(i) Active status. 
(ii) Attorneys holding the following limited licenses: 

(A) Foreign legal consultant; 
(B) Limited In-House Corporate Counsel; 
(C) Attorney participant in defender or legal services 

programs; and 
(D) Attorney spouse of an active-duty service member. 

(iii) Inactive status. 
 

Note: Attorneys admitted to the bar less than one year prior to 
July 1 are required to register. 
 

(2) Attorneys exempt from registration. Attorneys on the following 
license statuses shall be exempt from annual registration: 

(i) Judge status. 
(ii) Retired status. 
(iii) Emeritus status, except that such attorneys shall be 

governed by the renewal provisions of Enforcement Rule 403(g). 
(iv) Military attorney status. 

 

(b) Annual Assessment. On or before July 1 of each year, all attorneys 
required by paragraph (a)(1) of this rule to register, and who elect one of those 
statuses, shall pay an annual assessment. Payment of the annual assessment shall 
be made by credit or debit card or by check or money order drawn on a U.S. financial 
institution in U.S. dollars. Payment shall not be made using an IOLTA, trust, escrow, 
or other fiduciary account. 

 
(1) Active status. The total annual assessment for active status is 

$275. 
(2) Limited licenses. The total annual assessment for attorneys 

holding limited licenses under paragraph (a)(1)(ii) is $275. 
 

(3) Inactive status. The annual assessment for inactive status is 
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$100. 
An attorney may apply to the Board for a waiver of the annual assessment on the basis 
of financial hardship by submitting a waiver application and required documentation 
to the Attorney Registration Office by July 1. Financial hardship shall be determined 
by reference to the federal poverty guidelines. 
 

Note: The total annual assessment required by paragraphs (b)(1) 
and (2) is apportioned as follows: $195 to the Disciplinary Board; 
$50 to the Pennsylvania Lawyers Fund for Client Security, see 
Enforcement Rule 502(b); and $30 to the Pennsylvania Interest on 
Lawyers Trust Accounts Board, see Pa.R.P.C. 1.15(u). The grant of 
a waiver under this subdivision (b) shall include waiver of the 
additional annual fees. 

 
(c) Annual Registration Form. On or before July 1 of each year, all 

attorneys required by paragraph (a)(1) of this rule to register shall electronically file 
with the Attorney Registration Office a registration form. Upon an attorney’s written 
request and for good cause shown, the Attorney Registration Office shall grant an 
exemption from the electronic filing requirement and provide a paper registration 
form to the attorney for filing. 

 
(1) The attorney shall provide the following information on the form: 

(i) The attorney’s current license status in this 
Commonwealth and all other state, federal, and foreign courts and 
jurisdictions in which the attorney is or has ever been licensed to 
practice law. 

(ii) The attorney’s contact information, which shall specify 
information accessible to the public. Upon an attorney’s written 
request and for good cause shown, the contact information will not be 
accessible to the public. 

(iii) The financial accounts and information identified in 
Enforcement Rule 221(q). 

(iv) A statement that: 
(A) the attorney is familiar and in compliance with Rule 

1.15 of the Pennsylvania Rules of Professional Conduct regarding 
the handling of funds and other property of clients and others and 
the maintenance of IOLTA accounts; 

(B) the attorney’s Trust Accounts comply with 
Enforcement Rule 221(h) regarding the mandatory reporting of 
overdrafts on fiduciary accounts; and 

(C) the attorney has reported all of the financial 
accounts and information identified in Enforcement Rule 221(q). 
(v) A statement that any action brought against the attorney by 

the Pennsylvania Lawyers Fund for Client Security for the recovery of 
monies paid by the Fund as a result of claims against the attorney may 
be brought in the Court of Common Pleas of Allegheny, Dauphin or 
Philadelphia County. 

(vi) Whether the attorney is covered by professional liability 
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insurance on the date of registration in the minimum amounts set forth 
in Rule of Professional Conduct 1.4(c); a covered attorney shall 
identify the insurance carrier. 

(vii) Such other information as the Board may from time to time 
direct. 

 
(2) Submission of the annual registration form through electronic 

means signifies the attorney’s intent to sign the form. By submitting the form 
electronically, the attorney certifies that the electronic filing is true and 
correct. 

 
(3) Every attorney who files the form shall notify the Attorney 

Registration Office in writing of any change in the information required under 
paragraphs (c)(1)(i), (ii), and (vi) (relating to license status in other 
jurisdictions, contact information, and professional liability insurance) within 
30 days of such change. 

(i) Changes to the information required by paragraph (c)(1)(iii) 
(relating to financial account information) that occurs after the filing of 
the   registration form need only be reported on the next annual 
registration form.  

(ii) Failure to timely register and file the next annual 
registration form shall not excuse this subdivision’s requirement of 
reporting changes in financial account information on an annual basis 
on or before July 1, and failure to make such a report shall constitute 
a violation of this rule. 

(iii) Attorneys must promptly ensure that IOLTA accounts are 
properly enrolled with the Pennsylvania IOLTA Board pursuant to the 
applicable IOLTA regulations. 

