How are judges elected in Pennsylvania?

Pa. judges are chosen in elections that occur in odd-numbered years.
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What is a retention vote?

Judges run for retention unopposed. Their names appear on
the ballot in the fall election and they are not affiliated with
any political party. Voters vote "yes" to retain the judge or
"no" to remove the judge.
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If a jurist is not retained, the governor has the authority to appoint an interim
judge with two-thirds Senate approval. The position is filled permanently in
the next judicial election.
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Retention votes only occur in the appellate, Courts of Common Pleas and
Philadelphia Municipal Court. They do not occur in Magisterial District Courts.