 

 
(d) Proof of Registration. The Attorney Registration Office shall issue a 

license card or certificate to attorneys on active status and to attorneys holding 
limited licenses under paragraph (a)(1)(ii) as acknowledgement of an attorney’s 
completion of registration and payment of the required annual assessment. 

 
(e) Incomplete Registration. The annual registration requirement is not 

satisfied if the registration form is incomplete, if the payment is incomplete, or if 
payment of the annual assessment has been returned to the Board unpaid. 
Registration will be deemed complete upon receipt of the completed registration 
form, satisfactory payment of the annual assessment, and payment of any 
penalties or fees assessed under subdivision (f). 

 
(f) Late Payment Penalties; Collection Fee. 

 

(1) Late payment penalties.  
(i) An attorney who fails to complete registration on or before 

July 16 shall be automatically assessed a late payment penalty that 
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cannot be waived. 
(ii) An attorney who fails to complete registration on or before 

August 1 shall be automatically assessed a second late payment 
penalty that cannot be waived. 

 
(2) Collection fee. The Board shall charge a collection fee for any 

payment that has been returned to the Board unpaid. 
 

(g) Administrative Suspension. 

 

(1) Failure to comply with the annual registration requirements. 
(i) After August 1, the Attorney Registration Office shall certify 

to the Supreme Court the name of every attorney who has failed to 
comply with the requirements of this rule. 

(ii) The Supreme Court shall enter an order administratively 
suspending the named attorneys. 

 
(2) Failure to comply with the Pennsylvania Rules for Continuing 

Legal Education requirements. 
(i) As set forth in Pa.R.C.L.E. 111(b),  the Pennsylvania 

Continuing Legal Education Board shall report to the Supreme Court 
the name of every attorney who has failed to comply with the 
Pennsylvania Rules for Continuing Legal Education. 

(ii) The Supreme Court shall enter an order administratively 
suspending the named attorneys. 

 
(3) Failure to comply with Enforcement Rule 208(g) (relating to costs 

and fees). 
(i) As set forth in Enforcement Rule 208(g)(4), the Board shall 

certify to the Supreme Court the name of every attorney who has failed 
to pay taxed expenses and administrative fees in cases other than a 
suspension that is not stayed in its entirety or disbarment. 

(ii) The Supreme Court shall enter an order administratively 
suspending the named attorneys. 

 

(4) Notice. Upon entry of an order of administrative suspension, 
the Board shall send to the formerly admitted attorney by certified mail or by 
electronic means the order of administrative suspension and provide notice 
that the attorney shall comply with Enforcement Rule 217 (relating to 
formerly admitted attorneys). 

 
(5) Immediate and subsequent restrictions. From the date of entry of 

the order of administrative suspension until the effective date of the order or 
such earlier date on which the attorney satisfies the deficiency that resulted 
in the order of administrative suspension, the attorney shall not accept any 
new cases or other client matters but may continue to represent existing 
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clients on existing matters. On and after the effective date of the order, the 
formerly admitted attorney shall comply with all requirements of 
Enforcement Rule 217 pertaining to administratively suspended attorneys. 

 
(h) Administrative Change to Active Status. 

 

(1) Administrative suspension three years or less. The formerly 
admitted attorney shall submit to the Attorney Registration Office: 

(i) a form available through the Attorney Registration Office; 
(ii) a verified statement that complies with Enforcement Rule 

217(e)(1) and also demonstrates compliance with Rule 217 during the 
term of administrative suspension; and 

(iii) payment of any of the following as may be applicable: 
(A) the active annual assessment for the year in which 

the request for active status is made; 
(B) the assessment that was due for the year in which 

the attorney was administratively suspended; 
(C) late payment penalties under subdivision (f); 
(D) a collection fee under subdivision (f); 
(E) payment of any outstanding costs and fees under 

Enforcement Rule 208(g); and 
(F) an administrative fee. 

 
If the order of administrative suspension was for the failure to comply under 
paragraph (g)(2) with the Pennsylvania Rules of Continuing Legal Education 
requirements, then administrative change to active status under this 
paragraph is contingent on the Attorney Registration Office confirming that 
the formerly admitted attorney has complied with the rules and regulations 
of the Continuing Legal Education Board and is eligible for reinstatement 
under these Enforcement Rules. 

(2) Inactive status three years or less. The formerly admitted attorney 
shall submit to the Attorney Registration Office: 

(i) a form available through the Attorney Registration Office; 
(ii) payment of any of the following as may be applicable: 

(A) the active annual assessment for the year in which 
the request for active status is made or the difference between 
the active annual assessment and the inactive annual 
assessment previously paid for that year; 

(B) late payment penalties under subdivision (f); and 
(C) a collection fee under subdivision (f). 

 

(3) Retired status three years or less. The formerly admitted attorney 
shall submit to the Attorney Registration Office: 

(i) a form available through the Attorney Registration Office; 
and 

(ii) the active annual assessment for the year in which the 
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request for active status is made. 
 

(4) Upon determination by the Attorney Registration Office that the 
applicable requirements have been satisfied, the Attorney Registration 
Office shall process the requested status change. 

 
(5) The procedures under paragraph (1), (2) and (3) do not apply to: 

(i) a formerly admitted attorney who, on the date of the 
request for active status, has not been on active status at any time 
within the preceding three years; 

(ii) a formerly admitted attorney who has sold his or her law 
practice by reason of disability and who has been transferred to 
inactive status pursuant to Enforcement Rule 301 or 219(i)(1), as 
required by Rule of Professional Conduct 1.17(f) (relating to the sale 
of a law practice by reason of disability);  

(iii) a formerly admitted attorney who is subject to an 
outstanding order of disability inactive status, suspension, 
temporary suspension, or disbarment; or 

(iv) a formerly admitted attorney who, on the date of the 
request for active status, has an outstanding obligation to the 
Lawyers Fund for Client Security. 

 
(i) Administrative Change to Inactive or Retired Status. 

 

(1) Active status to inactive status. An  attorney on  active status 
seeking to assume inactive status during a  time  outside  the annual attorney 
registration period shall submit a request for inactive status form to the 
Attorney Registration Office. 

 
Note: An attorney who is not: engaged in practice in 
Pennsylvania, handling Pennsylvania legal matters, or required 
by his or her practice elsewhere to maintain active licensure in 
the Commonwealth may request inactive status. An attorney who 
sells his or her practice by reason of disability must transfer to 
inactive status pursuant to this paragraph (i)(1) unless a transfer 
to disability inactive status pursuant to Enforcement Rule 301 
occurs. See Pennsylvania Rule of Professional Conduct 1.17(f). 

 

(2) Active or inactive status to retired status. An attorney on active 
or inactive status seeking to assume retired status during a time outside the 
annual attorney registration period shall submit a request for retired status 
form to the Attorney Registration Office. 

 
(3) Administrative suspension to inactive status. A formerly admitted 

attorney seeking to resume inactive status after transfer to administrative 
suspension from inactive status shall submit to the Attorney Registration 
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Office: 
(i) a form available through the Attorney Registration Office; 
(ii) a verified statement that complies with Enforcement Rule 

217(e)(1) and also demonstrates continued compliance with Rule 217 
during the term of administrative suspension; and 

(iii) payment of any of the following as may be applicable: 
(A) the inactive annual assessment for the year in which 

the request for inactive status is made; 
(B) the inactive annual assessment that was due in the 

year in which the attorney was administratively suspended; 
(C) late payment penalties under subdivision (f); 
(D) a collection fee under subdivision (f); 
(E) payment of any outstanding costs and fees under 

Enforcement Rule 208(g); and 
(F) an administrative fee. 

 

(4) Administrative suspension to retired status. A formerly 
admitted attorney seeking retired status after transfer to administrative 
suspension shall submit to the Attorney Registration Office: 

(i) a form available through the Attorney Registration Office; 
(ii) a verified statement that complies with Enforcement Rule 

217(e)(1) and also demonstrates continued compliance with Rule 217 
during the term of administrative suspension; 

(iii) payment of any outstanding costs and fees under 
Enforcement Rule 208(g); and 

(iv) an administrative fee. 

A formerly admitted attorney retired under paragraph (i)(4) who seeks to 
resume active status where a petition for reinstatement is not required shall 
pay all outstanding arrears assessed and satisfy all deficiencies in 
connection with the transfer to administrative suspension. 

(5) Upon determination by the Attorney Registration Office that the 
applicable requirements have been satisfied, the Attorney Registration 
Office shall process the requested status change. 
 
(j) Judge status. 

 
(1) An attorney who commences judicial service as a justice or 

judge on the following courts shall be assigned judge status by the Attorney 
Registration Office: 

(i) Pennsylvania courts of record: Supreme, Superior, 
Commonwealth, Common Pleas, and Philadelphia Municipal; and 

(ii) federal courts: Supreme, Court of Appeals, Bankruptcy, 
and District Court, including full-time and part-time magistrate 
judges not otherwise engaged in the practice of law. 
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(2) At the conclusion of judicial service, an attorney holding judge 
status shall: 

(i) within 20 days, notify the Attorney Registration Office in 
writing of the conclusion of judicial service; and 

(ii) within 60 days, elect either active status under paragraph (3) 
or retired status under paragraph (4). 

 
(3) Administrative change to active status within 60 days of 

conclusion of judicial service. A former justice or judge on judge status who 
seeks to resume active status upon conclusion of judicial service shall, 
within 60 days, submit to the Attorney Registration Office: 

(i) a form available through the Attorney Registration Office; 
(ii) a notice in writing which shall set forth: 

(A) any discipline imposed within six years before the date 
of the notice upon the justice or judge by the Court of Judicial 
Discipline; and 

(B) any proceeding before the Judicial Conduct Board or 
the Court of Judicial Discipline settled within six years before 
the date of the notice on the condition that the justice or judge 
resign from judicial office or enter a rehabilitation program; 
(iii) a waiver available through the Attorney Registration Office 

and signed by the former justice or judge of the confidentiality of the 
record in any proceeding disclosed in the notice provided under 
paragraph (ii), for the limited purpose of making the record available 
to the Board in any subsequent proceeding under these rules;  

(iv) payment of the active annual assessment for the year in 
which the request for active status is made. 

 
(4) Administrative change to retired status within 60 days of 

conclusion of judicial service. A former justice or judge on judge status who 
seeks to assume retired status upon conclusion of judicial service shall, 
within 60 days, submit to the Attorney Registration Office a form available 
through that office. 

 
(5) Upon determination by the Attorney Registration Office that the 

application requirements of paragraph (3) or (4) have been satisfied, the 
Attorney Registration Office shall process the requested status change. 

 
(6) A former justice or judge on judge status who fails to elect a new 

registration status within 60 days of concluding judicial service shall be 
placed on retired status by the Attorney Registration Office. 
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*** 
 

Rule 221. Funds of clients and third persons. Mandatory overdraft notification. 
 

*** 

(g) The records required to be maintained by Pa.R.P.C. 1.15 shall be readily 
accessible to the lawyer and available for production to the Pennsylvania Lawyers Fund for 
Client Security and the Office of Disciplinary Counsel in a timely manner upon request or 
demand by either agency made pursuant to these Enforcement Rules, the Rules of the 
Board, the Pennsylvania Lawyers Fund for Client Security Board Rules and Regulations, 
agency practice, or subpoena. 

 
(1) Upon a request by Disciplinary Counsel under this subdivision (g), 

which request may take the form of a letter to the respondent-attorney briefly stating 
the basis for the request and identifying the type and scope of the records sought to 
be produced, a respondent-attorney must produce the records within ten business 
days after personal service of the letter on the respondent-attorney or after the 
delivery of a copy of the letter to an employee, agent or other responsible person at 
the office of the respondent-attorney as determined by the address furnished by the 
respondent-attorney in the last registration [statement] form filed by the respondent-
attorney pursuant to Enforcement Rule [219(d)] 219(c), but if the latter method of 
service is unavailable, within ten business days after the date of mailing a copy of 
the letter to the last registered address or addresses set forth on the [statement] 
form. 

 

 

*** 

 
(q) An attorney required to file the registration form under Enforcement 

Rule 219(a), with the exception of a person holding a Limited In-House Corporate 
Counsel License under Pennsylvania Bar Admission Rule 302 or a foreign legal 
consultant license under Pennsylvania Bar Admission Rule 341, shall identify the 
financial accounts enumerated in paragraphs (1) – (3) during the period from May 1 
of the previous year to the date of the filing of the registration form. For each account, 
the attorney shall provide the name of the Financial Institution, as defined in 
Pa.R.P.C. 1.15(a)(4), or other bank or investment fund as allowed by Pa.R.P.C. 1.15(k) 
and (l), its location within or outside the Commonwealth, account number, type of 
account, and whether the account held funds subject to Pa.R.P.C. 1.15. The attorney 
shall identify: 

 

(1) all accounts in which the attorney held funds of a client or a 

third person subject to Pa.R.P.C. 1.15;  

Note: See paragraph (r)(1) of this rule for the definition of 

“funds of a client or a third person subject to  Pa.R.P.C. 

1.15” and paragraph (r)(2) for exclusions from the definition of 
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“funds of a third person.” 

 

Note: If an attorney employed by a law firm receives fiduciary 

funds from or on behalf of a client and deposits or causes the 

funds to be deposited into a law firm account, the attorney must 

report the account of deposit pursuant to this paragraph (1). 
 

(2) every account not reported under paragraph (1) that held funds of 

a client or a third person (whether or not subject to Pa.R.P.C. 1.15) over 

which the attorney had sole or shared signature authority or authorization 

to transfer funds to or from the account; and 
 

(3) every business operating account maintained or utilized by the 

attorney in the practice of law. 
 

Note: The type of account shall be identified as an IOLTA Trust 

Account, see Pa.R.P.C. 1.15(a)(5); Non-IOLTA Trust Account 

(Interest for Clients), see Pa.R.P.C. 1.15(a)(7), (k), (l); IOLTA-exempt 

Trust Account (non-interest bearing), see Pa.R.P.C. 1.15(n); other 

authorized investments or accounts, see Pa.R.P.C. 1.15(k) and (l); or 

Business/Operating Account, see Pa.R.P.C. 1.15(j).  
 

(r) For purposes of subdivision (q) of this rule, the phrase: 
 

 (1) “funds of a client or a third person subject to Pa.R.P.C. 1.15” means 

funds that belong to a client or third person and that an attorney receives: 
 

(i) in connection with a client-attorney relationship; 
 

(ii) as an escrow agent, settlement agent, representative 

payee, personal representative, guardian, conservator, receiver, 

trustee, agent under a durable power of attorney, or other similar 

fiduciary position; 
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(iii) as an agent, having been designated as such by a client 
or having been so selected as a result of a client-attorney 
relationship  or the attorney’s status as such; 

 

(iv) in connection with nonlegal services that are not distinct 

from legal services; 
 

(v) in connection with nonlegal services that are distinct 

from legal services, and the attorney knows or reasonably should 

know that the recipient of the service might believe that the recipient 

is receiving the protection of a client-attorney relationship; or 
 

(vi) as an owner, controlling party, employee, agent, or as 

one who is otherwise affiliated with an entity providing nonlegal 

services and the attorney knows or reasonably should know that the 

recipient of the service might believe that the recipient is receiving the 

protection of a client-attorney relationship; 
 

 (2) “funds of a third person” shall not include funds held in: 
 

(i)  an attorney’s personal account held jointly; or 
 

(ii) a custodial account for a minor or dependent relative 

unless the source of any account funds is other than the attorney 

and his or her spouse or spousal equivalent. 

 

*** 

 

Rule 301. Proceedings where an attorney is declared to be incapacitated or 
severely mentally disabled. 

 

*** 
 
(c) Where an attorney has been judicially declared incapacitated or 

involuntarily committed on the grounds of incapacity or severe mental disability, the 
Supreme Court, upon proper proof of the fact, shall enter an order transferring such 
attorney to disability inactive status effective immediately and for an indefinite period 
until the further order of the Court.  A copy of such order shall be served upon such 
formerly admitted attorney, the guardian of such person and/or the director of the 
institution to which such person has been committed in such a manner as the Court may 
direct.  Where an attorney has been transferred to disability inactive status by an order 
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in accordance with the provisions of this subdivision and, thereafter, in proceedings duly 
taken, the person is judicially declared to be competent, the Court upon application may 
dispense with further evidence that the disability has been removed and may direct 
reinstatement to active status upon such terms as are deemed proper and advisable. 
 

(d) Whenever the Board shall petition the Court to determine whether an 
attorney is incapacitated from continuing the practice of law by reason of mental infirmity 
or illness or because of addiction to drugs or intoxicants, the Court may take or direct 
such action as it deems necessary or proper to determine whether the attorney is so 
incapacitated, including the examination of the attorney by such qualified medical experts 
as the Court shall designate. If, upon due consideration of the matter, the Court concludes 
that the attorney is incapacitated from continuing to practice law, it shall enter an order 
transferring the attorney to disability inactive status on the grounds of such disability for 
an indefinite period and until the further order of the Court. If examination of a respondent-
attorney by a qualified medical expert reveals that the respondent lacks the capacity to 
aid effectively in the preparation of a defense, the Court may order that any pending 
disciplinary proceeding against the respondent shall be held in abeyance except for the 
perpetuation of testimony and the preservation of documentary evidence.  The order of 
abatement may provide for re-examinations of the respondent-attorney at specified 
intervals or upon motion by Disciplinary Counsel.  The Court shall provide for such notice 
to the respondent-attorney of proceedings in the matter as it deems proper and advisable 
and may appoint an attorney to represent the respondent if the respondent is without 
adequate representation. 
 

(e) If, during the course of a disciplinary proceeding, the respondent contends 
that the respondent is suffering from a disability by reason of mental or physical infirmity 
or illness, or because of addiction to drugs or intoxicants, which makes it impossible for 
the respondent to prepare an adequate defense, the respondent shall complete and file 
with the Court a certificate of admission of disability.  The respondent shall serve a copy 
of the certificate on the Board and Disciplinary Counsel.  The certificate shall: 

 
 (1)  identify the precise nature of the disability and the specific or 
approximate date of the onset or initial diagnosis of the disabling condition; 
 
 (2)  contain an explanation of the manner in which the disabling condition 
makes it impossible for the respondent to prepare an adequate defense; 
 
 (3)  have appended thereto the opinion of at least one medical expert 
that the respondent is unable to prepare an adequate defense and a statement 
containing the basis for the medical expert’s opinion; and 
 
 (4)   contain a statement, signed by the respondent, that all averments of 
material fact contained in the certificate and attachments are true upon the 
respondent’s knowledge or information and belief and made subject to the 
penalties of 18 Pa.C.S. § 4904 relating to unsworn falsification to authorities. 
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The respondent may attach to the certificate affidavits, medical records, additional 
medical expert reports, official records, or other documents in support of the 
existence of the disabling condition or the respondent’s contention of lack of 
physical or mental capacity to prepare an adequate defense. 
 
Upon receipt of the certificate, the Court thereupon shall enter an order 
immediately transferring the respondent to disability inactive status until a 
determination is made of the respondent's capacity to aid effectively in the 
preparation of a defense or to continue to practice law in a proceeding instituted in 
accordance with the provisions of subdivision (d) of this rule unless the Court finds 
that the certificate does not comply with the requirements of this subdivision, in 
which case the Court may deny the request for transfer to disability inactive status 
or enter any other appropriate order.  Before or after the entry of the order 
transferring the respondent to disability inactive status under this subdivision, the 
Court may, upon application by Disciplinary Counsel and for good cause shown, 
take or direct such action as the Court deems necessary or proper to a 
determination of whether it is impossible for the respondent to prepare an 
adequate defense, including a direction for an examination of the respondent by 
such qualified medical experts as the Court shall designate.  In its discretion, the 
Court may direct that the expense of such an examination shall be paid by the 
respondent. 

 
The order transferring the attorney to disability inactive status under this 
subdivision shall be a matter of public record.  The certificate of admission of 
disability and attachments to the certificate shall not be publicly disclosed or made 
available for use in any proceeding other than a subsequent reinstatement or 
disciplinary proceeding except: 

 
(i) upon order of the Supreme Court; 

(ii) pursuant to an express written waiver by the attorney; or 
 

(iii) upon a request by the Pennsylvania Lawyers Fund for Client Security 
Board pursuant to Enforcement Rule 521(a) (relating to cooperation 
with Disciplinary Board). 

 
If the Court shall determine at any time that the respondent is able to aid effectively 
in the preparation of a defense or is not incapacitated from practicing law, it shall 
take such action as it deems proper and advisable including a direction for the 
resumption of the disciplinary proceeding against the respondent. 

 
(f) The Board shall cause a notice of transfer to disability inactive status to be 

published in the legal journal and a newspaper of general circulation in the county in which 
the disabled attorney practiced. 
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(g) The Board shall promptly transmit a certified copy of the order of transfer to 
disability inactive status to the president judge of the court of common pleas of the 
judicial district in which the disabled attorney practiced and shall request such action 
under the provisions of Enforcement Rule 321 (relating to appointment of conservator to 
protect interests of clients of absent attorney) as may be indicated in order to protect the 
interests of the disabled attorney and the clients of the disabled attorney. 

 
(h) Except as provided in subdivision (c), a disabled attorney may not resume 

active status until reinstated by order of the Court upon petition for reinstatement pursuant 
to Rule 218 (relating to reinstatement proceedings). A disabled attorney shall be entitled 
to apply for reinstatement to active status once a year or at such shorter intervals as the 
Court may direct in the order transferring the respondent to disability inactive status or 
any modification thereof. Such application shall be granted by the Court upon a showing 
by clear and convincing evidence that the formerly admitted attorney's disability has been 
removed and such person is fit to resume the practice of law. Upon such application, the 
Court may take or direct such action as it deems necessary or proper to a determination 
of whether the formerly admitted attorney's disability has been removed including a 
direction for an examination of the formerly admitted attorney by such qualified medical 
experts as the Court shall designate. In its discretion, the Court may direct that the 
expense of such an examination shall be paid by the formerly admitted attorney. 

 
(i) In a proceeding seeking a transfer to disability inactive status under this 

Rule, the burden of proof shall rest with the Board. In a proceeding seeking an order of 
reinstatement to active status under this rule, the burden of proof shall rest with the 
respondent-attorney. 
 

(j) The filing of an application for reinstatement to active status by a formerly 
admitted attorney transferred to disability inactive status [because of disability] shall 
be deemed to constitute a waiver of any doctor-patient privilege with respect to any 
treatment of formerly admitted attorney during the period of disability. The formerly 
admitted attorney shall be required to disclose the name of every psychiatrist, 
psychologist, physician and hospital or other institution by whom or in which the formerly 
admitted attorney has been examined or treated since transfer to disability inactive 
status and shall furnish to the Court written consent to each to divulge such information 
and records as requested by court appointed medical experts. 
 

(k) As used in this rule, the term "disabled attorney" means an attorney 
transferred to disability inactive status under this rule.  

 

*** 
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Rule 321.  Appointment of conservator to protect interests of clients of absent 
attorney. 

 
 

(a) Upon application of Disciplinary Counsel or any other interested person with 
the written concurrence of Disciplinary Counsel, the president judge of a court of common 
pleas shall have the power to appoint one or more eligible persons to act as conservators 
of the affairs of an attorney or formerly admitted attorney if: 
 

(1) the attorney maintains or has maintained an office for the practice of 
law within the judicial district; and 

 
  (2) any of the following applies: 

 
(i) the attorney is made the subject of an order under Enforcement 

Rule 208(f) (relating to emergency interim suspension orders and related 
matters); or 

 
(ii) the president judge of the court of common pleas pursuant to 

Enforcement Rule 217(g) (relating to formerly admitted attorneys) by order 
directs Disciplinary Counsel to file an application under this rule; or 

 
(iii) the attorney abandons his or her practice, disappears, dies or 

is transferred to disability inactive status [because of incapacity or 
disability]; and 

 
 (3) no partner or other responsible successor to the practice of the 

attorney is known to exist.  
 

*** 

 

Rule 401. Expenses. 
 

 The salaries of the Disciplinary Board employees, their expenses, administrative 
costs, expenses of the members of the Board and of hearing committees, and expenses 
and compensation, if any, of special masters shall be paid by the Board out of the funds 
collected under the provisions of Enforcement Rule 219 (relating to annual registration 
[of attorneys] and assessment) and Enforcement Rule 208 (relating to costs and fees). 
The Board shall annually obtain an independent audit by a certified public accountant of 
the funds entrusted to it and their disposition and shall file a copy of such audit with the 
Court. 
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Rule 402. Access to Disciplinary Information and Confidentiality. 
 

*** 

 
(c) Until the proceedings are open under subdivision (a) or (b), all proceedings 

involving allegations of misconduct by or disability of an attorney shall be kept confidential 
unless: 
 

 (1) the respondent-attorney requests that the matter be public, or waives 
confidentiality for a particular purpose specified in writing; 

 
 (2) the investigation is predicated upon a conviction of the respondent-

attorney for a crime or reciprocal discipline; 
 
 (3) an order of temporary suspension from the practice of law is entered 

by the Court pursuant to Enforcement Rule 208(f) (relating to emergency 
temporary suspension orders and related relief) or Enforcement Rule 214(d) 
(relating to temporary suspension based on a criminal proceeding), in which case 
the proceedings and filings related to the petition, the order, and any petition to 
dissolve, amend or modify shall be public; 

 
 (4) in matters involving alleged disability, the Supreme Court enters its 

order transferring the respondent-attorney to disability inactive status pursuant to 
Enforcement Rule 301 (relating to proceedings where an attorney is declared to 
be incompetent or is alleged to be incapacitated); or 

 
 (5) there is a need to notify another person or organization, including the 

Lawyers’ Fund for Client Security, in order to protect the public, the administration 
of justice, or the legal profession. 

 
*** 
 
(i) The Board shall transmit notice of all public discipline imposed by the 

Supreme Court, transfers to or from disability inactive status [for disability], and 
reinstatements to the National Lawyer Regulatory Data Bank maintained by the American 
Bar Association. 

 

*** 

Rule 403. Emeritus Status. 

 

*** 
(g) Renewal of Emeritus Status.  An emeritus attorney who is registered to 

provide services under this rule may renew the status on an annual basis.  
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(1) On or before January 1 of each year, the Attorney Registration 

Office shall transmit to all emeritus attorneys a notice to register by January 
31.   

 
(2) On or before January 31 of each year, emeritus  attorneys who 

seek to renew the status shall pay an annual [fee] assessment of $35.00 
and shall file with the Attorney Registration Office a form prescribed by the 
Office which shall include the following: 

 
    (i) The name, attorney identification number, telephone 

number, current email and residence address of the 
attorney, the latter of which shall be an actual street 
address, a rural route box number, or a post office box 
number.  Upon an attorney’s written request submitted to 
the Attorney Registration Office and for good cause 
shown, the contact information provided by the attorney 
will be nonpublic information and will not be published on 
the Board’s website or otherwise disclosed; 

 
(ii) A list of all courts (except courts of this Commonwealth) 

and jurisdictions in which the attorney has been licensed 
to practice law, with the current status thereof; 

 
    (iii) Prior disciplinary record in other jurisdictions;  

 
    (iv) Verification that the attorney is authorized solely to 

provide pro bono services to eligible legal aid 
organizations; 

 
     (v) Verification that the attorney is not permitted to handle  
       client funds; 

 
    (vi) Verification that the attorney will neither ask for nor 

receive compensation of any kind for the legal services 
authorized under this rule; 

 
(3) Failure to file the annual [fee] registration form and pay the 

annual [fee] assessment by January 31 shall result in the transfer to 
retired status.  

 
(h) An emeritus attorney seeking to resume active status should refer to the 

procedures under [provided for in] Enforcement Rule 218(d) [and (h)] or 219(h)(3), 
as applicable. 

 

*** 
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Rule 501. Definitions 
 
The following words and phrases, when used in this subchapter shall have, unless the 
context clearly indicates otherwise, the meaning given to them in this section: 
 
*** 
 
“Claimant.”  A person who [makes application] applies to the Board for a disbursement 
from the Fund.  
 
*** 
 
“Supreme Court.”   Supreme Court of Pennsylvania.  
 
 
 
Rule 502. Pennsylvania Lawyers Fund for Client Security 
 
*** 
 

(b) Additional [fee] assessment. -- Every attorney who is required to pay an 
active annual [fee] assessment under Rule 219 (relating to annual registration [of 
attorneys] and assessment) shall pay an additional annual [fee] assessment of $50.00 
for use by the Fund. Such additional [fee] assessment shall be added to, and collected 
with and in the same manner as, the basic annual [fee] assessment. All amounts 
received pursuant to this subdivision shall be credited to the Fund. 
 

 

*** 

 

Rule 503. Pennsylvania Lawyers Fund for Client Security Board  
 
*** 

(d) Powers. The Board shall have the power and duty: 
 

(1) To appoint hearing committees. Each committee shall consist of at 
least three members who are members of the bar of the Supreme Court or who 
are current members of the Board. 

 
*** 
 
 
Rule 512. Covered Attorney 
 

This subchapter covers conduct of a member of the bar of the Supreme Court, 
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including attorneys admitted pro hac vice and formerly admitted attorneys whose clients 
reasonably believed the former attorney to be licensed to practice when the Dishonest 
Conduct occurred, an active foreign legal consultant, an active military attorney, an active 
attorney who is the spouse of an active-duty service member of the United States 
Uniformed Services, or a person holding an active Limited In-House Corporate Counsel 
License, which conduct forms the basis of the application to the Board. The conduct 
complained of need not have taken place in this Commonwealth for application to the 
Board to be considered by the Board and an award granted, except that an award shall 
not be granted with respect to conduct outside of this Commonwealth of a foreign legal 
consultant, military attorney, an attorney  who is the spouse of an active-duty service 
member of the United States Uniformed Services, or person holding a Limited In-House 
Corporate Counsel License unless the conduct is related to the provision of legal services 
to a resident of this Commonwealth. 

 
***  
 
 
Rule 514. Reimbursable Losses 
 
*** 
 

(b)     Maximum Recovery. The maximum amount which may be disbursed from 
the Fund to any one Claimant with respect to the Dishonest Conduct of any one Covered 
Attorney shall be [$100,000] $150,000. The maximum amount which may be disbursed 
from the Fund as a result of any one Covered Attorney shall be $1,000,000. The Board 
may request the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania to exceed the $1,000,000 maximum 
when the Board determines, in the exercise of its discretion, that exceeding the maximum 
is necessary to adequately compensate all victims of the Dishonest Conduct of the 
Covered Attorney and exceeding the maximum will not unduly burden the Fund. 
 
***   
 
Rule 521. Investigation and payment of claims. 
 
*** 
 

  (b) Hearing committees.  The Board may utilize a hearing committee to conduct 
any hearings under this subchapter for the purpose of resolving factual issues. Imposition 
of discipline under Rule 204 (relating to types of discipline) or otherwise shall not be a 
prerequisite for favorable action by the Board with respect to a claim [against] filed with 
the Fund, but the Covered Attorney involved shall be given notice of and an opportunity 
to contest any claim made with respect to his or her alleged Dishonest Conduct. Notice 
mailed to the Covered Attorney at the address of record with Attorney Registration per 
Rule of Disciplinary Enforcement 219 (relating to annual registration [of attorneys] and 
assessment) shall satisfy this notice requirement. 
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*** 

Rule 531. Restitution a condition for reinstatement. 
 

The Board shall file with the Supreme Court a list containing the names of all 
formerly admitted attorneys with respect to the Dishonest Conduct of which the Board 
has made unrecovered disbursements from the Fund. No [person] Covered Attorney 
will be reinstated by the Supreme Court under Rule 218 (relating to reinstatement 
proceedings), Rule 219 (relating to [annual registration of attorneys] 
administrative changes in status), Rule 301(h) (relating to proceedings where an 
attorney is declared to be incapacitated or severely mentally disabled), Pennsylvania 
Rules of Continuing Legal Education[,] Rule 111(b) (relating to noncompliance with 
continuing legal education rules) or who has been suspended from the practice of law 
for any period of time, including, but not limited to suspensions under Rule 208(f) 
(relating to emergency temporary suspension) and [219(f)] 219(g) (relating to 
administrative suspension) until the Covered Attorney has paid in full a penalty to the Fund 
assessed in the amount of [has been repaid in full, plus 10% per annum interest, for] 
all disbursements made from the Fund with respect to the Dishonest Conduct of such 
[person] Covered Attorney, plus 10% per annum interest. 

 

 

*** 

 

Rule 532. Duty to Report Bankruptcy Filing  

 

 If a Covered Attorney becomes a debtor in bankruptcy after having received 

notice either of a claim pending with the Fund against the Covered Attorney or of any 

disbursement by the Fund with respect to a claim against the Covered Attorney and the 

Covered Attorney has not [repaid] paid the full penalty to the Fund [in full plus] 

including interest in accordance with Enforcement Rule 531, the Covered Attorney 

shall notify the Executive Director of the Fund in writing of the case caption and docket 

number within 20 days after the Covered Attorney files for bankruptcy protection. If the 

Covered Attorney receives notice of a pending claim or disbursement after the filing of 

the bankruptcy petition and before the conclusion of the bankruptcy case, the Covered 

Attorney shall give the written notice required by this rule within ten days after receipt of 

the notice of the pending claim or disbursement. 
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RULES OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT 
 

Rule 1.17.  Sale of Law Practice 
 

*** 
 

(f) In the case of a sale by reason of disability, if a proceeding under Rule 301 of 
the Pennsylvania Rules of Disciplinary Enforcement has not been commenced against 
the seller, the seller shall file the notice and request for transfer to voluntary inactive 
status, as of the date of the sale, pursuant to Enforcement Rule [219(j) thereof] 
219(i)(1). 
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